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should wait for his associate a reas-
nunable period, after which the consul-
tation should be conuosidered as post-
poned to 2 new appointment. .f it
be the attending physician who is
present, he will of course see ' the
vatient and prescribe: but if it he
the consulting one. he should retire.
except in case of emergency, or when
he has been called from a consider-
able distance. in which latrer case na
may examine the patient and give
his c¢cpinion in writing, and under seal.
tn he delivered to his associate

€. All discussions in consultations
should be held as secret and conti-
dential. In case of ope or more of tha
participants in a consultation canno*
agree with the others in reference to
any important point, either in ihe
diagnosis of the disease or the future
treatment of the patient or his respon-
rible friends. in order that they mav
decide whose opinion and advice they
shal] accept and act upon.

7. As  circumstances gometimes
occur to render a special eonsultativn
desirable, when the continued atend-
ance of two physicians might bwe
objectionable to the patient. the mem-
ber of the faculty whose assistance 1s
required in such erases shculd sedu-
lously guard against all future un-
solicited attendance. As snch cop-
sultations require an ‘extraorcinary
portion of both time and attention.
at. least a double honorarium may
reasonably be expeeted.

8. A physician whe is called upon
to consult should observe the most
honorable and scrupulous regard for
the character and standing of the
practitioner in attendance; the prae-
tice of the latter. if necessary, shou:id
he justified as far as it can be consist-
entlv with a conscienticus regard for
truth. and no hint or insinuation
should be thrown out which could
impair the confidence reposed in him,
or affect his reputation. The con-
sulting physician should also carefuily
refrain from any of those extraordin-
ary attentions or assiduities which
are too often practiced- by the dis-
honest for the base purpose of gaining
applause .or ingratiating themselves
into the favor of families and indi-
viduals.

Article V.—Duties of Physictans in

cases of interference.

i. A physieian, in his intercourse
with a patlent under the care of an-
other practitioner should preserve the
strictest cantion and rescrve. No
meddling inquiries shouid be made—
no disingenuous hints given relative
to the nature and treatment of his
disorder; nor any course of conduct
pursued that may directly or indi- ~
rectly tend to diminpish the trust
reposed in the physician employed.

2. The same circumspection anil
reserve should be observed when, from
motives of business or friendship, a
physician is gremuted to visit an in-
dividual who is under the direction of
another practitioner. Indeed, such
visits should be avoided, except under
peculiar circumstances: and when
they are made, no particular inquiries
should be Instituted reiative to  the
nature of the disease. or the remedies
employed. but the tovies of conver-
sation should he as foreign to the case
as circumstances will admit.

3. A physician .ought not to take
charge of or presecribe for a patient
who has recently been under the care
of another member of the faculty in
the same illnes], exeept in cases of
suiden emergency or in eonsultation
with the physician previously in
attendance, or when the latter has
rellnquished the case, or heen regu-
larly notifled that his services are no
longer desired. Under such circum-
stances no unjust or 1lliberal {nsinua-
tion should be thrown out in relation
to the conduct or practice previously
pursued. which shoul¢ be justified as
far as candor and regard for truth
and probity will permit.

4. When a physician is called to
an urgent case, because the family
attendant is not at hand, he ought,
unless his assistance in consultation
be desired, to resign the care of the
patient to the latter immediately on
his arrival. :

5. It often happens in cases of sud-
den illness, or of recent accidents
and injuries,” owing to the alarm and
anxiety of friends, that a number of
physicians are simultaneously  sent
for. TUnder these circumstances,
courtesy should assign the patient to
the first who arrives (unless the pa-
tient or some responsible~friends ex-



