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COURTING ANI) MATING OF OEC'ANTHUS FISCr,,TUS

HAR RIS. SBy J- P. JENSEN, ENTOtIIL(>GICAI. I)EP.Rl'5IENT UIRNELL UNIVERSITY.le Was My gond fortunje to observe during the latter part of Auguat,in Soutliers Min nesota, the cOsrtinig aud nlatlng of Oecanthus lsijsone of the tree-crickets as yet without a C-1mmon riante, unless we calIi hthe "Dark Whistler," a rinte Proposed by Professor Comstock.'he inscct under observation was dOing his best, and 1 watchcd thewonderful, rapid motion of tise wings tliat were elevated above the backat an angle of about 6o degrees, and making a blur to the eye s0 fast werethey being rasped together. A feinale sias soon seen hurrying up the

stenm, but stili near the base. Site stopled, twirled her antennes andwalked a little higher, then ran ont on a ceaf and back again, plainlygtsided by the music. Wlsen withiu a foot of the maIe he detectcd herpresence. The song changed, it was more broken. She ran out onanother leaf scarching for tIse msale, and lie lient ont a littie farther andapparentlyIredoubîed bis rffarts. The leaves were oniy a few inchesapart, and she either saw or heard that lie was still Iîigher up, for Shte tanback to the stems, nsotnted tu the leaf where the male was and ran out onit, but on the under side, placing herself longitudinaîîy upon ht. The maieturned, placed himself in similar position and was quiet, the oniy motionnoticed being the swaying and gentîy stroking together of the blackJanuary, igop


