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‘ Bcfoxc entering on 'ho hxstory of the cases whmh
- form the basis of this communication, I may premise,

that the prejudlce existing against the performance of |-

surgical operations in Ba:bndoee is now, at least, alto-
«relher unfounded, and that as far as mrr:nds ulterior
consequences, thcy may be undertaken \ulh thc‘aame
‘ dcgrw of confidence as in hmopc :

To the British or American reader acqu'umcd \nth
the writings of the older surgeons who have recorded
 the results of their experience on the peculiarites of

the discases of the West Indies, and the eflect pro-
- duced on disease by climate, this may appear a rather
‘bold assertion, for the doetriue hitherto umvers*tlly

taught has heen that, except as the only remaining
chaucc of saviug life, operations of' every kind should
be carefully avoided. - Aud in cases of severe injury,
amputation was frequently attempted as affording a
- greater chance of escape from tetanus, from the opinion
existing that a clean wound was less likely to be fol-
~lowed b) tetanus than a'contused or punctured one,—
“that this rule applied not only to such as are consi-
~dered capital operations, but even to those of a minor
) ch'mcte:, is very evident, from the instructions on this
head given by old practitioners, and, indeed, so great
was theu aversion to the use of the kmﬁ,, and so ter-
. rible the dread of tetanus, that even injection for the cure
of hydrocele was '1lw‘1ys undertaken with extreme re-
Juctance.. - Sir Astley Cooper, in his great work on
*The Diseases of the Testis,” has puhhwhed a letter
“which ke received from Mr. Caddell, of Bath,—but
u‘immml} a Imulmw surgeon in B'trlndoo»,w-m which

Mr. Caddell states that « Tfe lost some patients fromn
_erysipelas and a few from tetanus. The latter is, | be.
heve, a danger uul\nuwn ink nﬂl'md but in Barbadoes
it occurs uﬁcn lell"‘h to m'zlxe a l.mn avoid upudlmna
of every kind as much. as possible.” " ‘I'wenty years
ago, and, pcrh.lp‘,, at a more recent period, there can
be no doubt but that the dangers consequent on surgi-
. cal operations were very gre: n, and it scems Lqu’dl),
" certain that the' fatal xc:z.hs of cases submitied to the
"knife at that pmmd were attributable to causes over

which the science of surgery exercised but little or no

o vontrol, having theit origin ol of the  peeuliayities of

climate; and, perhaps, much mﬁuenced I») (he aoual
relations of the population.

Perhaps the scientific improvements in modem ‘
surgery deserve -to be ‘credited with a portion of our.
gratitude for present immunity from 'such fatal results -
after operations; but while we admit this, and ac-
knowledge the simplicity and mummhty of modern
trewtment, it is nevertheless certain that somé of Mr.
Caddell’s comempomrtes are still actively engaged in
practice, pursuing similar methods of operaumr, but
with more cuccessf’ul rnsulta than awaited thexr ezu]y
practice.

Mosely, wrmng in \ D. 1795, =ass. "Iha\'e Iost
many patients from ' locked-jaw alter amputation, and
never found, leaving out the nerves, or whether hua.
tures were made or nol caused the slightest dlﬂ'en,nce
in the event, nor. were any security a"amst tetanus,
nor diminished the symptomatic fwcr. . He further
adds, “ Negroes who arc most subject to it, whatever
the cause may be, are void of sensibility to a surprising
degree—they are not subject -to nervous diseases—
they bear chirurgical operations better than white
people ; and whatwould be the cause of insupportable
pain to a white man, a negro would almost disregard.
I have amputated the ]err:. of many negroes who ‘have

held the upper part of the limb them%elvec. To the
truthfulness of this latter assertion, we can bear testi-
mony. ‘The negro that has, not been brought under
the influence of domesuc civilization and refinement,

-1 (if we may use the e\p1e~swn,) who has continued

the life’ of the husbandman and field-labourer, does
seem less susceptible of pain than the white man, and
it would appear that nature has given them this power’
as a bountiful prov:sion, eml)lmfr “the African to expose
himself freely to the sun’s mys, which exert no-un-
pleasant influence on his skin, while the white” suffers.
severely from a temporary exposure. But in those
I‘uropean: long vesident in'the tr opics, a darkening of
the cutis takes p]ace, which scems to be. an’ eﬂort of
nature to establish the pigment which prevents that-
severe blistering so puutul to those not accustomed to
the influence of “the sun’s rays. “There are al present
in the Island two persons wha, from constant exposuare
to the ‘sun, are as dark as the’ Demerara lndnan, and

whose skin, under cover of the clothes, is very fair :

on these, the sun now exerts as little inflaence as ‘on
the negro, and consxdembly less than on the refined
duscendmt of Africa, and in this class there seems to
be 2 diminished- sensibility also. . On the other hand,
we caunot support the, opinion advance o, of the greater
mscopublhly of the black person to tctanus, since
there are not in existence data wherewith to construct
r.xh]es sufticiently accurate to muble us.io arrive at.a



