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not be admit.ted at once. In the past year, of aIl the insane that have
been sent into Toronto gaol, (and there hias been a large number), in only
four cases was Tor-onto asylum asked to admit the patient previons to
arrest, and in ail of these cases, (with one exception due to overcrowding),
although wve sent the complete set of papers inimediately on application,
an arrest wvas made before the papers reached them, wvhen tiiere was
reafly no necessity for this precipitancy.

Our physicians have a large mneasure of responsibility in this 1-natter
and they should try to prevent any case of insanity being sent to the
gaol, unless there is absolutely no room for them in asylums, as is somie-
times the case.

A change also shiould be made in the law, so that two miedical
ce-tificates 'would transfer a patient from the gyaol t.o the asylum as they
do froîn outside. In this way prompt action could be taken as against
the complex procedure which at present exists.

We are giad to note that the Provincial Secretary, Hon. J. R
Stratton, lias introduced and passed an act the past session, making it
compulsory for ail counties to ereet and help to sustain County Refuge
Homes,, one in each county or united counties. If these homes %vere in every
county, our asylums could in time be unloaded of ail the chronic, harxnles
dements, and leave space f'or those arnenable to treatment, or who are a
menace to the public or themselves.

So mucli cau be accompiished by proper treatment and so nmany,
apparently hopeless patients, restored to normal or almost normal (!on-
ditions that it is certainiy very sad that ail the deranged cannot obtain
a fair chance for recovery. \Ve are overcrowded by a class of patients
that would be quite safe elsewhere.

If county homes w'ould take harnik>ss dements and the inajority of
the senile cases, it would leave rooni for the imrnediate admission of ail
acute ca-ses and give opport.unity for the botter classifiation and arrang-
ing of those under treatment. It would also,. if properly looked after,
lessen the arrests for insanity and shorten the period of their confinemient
in gaol wvhen ar-re,,Led.

It would be well to see the naine asyhim clone away wvith and the
terni hospital substituted. An asyilum simply nieans a place of refuge
while the termi hospital wvould educate the public to understand that. it
is an ir'stitution for cure.

TDie miedical profession should educate the public, as to the dire
results of heredity by misalliances xvhich populate tha country wvith
degenerates, a large number of whoun afterwards gravitate to the asy-
lums. They also have a very wide field in the way of preventive
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