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vice to be rendered—for exaniple, the care aod skill exercised by the
blacksmith are less than that shuwn by the watchmaker, whilo that
of the physician or surgcon, who deals with human life aod limb, is
much greater than either  But while ordinary shill and care are im-
peratively demaoded from the medial man, catraordnary shilh is
neither required nor expevted, os fuw practiwners would by able to
attain to it, .ud the muority of patienis would be utterly unable to
pay for such assistance.

The cruerion of skill is wascly adjusted to the average proficiency
of wedical men, and the law chuoses that mddle cvurse which expen-
coce hus shown to be best calvulated to protect the public and keep the
profession up to a certwin standurd, by hviding thua responsible with-
out imposing on them unreasunable und excessive burdens,  The phy-
sician or surgeun is hable fur inguries resulting from lus want of ordi-
pary care aml skili, bucause his pusition befure the public smplies that
he is pussessed of these guabifications, and this 15 the case even where
the services are rendered gratwitousiy, us at an huspital or dispensary,
whether specially retamed or not.

A mistaken opmion regarding the nature of the discase or its
proper mode of s bt i id ot the waot of
due shill, but it must be shown that the crror arese from a waod of
that ordinury shill und average proficicocy to wlich we have above al-
luded. A wmedizal man is ot te bo pronounced imcompetent because
he exhibats less shali than svie of Jus mure gafied aud expenenced wn-
freres. The law fuirly recopuiziog the diversity of talent amony me-
dical practitioners unly requices that e shail be pussessed of sufficient
skill to treat discase with reasonable success

Ia determunning whether a plysician or surgevn has xerersed or-
dinary skill 1o the troatment of & pauent, the advanced state of the
profession at the Ume must b wehen 1uto cousideration. A medieal
man is in duty bousd to heep pace Wich the must nuportant anventious
and discoverics 1 medical and surgical seicnee, for he canuot be held
blamcless if he cuntinues (o ust means and appliances that have been
digcarded or supurseded by morc suitable wnes  The progress of me-
dicine and surgery has been very marked in cecent years, and the ten-
dency to couservative surgery very grei  These circumstances tend to
raise the standard of proficerey amung medical wen at the prescot
time, so that what may have been goud practice five or six years ago
may be cousidered us the sery oppusite at present.  To-cases of alleged
malpracticy, the staudsrd of vrdinary shiil would be that of the rews-




