62

MARITIME  MEDICAL NEWS.

_Apri, 1892,

of the patient, and in the same connee-
tion let us remember that operations
for Mammary cancer permaneutly cure
" but 11.83 per cent. in pmyeﬂv selected
cases, while one-in 7, or 1424 per
cent. die of the operation itself. From
a surgical standpoint, and in view of the
deadliness of the disease, these results
to some may appear favorable enough.
From the patients’ standpoint, however,
the results are not encouraging, In
cases of cancer of the tongue, Buker’s
estimation is 10 per cent. of permanent
cures.  Butlin puts them down at 13
per cent. Cases not operated on die
within 18 months, many in 12 montbs.
In selected cases successful operation
prolongs life. for. from 6 to 8 months.
Whitehead on the other hand, states

“that of 104 cases of total excision, the.

“mortality was 20 or 19. 21 per cent, the
remaining 82 cases recovering from the
operation, hut he does not tell us. how
many of these were permanently cured.
Wilson traced 61 cases which had been
operated on—15 swrvived one year, 4
for two years, 2 for three vears, 4 for

-five years, and 1 for six years.
caneer of the cervix uteri,
Spﬁarrue claims 47.3 per cent. of definite
cures in his cases of lys sterzclomy for

“cancer, and Hofmeier “gives 40.5 per

cent. of recurrence two years. after am-

putation of the cervix.”

. In cancer of the rectum, Cripps tells
us “that in only about 15 to 20 per cent.
of all ~ases, will excision be practicable,”
and out of Keeley’s collection of 144

cases, 10 less than 22 died as the direct

vesult of operation. From -the above
facts we may perhaps dzaw a few useful
practical lessons.

The chief and 'most pmctlcal is, that
the indiseriminate cutting for cancer so

prevalent at the present d'x), does little’

good to the patient and hrings no credit
to sound surgery. ,As we have seen, in

mammary cases. about 11 . per cent. ; in |’

-cancer of the’tongue from 10 to 13 per
cent. ; in cancer of the cervix uteri from
40 to 47 per cent. of cases operated on ave
permanently cured;
sult, operations must be in the earliest
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but to get. this re-

stage of the disease, the patient must he
otherwise in good health, and the ope-
ratiou itself must be a very thorough
one, CILu’F]D“ away not only the dlse'x\ed
part, Dut a- conslderable amount of ﬂlL
surrounding healthy tissue.

~ In cases of ]onffcr standing, where the
probability of a return- of the disease is
almost certain, the patient should bLe
informed that at Dest successful opera-

“tion” adds but 70 months to life : ‘that,

in view of the risks of the operation it-
sclf, the inadequate results, the dread,

meéntal anxiety and actual suffering, it
should be our duty seriously to comlder
whether, in the large majority of cases,

it is not more ]udxclouﬁ; and helpful to
advise against operation, and frust to
‘methods known to all, for the purpose:
of relieving pain and I\eeplng the parts
clean. ' With reference to the .second
point, Is Cancer increasing in Canada ?
little need be said. You, I l\now would-
not thank me for a lot of shtxstlcs, and
I feel quite sure your readers will be
duly thankful to be spared. T add to
this avticle ‘the morbw ary " statistics of
Cancer in several cities and. towns in
various parts of this Dominion. . Were
the “total Cancer statistics of the whole
Dominion taken, the -result would he'
much the same. Making due allowance
for the natural increase of population, it
~vill be scen that: the per centage of
deaths from Cancer per thousand of pop-
ulation is very little larger in 1891 th:m
in 1884 :—
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Montreal .. | 69 | 77 83 | 86 | 216,650 | -39
Torouto....| 39.0.°48 | 44 |. 67, ! 181,920 .36
Quebec ....{ 38 | 24 | .28 | 237 ‘| 63090 .42
Hamiiton ...| ‘23 |” 386 17 261 48,980} ,53
Stiohn,NB.l 5| 10 ] 14 {.6 | 30179 15.
Halifax....| 24 | 26,1 30 | o1 | 29556 .54
‘hm%ton wd 1 14 8 19,268 a1

A phy.sxcmn loses nothmtr by lettmrﬁ
it be.seen that he’ (xpects pa;) for his
services.



