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appearance of harshness in behaviour. Let that courtesy dis-
tinguish your demeanour, which sprines not so mucli fromn
studied politeness, as from a niild and gentie lîeart. Follow the
customs of the world in matters indifferent, but stop when they
become sinful. Let your manners be simple and natural ; and
of course they will bcecngaging. Affetation is certain deformity.
By forming themselves on fantastic anodels, and vying with
one another in every reigning folly, the young begin with being
rîdiculous, and end in being vicious and immoral.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *
It is necessary to recommend to you sincerity and truth.

This is the basis of every virtue. That darkness of character,
where we cani see no heart, those f'oldings of art, through which
no native affection is allowed to penctrate, present an objeet,
unamiable in every season of life, but rarticularly odious in
youth. If, at an age whcen the heart is warm, when the cnio-
tions are stronag, and when nature is expected to show itself free
and open, you can already, smile and deceive, what are we to
look for when you shall bc longer hackneycd in the ways of men;-
when interest shall have complcted the obduration of your heart,
and experience shall have imiproved you in ahl the arts of guile ?
Dissimulation in youth is the forerunner of pcrfidy in old ige.
Its first appearance is the fatal omen of growing depravity and
future shame. Lt degrades parts and learning, obscures the
lustre of every accomplishment, and sinks you into contempt
with God and man.

BLAIR.

Tiue Iliglier Ediication of Woncns.

A report has just been published on the examination for
women conducted by the University of Caîabridge ast July.
This is the third annual examination of the kind hcld by thie
University, and it is satisfactory to find that the number of
candidates inecases steadily. Begining with thirty-six candi-
dates in the first year, the Univcrsity hiad eighity-four cand idates
in the second year, and a hundred and twenty-nine last July.
Lt would appear, notwithistanding the absoluite sinallncss of'
these numbers that the examination meets a want whicli is
generally feit..-

The report of the Syndicate is on the whole decidedly favour-
able. A table of general rcsults speaks eloqucntly thirough its
bare figures of the evils of woinen's educationi as it basn been
hitherto conducted. While less than 10 per cent. of the
candidates are rejected in the language group, 43 per cent. are
rejectcd in thec preliniinary group, coîîsisting of arithinetie,
history and gcography, and Englishlî iterature. Again, the
figures speak of the very unsatisfaetory mnanner in whicli .a
sinatteringr of natural science is ordinarily tau-lit. Of ail
educational impositions, the worst is that which professes to
tcach botany, zoology, and geology, without a scientifie ktowvledge

of te sbjet. nother sigîîificant fact drawn fr-oui thle samn,
figures is this-that only 9 per cent. of the whiole nuînber of-
caindidates present themnselves for examination in inusie and
drawing.

The one point whieh seems to be always weak in the examlin-
tion work of girls and woinen, as tested by the Universities, ie
ariflimetie. At Southampton, the other day, every one of the
senior candidattes in one examination was pluckcd for aritlimetic.
The report of the Syndicate points to a chanlge in this respect.
By constant plucking, the exanuîners scein to have effected a
reforin, for they report that "lthere is a marked iniprovement.
in this subjeet." On the other hand, in English composition
great inaccuracy of punctuation, 64 amouîîting in many intstances
to utter disregard of ail rule and prineiple, was a prevailing
defect in the essays sent up by the candidates." Il The Latin
scholarship exhibited was quife on a par with the average of*
the scholarship of a publie sclaool sixtlh forra, or of candidates
for the classical tripos in tlieir first year." In Frenchi translation
want of Ilfldelity and closcness " is complained of, and in

