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cial ma, the tourist, or in the social and domestie eirele—no argu-
ment on my part is nevded,  Weie any further proof necessary, it
will be found in the daily joumals of the eity, amongst « Wunts,”
where elerks speaking and writing both F:mgungvs fluently are
required.  ‘The English speaking portion of the country will not
alone be benefitted by receiving a good education m ther own ver-
nacular, but they wilfdori\'c much additional benetit by acquiring
a knowledge of the French Janguage,—for hvmg in a commuanity,
whete the French proves so important an clement, as it does in this
Province, it is evidem that a knowledue of it becomes a necessary
medium of onward progress and success. The benetits will pechaps
be equally, if not more sensibly felt by those who speak the Freuch.
That the English Ia wuage forms an important feature in the Nor-
mal Modet Schools, will render it of vast importance to French
Canadians ; for in the inereasing fueilities of communicating with
Engiand, a knowledze of the English language becomes a necessity
and without such knowledge, Canadian emterprise would receive a
cheek which would greatly mar its progress.  (Cheers.)

Mr. Regnaud said : the Superintendant ot Public Tustruetion, and
Director of the Normal School, having invited me to take patinthe
the opening ceremonies of this school, 1 considered it my duty to be
present. 1 must inform you, with that fraukuess which has cha-
racterised every action of my life, that I considered this invitation
as extremely flattering, Cosll it be otherwise 7 1 who have devoted
20 of the best years of my life to teaching, always look back with
pleasure to the past, persuaded that these years were not k.m.‘ Ha-
ving been called upon by the Ministerof Public Instruction in France
1o establish and direct one of the first primary Normal Schools that
ever existed in the conutry of our forefathers, I owe to the powerful
impulse which I had given to that insutution the honor of being
chosen, about twenty years ago, by Mons. Guizot, then Miaister of
Public Instruction, 10 come and establish in Canada the first primary
Nonnal School. My reception was most cordial, and T at once per-
ceived that much good could be done in Canada. My first impres-
sion was, however, that T had come a little too soon.  The internal
political dissentions of 1637 happened sumne weeks after the openung
of the Normal School, and the establislunent was by these encums-
tances converted into a guard house. ‘The pupils dispersed, and
thereafter the formatien of a Nornal School became inpossible.
My colleague, M. Findlater, a young gentleman from Scotland, of
great talent and ability—as prudent as he was learned—then united
with me in expressing our regret that we had ever come to Canada.
I must, however, do justice to the members of the commission of the
Normal School—these gentlemen did everything they possibly could
do to re-establish the school, but it was'in vain—the magic spell
had passed over—it was too late.  Besules, there was not then any
law relative to education, so that the salaries of the teachers was

recarions—they were only paid by the voluntary subscriptions ot

y @ monthly rate—it was then the lowest of all professions. To-day,
however, ladies and gentlemen, the state of things is altered.  The
Province enjoys the benefit of u law on public instruction, and its
working fully answers the expectations of those who made and
passed it. ‘The future of teachers, ‘vithout being very bright, is at
least assured. Scholastic mumeipalities have been jormed as if by
enchantment in every part of the Province of Canada—so that the
benefits arising from education are already very generally felt.
Normal schools therefore could not have been opened under more
auspicions circumstances.

Having myself performed the functions of Director of a Normal
school, it is but right that I should state to the public what are the
autributes of a Normal School.

Before the end of the 18th century, the word normal was only
used in Geometry—it indicated o perpendicular line brought down
to, or rising upon another line—and even now, in Geometry, the nor-
mal of a line 1s nothing more than the perpendicular of that line.
To understand properly the meauing of the word, as applied to tea-
ching, it is necessary that we should refer to its derivauon,

The Latin word Norma signifies the manner of proceeding con-
formably to reason—to the nature of things, and to general usage,

