. ro . - -

they are nat tew,) winch have able and
wtelisent elerks,

Sehool 1 isitors. —This partion of the
bill gives to all clergymen, commissioners
uf sclinals and justices, the right of visit.
ation, and of advice in the managemery of
the schoole,

Schoal Inspectors —Under ks head,,
an inspector is provided for each districy
under o, board off Commissionezs. e s
o be selected by the Superintendent, and
13 to visit cach school annually, provided
with a. form of questions, prepared by the
soperintendent, ‘These furms, when filled.
up, Lo is to p-esent. as his report to the
comnissinners, by whom they are to be
forwarded 10 the superintendent. He is
alsn, to du all in his power, to diftuse in-
fsrimation, especially sueh as may be
furnished to him fur that purpose. Heis
w receive s for each school visit.

Without these officers, there caunot be
any useful and general school inepection.
‘This was pointed out by the present
auperintendent in his first report, and be
then insizted on the necessity of local
inspectors acting under a general head, as
in Upper Canada and several parts of the
American union,  Since that ime, Lower
Cunada and New Drunswick have adopted
this method of inspection, convinced of its
necessity from the examp.e of the coun-
tries which had previousty adopted ¥, and
there can be no questinn that 1hey will
soon feel its beneficial irfluence, both on
the teachers and supporters of the schools.

1t has been ohjected 1that the remuner-
atjon proposed is tov small. It is based on
that given in Upper Canada, and is the
same in pregortion to the labor required.
If thought desiiable, however, no friend
of ecducation would object to the same
remuneration provided in 1ke new jaw of
New Brunswick, which is as follaws :—

‘¢ Salaries, or remureration for
such inspectors, ° shall in no  case
exceed seven shillings and sixpence for
each inspection made, except in counties
where the 1emuneration by such compen-
sztion would amount to less 1han fifty
pounds, which shall be the mimumum
allowance per atnum for the inspection of
gchiools in any one covmy.” ‘The last
clause would not suit our stoall counties
vr districts.

School Trustces — Under this head are
seee of the must impostant improven ents
mn the new law.  The nustees constitnle
the popular élrment in cur sckeol sysiem,
and represent that ripht of freely selca.
ing  instiuciors for their children, and
managing the aflzirs of their sekiculs,
which the jeople of every fice covnny
should regard as one of their must pre-
eions rights. The (ffice of the trisice
thus becomes one of high irojostance, atd
where itis nrglected the sflains of ke
scheols are eiher miimanaged or they
fall cut of the contiol of the peaple into
that of the «fficers aprointed 1y the
geverswent, or itto the Langs ¢f a few
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self umsmulcd lt.aderﬂ. Any of thcse
results materially impairs the prosperity
of the schools, and diminishes the public
interest in them, and it is to this cauvse
that we must attribute a large proporticn
of their present defects. The rewmedies
proposed. in the new law are wainly
borrowed. from the school Jaw of Camado,
and are as fullows :—

I An annual district school meeting at
which in the first instance 1he trustces are
to be elected, and in all subsequent meet-
ings, oue trustee to s sply the flace of a
valiring member. The trustees must
1eport to this meeting on thelsr manage-
ment during the past year, and must pre-
semt an estimate of expenses lor the
ensuing year, an which the meeting may
decida as to its amouny and the manner of
collection, bus eannet reduco below the
lowest amouns which the trustees may
deelare to be necessary to the efficient
maintenance of the echool.

2, The trustees must appoint 2 secre-
tary, who may be one of themselves or
any other person, and whose duty it will
be 1o collect and pay school manies, keep
the accounts, &c. ‘This officer wili receive
a commission on his collections of 5 per
cent. This last provisian is nccessary in
order to inducu competent persous to act
with energy,~—as experience has amply
shown that in smail cotnmunities like
school districts, the onerous and thankless
duty of collesting school monies will
rarely be properly performed gratuitously.

3. Full directions are given for the
performance of the duties of trustees, in
crecting and repairing school houses, hir~
ing teachers, exawining the school &e.,
g0 that there will be no excuse for the
nunsperformance of these duties on the
ground of want of information.

4. A few clauses have been added to
accemodate the provisions for the perform-
ance of 1the duties of trusiees to the cate
of towns and villages.

With proper exertion on the part of the
superintendent and commissioners, the
provisiens relating to trustees would in a
few years come into universal and active
operation, and would imroduce into the
affaits of the scheols a degree of unifora
mity, premplitude and certainty, aliege.
ther unatainable inthe present Jax and
uncertain cordition of ke legal provisions
telating to tle election a1 d duties of these
important « flicers.

Tiachars — Vuder this head an attewrpt
has teen made 10 specily sume of the
mole imjporsnt culics of 1hie tezcl e~
Mest of these reguire to zemmk 3 lut
cne of shaw is toe injostant 31d delicate
to be passed over withiut a few renatks,
This is his duty in refexerce 1o the all
jmwportisnt mater of 1eligicn. Cn 1this
subjiet tke law 1eguites that he thall
“jreuleste by precept ard (xsmple a
1epect for telipion ard ake principles of
christian n:orality,™ **but that he thall rot
give deneminaticral inehivetion, except by
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desire of the parenls. “This ehoru.lauac
which agrees in substance with the provi-
sions of the law of Canada and New
Bronswick on the same subject, when
taken in conneetion with the other provi-
sions of the law,. leaves the whole sub-
ject of religious instzuetion within the
oonmtrol  of the parems in eaeh school
distries,  'L'he commissioners-are required
to satisfy themselwes of the geod moral
character of the teashers. befura linensing
them. 'The trustees, aeting for the
people, are bound to eclect a teacher who
shall be unexceptionable to the whobe or
the majurity in his meral and religious
eharacter, The teacher on his part is
bound to inculeate thuse great principles
of christizn tyuth.and morals on which all
christians are agreed. This gives him, if
a guod man, a wide and- usefu}. scope. In
addition to this, however, he can give all
instruction of a more particular character
which the parents may requite, and which
his own. religious views may make it
possible for him to give. It must be
remarked, however, that it is a very
mistaken view to suppese that the whole
or even a very large portion of the work
of religious instruction devolves on the
common school teacher. Ilis placc as a
religious instructo: must always be subor-
dinate ta that of the parent at home, and
that of the clueeh, through its ministers,
In this respeet, tho teacher of a day
school is in a very different position from
that even of the head of a boarding
schoal, who has the children always sndor
his care. Taking this limited view of
the teachers’ duties in this department,
which however in no respeet derogates
frem the responsibility of his position, we
think that every christian should be
disposed to admit that the provisions above
referred 10 pive all the guarantees for
religiovs instruction poecible in the eirs
cumstances.  The only otlier alternatives
are the adoption by the legislature of somo
form of instruction as the religion of the
state, or ibe division of the school toney
among the several zects.  The first, even
thoze who believe it desirable, know to be
impossible.  The secend would dissipate
and weste the small mears available for
public insttuction, would deprive many
peor distriets of schoonls, and would
excite an incalculable amount of politico-
sectarian  animosily.  We subjoin  for
ccmparison the provision of the new law
of New Brenswick on 1he subjeet :—
*Aleo 10 exert his best endeavors hoth by
exauple and precept, 1o impress upon the
minds of hisecholars the principles of the
christian religion, morality and equity,
pravided that no child shall be reguired tn
read or atudy in or frem any religious
Leok, or to juin in any exercize of devo.
tion or religion which shall be objected to
by his or her parents or guardiang.”
Here we clese for the present our
comments on the new szcheol law. It
propoges nothing ewtopian or untried, bug



