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“have been made for it, such as its use for piles,

. sures, cuts, and all hemorrhags. - It has, owing to
its dcuckd action in these diseases, become in
America a standard domestic remedy, which' is
frequently resorted to by physicians, more parti-
cularly those residing in the country.

Successful results have again and again been
noted, by many physicians, “of the action of this
drug in numerous diseascs in which other remedies
have failed. Ringer, among others, has noticed,

I may say, this uniform action of hamamehs, and
reports that he has known ‘it to arrest haematuria
in four cases which had resisted many other
remedies. It has been found to he equally effec-
tive as a hemostatic in bleeding from the lungs
and other organs . Its action is, dmned te be that
ofa vascular sedative.

Dujardin-Beaumetz thinks thatit has an action
on the muscular fibres of the wveins. Hector
Guy, however, alleges, after testing the drug
thorouglily, that it shows no special physiological
action un the vascular system. Several Amencan
investigators have also recently denied the action
claimed for hamamelis.

Clinical experience, however, is more reliable
than physiological theory, and cllmmﬂv I know
of its value. I have rveferred to it at greater
lenglh ir: a paper, on its general action, read
before the Section of Therapeutics at the last
annual meeting of the British Medical Associdtion.
I agam affirm that it possesses undoubted action
in lessening local inflammuation.

Abundant evidence, clinically, has been fur-
nished of this action by a large number of physi-
cians, chiefly in America, in \vluch country it is
the more largely used, It is not my ob)cct, in
this brief paper, to give an extensive résumé of
hamamelis, but to limit my remarks to its good
effect in the treatment of disease of the
skin,

Hamamelis nmy be’ emp]oyed n dxseases of the
skin, both internally and cxternally. * Adminis-
tered internally, in the form of the fluid extract, it
appears to lessen the flow of blood through the

vessels in inflammatory affections of the skin,  TIts

action is, perhaps, more decided in. cczema, ¢spe-
-,_cmlly in the acute and subacute forms. ' In cases
/An which the disease is more or less' general, the

‘surface red, hot and tumid, the use of flom one’

to thirty minims of the Auid extract of hamamelis

in water or on. sugar, every two.or three hours,.
. often has a ‘most décided and ' speedy. good result.

The engorgement lessens and often dxsappears It
may be necessary in order entirely to remove the

disease, to apply,in . ‘addition, some appropriate
Jocal. treatment

“that .it- lessens the: flow of blood : through - the

»_vcssels, and 'thus relieves; be nefits, and hastens a
curer-

*Mao ﬁ\vell as n )those vnfortunate mtant
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‘administered in froma half to five drops, in syrup

" The action claimed . for hama- .
melis is, ‘not that it always'cures the drsease, Jbut |

| oleosa and.sicea.
“Inno. class- -of cases will witch- hazel act

| tioni_present on the. face and other parts. of- the,
-body in those- aﬁhcted ‘with sebidrrheea, dleosa.

N

or milk, every twe or three hours. 'In many cases
its use will cause all constitutional excitement {0
abate, the serous or; sero-purulent discharge to -
lessen, and the inflamed and swollen- condition of .
the tissucs to decline. It will, if persisted in, very .
often thus bring to the little sufferer the gréatest:
relief from the high vascular excmment and the
intolesable 1tclmw

Hamamelis is.also a valuable remedy 1oca\ly in
eczema, . either in the form of the tincture, or in;
that of the diluted fluid extract. In some ‘cases,
in addition to its internal use, it may also be well.,
to apply the diug locally.  In others- the. tincture
is the preferable Torm to use, from two to eight
drachms being employed with four or five ounces :
of water. A piece of old muslin- is saturated in.
the lotion and spread constantly - over the in-'
flamed part. In others, again, an ointment is better_
horne, and can be prepared by incorporating from

a haif to two or more drachms with some fatty
vchu.le—l:ud suet; or janolin being always prefe-
rable. Hannmehs thus used has both an astrin-.
gent and a sedative actionon the tvssues, and will’
often quickly lessen inflammatory acuon 1t the .
part to which it is applied.
. In erysipelas, 1 have known some good 1esults
to follow from its internal administration, but the
results so far are not sufficient to warrant my
recommending it as a remedy to be dependéd
upon to control the constitutiohal symptoms of
this disease.  Locally, a lotion of hamamelis, one

. patt of the tincture 1o five’ or six of water, may be "

employed in erysipelas in addition to other topi:
cal agcnts It has, by, its evaporatm'r actlon a
most delightful refrigerant and soothmg e(fcct
upon the hot and tumid skin. Iis efficacy 'is

often enhanced locally in erysipelas by adding one
or more parts of tincture of opium. to the lotion.
Hamamelis in acne, particularly in  the’ pustular
form, acts well both internally and locally: It
lessens the discharge, and, by its local astrmwent

_action in the: form of a lotlon, brings great’ r_cllef

to the inflamed and distended, glands In rosa-
cea, its action is even more decided by its con-,
trolling "effect upon 'the enlarged capiliarics used .
both mternally and externally. Inobstmatecqses '

"I wusually push the drug to full doses, giving ofLen

as much as two drachms three or four times dally,
and I have applled at the sane time a lotion of one’
part of the tincture in four or five of water.- - The',
lotion is tncreased - from time to time until it .is"
applied in full strength.” The enlarged capillaries
slowly contract under its continted use, -the en;
gorgement lessens and the tissues of the part tend
by degrees to become normal. - -
Hamamelis in the form of the, tincture is a.
remedy of very great benefit ‘in both seborrheea:
‘A lotion'- composed of “one

part’ of the tincture, with three or four of water,"
removes rapidly the greasy and glisteriing condi