To render a school primary Nonmal, it is necessary that it should
embrace all the branches of primary teaching. A Norinal School
being intended to train teachers, must not confine itseif to the expo-
sition of different methods of teaching, nor to examples of the
application of these methods. It is also its duty to review every
thing teachable in elementary schools, to correct all errors that may
affect it, to regulate all the principles composing it, and to place
teaching in the way to perfection the most complete and the soonest
attained. The object olP a Normal Scheol is therefore, 1st To trawm
primary school teachers. 2nd To try to verify all the different me-
thods of primary echool teaching. ~Its teaching, must, therefore,
comprehend, in(?ependemly of moral and religious instruction, which
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must be placed at the head of all teaching—reading, writing, French
and English Giammar, Geography, Arithmetie, the rudiments of
Geometry, Algebia, and Trigonometry, Surveying, the measuring of
sohds, linear drawing, drawing plans and coioring the sane. ‘The
use of mathematical mstruments, particularly of the theodolite and
marnner’s compass, some ideas of Nutural Philosophy, Chemistry
and Natural UHistory 5 Elements of History general y, and particu-
larly that of Canada; Elements of Astronomy; of Music, either
vocal or instrumental s some knowledge of Agriculture, and espe-
cially of Hortienlture, comprising the trimming of fruit trees, and
the diffierent methods of grafting.  Book-keeping shonld also be
teught, but in a practical manner—cach pupil keéping up « corres-
pondence and a responsibility, as it he were comnected with, and
tendering an account 1o some fictitious firm,

Pupils”of the Normal School—there are in very parish some
persons towands whom all eyes are tmned. These are, let the
Cwi¢, and neat the teacher; the latter, as well as the former,
exercises an apostolical mission.  This inission, although of a
secular character, is, nevertheless, important. A Teacher should
not only be always on_his guard, but he should also be the pattern
man of the parish.  Does fie wish to be respected? he must be
1espectable. Qur Saviour said, stnite parculos remre ad me. A
teacher should also say—following the example of our Divine
Master—« Sufler little children 10 come unto me.” IHe should
love them as a father—correet them mildly, aud, above all, insteuet
them with gentleness, patience and kindness. 1 have often remarked
the influence of example upon men, and more especially upon
children.  When [ performed the duties of Inspector, I have, in
many insta ~es, judged at first sight of the good qualities, or detected
the particwar faults of a teacher, by the inspection of the pupils.

A teacher can easily impart seteuce to his pupils, but it is not so
casy to impart virtues. For this, the best lesson is exam~le. Besides,
we are in the habit of continually applying the following principle
of law, Nemo dat_quod non habet—no person can give what he does
not possess. To be able to bring up youth in the paths of virtue,
we must be virtuous ourselves. It is at the Normal School, in atten-
ding the conferences, that teachers will learn to know each other, to
appreeiate and to esteemn one another, They will, to a certain extent,
resumne their own course of education, and full of a new ardour, will
zo foith thronghout the Province to put in practice the methods
which have been explained to them.  Permit me, my lords, ladies
and gentlomen, in conclusion, to remark that the Normal Scheol is
the cornerstone, the foundation of primary edueation. Prom this
school teachers will go forth entrusted with the noble mission of
mstructing the rising generation of this most tlourishing portion of
Lower Canada, and above all, to impress upon the minds of youth
the moral, religious, and social viitues requisite, as well for their
own welfare as for that of society in general. Mr. le Directenr of
the Normal School, your mission is great and glorious, as is also
that of your fellow laborers.  But above all, Mr. Superintendent of
Publie Instruction, upon you has devolved the noble task of regen-
erating tns beautiful country of my adoption—endowed at the same
tine with youth, a courage prool” against every thing—these rue
quahties which make at the £ me time the religious, the learned,
and the intelligent man, as also the man of the world—the entire
population ot Lower Canada places full confidence in you, and we
all unite in the fervent hope that your enteiprise will "be crowned
with success.

Mr. Regnaud reswined his seat amudst Joud and long continued
cheering.

After some concluding remarks from the Superintendent, the choir
sing, Partant pour le Syrie and God save the Queen and the
meeting adjourned.

McGill Normal School.

At three o’clock in the afternoon of the same day the ceremony of
the opening of this Institution took place in presence of a numerous
and fashionable aundience.

The Hall was crowded toexcess, and chortly after the hour appoin-
ted, a procession of the officers was formed which entered the Hall
m the following order. The Secretary of McGill College in costume,
The Secretary and officers + £ the department of Education,—School
Inspectors,—members of the Protestant Board of Examiners, the
Rev. Mr. Verrcau, Principal and the Professors of the Jacques Car-
tier Normal School, tire Professors of the MeGill Normal School, the
Hon. Judge Day, president of the Board of Governors of the Uuiver-
sity, Mr. Dawson, Principal of the University and of the McGill
Normal School. The Governors, Doctors, Professors and Students of
the University, in costume.

His Lordship the Anglican Bishop of Montreal and Mr. Principal



