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could be discovered. The uterus itself was not larger than natural, and exum-
ination by rectum and with » catheter in the bladder, did ot disclose any increane
of size. It was moveable and not painful on pressure.

It was not difficult to account for the want of a ulerine tumonr, for the
anzemic condition of the paticent, and her excessive debility, easily explained
why the menstrual fluid had not been formed in any considerable quantity for
several months previous.

The general treatment conzisted in in the employment of blue pill in smal}
doses, combined with hyoscyamns and rhubarh ; the application of a ginupivm
for about fifteen minutes over the inguinal region, and repeated every four bours.
This plan of eounter-irritation was eontinued for several days, und was product-
ive of much relief; rest in the horizontal position was ulso enjoined.  Under
this plan of treatment, followed by tonies and chalybeates, the general health
became much bnproved, and the inguinal tunour disappeared, yot distressing
bearing down puing ocesionally tormented Ler, particnlarly at night, for the
relief of which, she was obliged to use morphine and iether. I now determined
to remove the phatruction that existed at the entrance of the womb, hut diflicul-
tie presented themselves, which were however successfully overcome by the
following meusures. T need not point out to the yeader that the plan
recommended by some writers, of plunging a trocar into the womb, with-
out congidering whether it follows the naturzl canal, and merely enters the
womb at any part, was not applicable to this case, beeanse there wag no evidenee
of enlargement o justify such a course, and the mobility of the organ would
have rendercd such sn operation difficult as well as extremely dungerous, and |
am quite certuin thut such o procedure can give only temporary relief, and that
unless the mouth of the wosh be discovered and opened, and the naturs] pas-
suze from the vaging to the body of the wob be restored, the future acewnu-
lution of the menses exnnot be prevented, nor preguancy be rendered probable,
and conserpuently the future condition of the wowh st soon resemble it pros-
ent state.  The following plan was therefure adopted i—Afwer careful examina-
tion, the cerviz was engazed in a cylindrical speculum, a central spot way azcer-
tuined, which as it afforded less resistance to the pressure of o fine probe, was
progumed t indicate the original situation of the o arcund this some cerate
wis puinted, leaving a circular space uhout the size of a split pea uncovered hy
the ointment; to thix was applicd a picce of wood sharpened like a peneil, and
which had been dipped in potassa fusa, rendered deliquescent by exposure Lo the
air.  The piece of woud was retained dirmly pressed against the membrane for
a short time and then withdrawn, A sponge charged with vinegar wag frecly
applied, 80 s to nentealize the ulkali, and prevent its destructive action extend-
ing beyond the lhaitg propored - T fow dags o small slough fell out, but the
canal was not yet reached.  The gperation was repeated, and after a few days

* 11ds to D, Henry Howard the oculist and aurist, that T o indebied for this me-
thod of applying potassa fusa,  Je wld e be bind frequeatly applied 3t in Whis manner
Ly gramslations of the membrana tympuni, wnd baving always poured vinegar on the
eschared surfase, had pever remmrkod the acton of the remedy to extend beyond the
surface, brought intentionndly ute contact with it,



