
MEDICAL SCIENCE

THERAPEUI NOTES.

,Arsenic in Gastralgia.

0f ail the directly curative results withi which hie
is acquainted, l)r. Sawyer, (Mie Lawc/,), believcs
that one of the mnosi dcmionstrable is that wvhich

can I)c prodticecl by the suitable administration of
arsentious acici in simp)le gastralgia. 1-le gives one-
tvcnty-fouthti of a grain of arscnious acid made
into a putl Nith two grains of extract of gentian,
thrice daily betwcen nmeals. 'l'lie use of this rem-
ed>' rnust be conhinued for a fewv weeks. lIn a case
of moderato severity no other inedicinal treatnment
is neccessary. TLhe gastralgic pains become less
frequent and less severe, and recovcry is steaclil),
anid surely attained. In severer cases hie recoin-
miends r.he use of sme formi ùf couniter-irritation to
the epigastriumf, and hie usua-lly olniloys a ruhefa-
cient liniment of ammionia. In the sevcrest cases
vesication by a fly-blister is of service, and the
l)listOrCd surface should be kcept raw for somo days
by uneans of a daily dressing of savin ointmcnt.
But treatmient 1», drugs miust not alonc bc relieci
u pon. Every, hygienie adjuvant w'hicli tends to,
raise the strength of the patient is of higli value in
the cure of gastralgia. It is especialîx' necessary to
make sure the sufferer fceds well and fully. 'l'he
dieu -,hould bc generous. A "cl),sl)Op)tic " regimien
makes a case of gastralgia wvorsc. W\hen iv are
sa.isfied there is no, or but sliglit, gastric catarrhi
in the gastralgi of a fa-irlyv vigrorous adult, wêý

should direct a dictary after this plan Bekat
bread-and-bu tter or dry toast, with sonie freshi

vliijte fishi, or some cold chieken or gaine, or ai
mutton chiop, withi a b)reaikfaist-ctîp)ful of cocoa or
%veak tea or coffée. 1D.innier ( i p.,fresh beef or
rutton, with bread, l)otatoos, cookec green v'cge-
tables, a fruit tart or a farinaceous pudding, Nvith a
glass of lighit bitter aie. '[ea (5 .. ,bedad
butter or dry toast, %vith a sniall cupful of cocoa,
tea- or rnilk ancl wvater. Stîpper (flot later thanl

9.p.în.), white fish,. or sorte cold chicken or gaine,
or a littie cold mneat, w~hite bread and a glass of aie.

The 1 ime for the Administration of Certain Medi-
cines.

Sir Robert Chiristison in iled. !Vaif} jan., says
Jodine anci the ioclides shoul c g iven on an
empty stomachi. If given during dige,,,stion the
acicis and starch alter andi wezaken their action.
Acids, as a rule, shotuld ho given between. mieals.

Acids giv'en before mecals check the excessive secre-
tion of thoc acids of the gastrie juice. Irrîtatit:g
and poîsonous clrugs, such as salts of arsenlic, Cop-
per, zinc and iron, should be given clirectly after
ieals. Oxide and nitrate of silx'er shoulci ho given
after taie 1)rocO55 of digestion is ended ; if giv'en
during or close after mneals, the chemicals destroy
or impair thieir action. -Potassium permanganate
also, should not, be given until the process of diges-
tion is enclec ; inasînuchi aý organic miatter decoîn-

p)oses it and renders it inert. 'l'lie activ'e principle
of the gastric jtîice is inJ)aired aind renclore i mort
by corrosive sublimiate, tannin and pur alcohiol;
hience they shoulci be given at, the close of dliges-
tion. 'Iv[alt extracts, cod-liver ou, the phosphates,
etc., shoulci bo given Nwith or directly after food.

Hydrochiorate of Apomorphine in Dry Cough.

T'ihe following is fromn Ale/dical PLecord per- iJidi-
cal iJ<re :-This clrug hias been extensively tried by
D)r. Stoctîuart, of Brussels, as a remiedy for certain
kinds of cough, and lie speaks highly of its value.
'l'le kind of cough in %vhicli it hias proved mosn
successful is a distressing andi fretiuent hacking,
unattonded with exp)ectoration, or wi th exceed in Zgly

dlifflcult expectoration. 't'hle improvemoent of the

patient's condition is usually effécted in a few
clays. 'l'le drug is, as a muie, wcll borne, although
a féw indivicluals mantifcst a 5l)Ocial stIscel)tibilit),
to its action, and rarely, nausea, colic, and diar-
rlioea resuhlt fromi its employnient. 'l'he dose is a,
minute one, onl1y ab)out onte-twenitieth graini of this,
zilka-loid beingygiven in %vater in the twvenw.y-four
hotîrs. Aýs the solution rapiclly alters by kccping,ý
it is advisecl to prevent its cîccoxuposition by the
addition of a fcv drops of Iîydrochloric acid, %vhiichi
dcs not interfère %ith the therapeutic effeets.

The Diuretic Action of Calomel.

Accorcling to D)r. Silva, in 1-a Iiifma /1'/CdirO
tediuretic action of calomnel is dute to a variety of

causes. It induces increcased activitv of the liver
iii die production of glycogen and urea, causes a
dilation of the renal vessels and irritates directly
the cj)ithielitii of the convoluted tubules. This last
namied action is so mariiktecl thiat there niay ensuie,
if the administration of the clrug is too longf con-
tinuoed in exporimients upon clogs, a truc glomierulo-
nephritis. ht is for this reason chiefly that the
drug should be givon only iii carcliac troubles and
is contra-inclicated iii renal clisease.
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