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ence with twenty-three cases of snake bite in rattie-
snake <Cr-o/alus /wrridûs) and eiglit of water
inoccas in (7>-onocq5hialis piseivorzts), %vith Uic study
of many cases reportecl to nie by capable physicians,
lends mie to believe that alcohiol is thc antidote to
suake venom, anzd the on/v irchab/c one. Labora-
tory e-lierimnents on the lower animnaIs are of no
real value in tberapeu tics as applicable to man, and
those referred to by Dr. Hudson were fallacious in
tlienîiselves, '17ie aclnixture of a few drops of
alcoliol or any otbcr supposed antidote with snake
virus is miisleading, for the quantity of tbe antidote
is itifiitesifnal as compared with the concentrated
and deadly anirnal. poison. To illustrate : A pri-
vate iii tbc Second U. S. infantry w'as bitten
by a mnoccasin, and wvithin less tban four
hours he swvalloNved under my direction three
quarts, and a littie over, of good apple jack, witbout
any syniptonms of intoxication until after tic last
tbree ounces, and tben oniy sliglbtly. I-is pulse
and respiration failed promptly iinless thus stimiu-
latecl for neariy Uic wiîoie imne. Nowv, knowving
tbat the snake venomîî is a powerful cardiac and
nervous depressant, is iL not reasonable to say, thiat
Uic enormous stimîulation wvas borne only because
of tile persistent reduction of vitality by tbe virus
injected by tbe reptile ? Wlierc wvould a few drops
of alcoliol be iii sucli a case? I bave seen and
exanîined the body of a child kilied in fiftecn min-
utes by a rattlesnake, wlierc the temporal vein
rcccived tbe poison. Slhe had no treatnieîL. Ani-
îîionia is too fugacious, bronîine and permianganate
are usefül locally or internally, so also is tbe reput-
cd cure-ail, wiid violet ( 1? .sagial/a). Th'e major-
ity of presunîed deadly bi - s are given by non-vei. -

onious reptiles, and the escape of the snake or the
loss of presence of mind on the part of the. person
bitten leads to mistakes; but in bona-fide venoni-
ous bites, alcoliol in sonie form is an absolute
antidote, Nvlien pronîptly and freely used. Tbe failurc
of tlîe pulse is the guide, and as the poison is rapidly
absorbed, ail ligatures, excisions, and cauteriza-
Lions are simiply useless and aggravating. Intoxi-
cation is miot desirable, but stimulation should be
evidera to avert sudden bcart failure, and I niay
say in this connection, that in twvo instances the
subeutaneous injection of atropia ivas markedly
serviceable in niaintaining respiration.

My cases occurred during my army life, between
1861 and 1872, and in the States of Alabama,

Georgia, Tennessee and Virginia, two during the
war and the rest aCter that eventful period.

MIDWIFERY.

Early Signs of Pregnancy.

There are probabiy very few physicians who
bave not at imies feit the necd, of somle trust-
worthy means of deciding upon the existence or
absence of pregnancy at a timie wvben if present iL
could liot be far advanced, and wlben it iL too soon
to expeet to hear tie sounds of the foetal hieart or
to obtain tbe confirmation of balottement/. In tbis
country I-egar's sign of pregnancy, wvbich bias been
well described by Dr. A. K. Bond, in an article in
the 3/;/;dJeia orain tbe early part of
this year, bias iîot received the attention it deserves,
and Amnerican physicians have fa-ildd to appreciate,
or ut least to practice, Hegar's nietbod.

This sign is to be determined by combined
rectal atnt abdominal examination. It consists in
tbe detection of an unusual softness, tlîinning, and
yielding. condition of the lowver uterine segment-
tbat is, of tbe part immiediately above tbe insertion
of tbe sacro-uterine ligaments. Trhis condition of
tbe part is perceptible whether the rest of tbe body
of the uterus feels firmn and hard, or soft and elastic.
Bven in the latter case it is aiways possible to com-
press the lowver uterine segment, to dira% it out to
a certain degrec with tbe fingers, and so to dis-
tinguish it from the part above iL ; white below, the
cylindrical cervix of firmier consistence is felt dis-
tinctly comiing off fromn it. The yiclding and
flaccid condition of the part rmay be so great that
one niay doubt wbetber tbere is an" connection at
ail between the neck arid the larger s'velling in the
abdomen or pelvis. Tbis is especially true wvhen
pregnancy orcurs in tlie uterus witb bypertropbic
elongation of the cerv ix; and even lapai-otoniy
bas been donc under the mristaken idea that tbe
pregnant corpus w-as a tumor independent of the
uterus. The condition rcferred to depends upon
tbe fact that the lower uterine segment, as the
tbinnest part of the corpus, on account of prcg-
nancy, becomnes succulent, of looser texture,
thinned, and cxtrenmely elastic. According to
Reine, "failure to find this, however, in no wvay
cxcludes pregnancy, since it is easy to say that with
marked chronic inf'arctio uteri (hyperplasia) prcg-
nancy rnay cxist without rendering this condition
of the lower uterine segment very evident."
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