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It should, perhaps, also be stated that the function of the
diagnosticians, two of whoin are always on duty day and night, is
to give expert assistance in the clinical diagnosis of contagious
diseases. It is a part of their duty to see every case of contagious
disease 'before its admission to the department hospitals.

The veterinary inspectors have eupervision of the application
of the tuberculin test for the diagnosis of tuberculosis hi cattle,
and the diagnosis of other infectious diseases of cattle and horses.

I desire now to present sonewhat in detail the methods of pro-
cedure in relation to two diseases, viz., diphtheria and tuberculosis,
as in these diseases the method have been developed to an un-
usual extent in New York.

Knowledge of the existen. cases of diphtheria reaches the
departnent, either by a direct report of the case by the attending
physician, or through the forwarding of a culture to -the laboratory
for bacteriological exanination, wlen the case is of doubtful char-
acter. If on examination of the culture the Loffler bacilli are
found, the case is reported to the Division of Contagions Discases
from the laboratories, at fhe sanie time that a report is forwarded
to the attending physician. In both instances the cases are im-
mediately referred to the Medical Inspector connected with the
Division of Contagious Diseases assigned to the district in which
the case occurred. If the person lives in a tenement house, lodg-
ing house, boarding house, or hotel, and a culture lias not been
previously made by the attending plysichIn, the inspector makes,
in each instance, a culture to confirm the diagnosis. The subse-
quent action of the department depends upon the result of this cul-
ture. If diphtheria bacilli are found, the case is treated as one of
diphtheria; if they are absent, the subsequent treatment depends on
special conditions existing. In every instance in which the case is
proven to be diphtheria, at the end of ten days a secondary culture
is made by the attending physician or the District Medical In-
spector, to determine whether the diphtheria bacilli are still present
in the throat, and subsequent cultures are made at short intervals
until the examiinations show that the organisms are no longer
present. The case is then referred for disinfection, a detailed
statement being left at the house by the Medical Inspector in
charge, to guide the disinfectors as to the course which shall be
followed.

Every case of diphtheria which cornes to the knowledge of the
department is recorded according to tne street and number iii a,