grammar the answers were not s0 good as the answers of the
best boys of a public school in the grammiar of the Greek
language. In mathematies thiere was a niarkcd improvement
over last year, and some parts of the papers wcre decidcdly welh
donc. In Euclid, " one candidate answered every question
except one rider." ln staties, astronomy, and dynaniies, one
candidate showed knowledge Il thorougbily sound as far as if
went." But the report points to a wcakness in abstract rcasoning
which is not incompatible with very considerable e-uecess in
gconietry and applicd niathematies. It &says of flic algebra paper
-Il While candidates arc folirly skillcd in the management of
symibols, they seeni to have little idea of' a logical proof." La
gYCOlogy and physical geograplhy, "l1no one lias donc well. The
answcrs are, in miost cases, shiallow anîd full of' bad blunideis."
In political eeonomy, the miajority of the papers "lgave evideiîce
of conscientious and intelligent Ftudy of the subjeets, and shiowed
an apprehiension of principles livcly and clear as far as if went,
though not profound." In -eolog-y and phyýical geography there
was an insufficient knowledge of' the simple laws of' plysies, and
no one showed even a Il tolerable aequaintance with t he outlines
of systematie geology, or any knowledgc at all of'pal.-eonfology."
Ln the answers on art bistory '- thie donminant fault is vagueness.
They refleet general inmpressions, rafdier than any considerable
amount of precise knowledge."

These alternate failures and successes are easily reduccd to a
g"encra] law. The candidates do best in those subjeets wiceh they
mnay be supposed to have taken up for the first time; tliey do
worst in thiose subjects upon whichi they have been employed al
their seliool life. ln Latin, wvieh is ra rely lcarned by girls, the
examiner finds evidence of lihard and genuine stuidy." In
Frenchi, which ail girls leara, flic standard attained is vcry much
lowcr. In German, which is learrîvd by nîany, thioughi not by
ahl, the resulf s are muchi the saine as in Frcnclî-cxcepf tlîaf
the few wvho Il iad taken the trouble to rcad thie philological
subjeets recommended "-wh)o were dealing, tliat is, with wholly
ncw matter-"l answercd the -questions exccedingly weh." ln
EnghIish, whicli probably every girl supposes hcersclf to know by
instinct, the failure was miost îîarked. In geology, whicbi has
for soniec tinie past been ratier a flîxvourite subjeet in ladies'
schîools, the answers werc unsati.sfacfeory to tlic last degree;
whcrcas in the hiarder subjeet or îîîafhîcnîaýtics, and in the less
attractive subjeet of political cconomy, the average of succcss
was decidedly good. Noth ing could more clearly bring out the
fwo great defeets from which the educationi of women now
sufirs-w-ant of good teachers and want of good texf-books. In
Latin there arc no fexf-books specially intended foi womnen, and
few or~ no women who profcss to teach if. Consequcntly, in
Latin thie candidates arc found on a level withi young meni of
thec sainele , the reason bcing that thîey have learnit if froin the
saine sources and onilthie samce mc'tliod. In Freneh, on the con-
trary, e%,cry governcss is reputed able f0 teach it, and nearly
evcry master hias written the granîîîîar which bIis pupils use. Lt
would be well if the Syndicate would gîve the candidates some
gruidance in thîis respect by spccifying, a grammnar in whichi the
lan-guage may bc studicd with thoroughies,,s and exaetncss. The
hiabit of lcarning French simply foi, the purpose of conversation
lias been of great inij ury fo girls, and niaîy of flic books to which
in the absence of any authioîitativc hint, thcey are likely to f ura,

areally nothing more than attenîpts at nîaking a short eut f0
this goal. Thie chief need of'woiicn af the present finie is not so
mucha thît tlîey sliould learn. more, as fhiat they slîould leara
whaf they do leara better. There is lardlv a gid's' sehool in flhc
eounit'ry which would not give a really iberah education if only
lalf' fic subjeets whîieli figure in ifs pi-ograni nie werc taught in
practice as well as in profession.-P1alll Gazette, Nov. 8.

Tlie great deficiencies in feniale education lic in f horoughncss,
care, logical stricfncss, and precision. Tlae apprehension of
w mien is far more lively, thîcir natial powers of expression
m are copionis, tlîan f hose of aien ; but they lack ftadiness and
depth. Tlacir range of view înay bc wider, but if is lcss accurate.

[DEcEmimit, 1871.


