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ineniber of Parlianient. This lias its
2idvantages, but it lias also its disad-
-vantages.

One, two, tbree înoneyed men, if
.;o disposed, can bring on a financial
crisis in a few moris which must of
necessity empty the pulpit. Starting
lu somie insignificant quarter, seemn-
ingly, disaffection miay spread to more
jnfluential persons, and even iveil-dis-
posed mninds Ina> becomie poisoned,
and wrong triumph for the nonce.
Church courts too often can do but
littie in the premises. The evii is so
subtie in iLs operation, iL consists of
so many minute constituents, tliat it
semnis too diminutive to be assailed in
formai fighit; yet like dryrot ini wood,
it will destroy the whole ecclesiastical
fabric by and by.

The rernedy. What is the reniedy ?
The prime remedy is the grace of

ýGod '.n the heart, the spirit of Christ
iiithin, restraining, constraining,
sanctifv'ing, making Clirist-like. But
what shiould be is, alas, too often
wanting. Another renîedy, hiowever,
an auxiliary, is available and easy of
application, to wit, genuine brotherli-
-ness between minister and ininister in
the ivhole round of opportunity.

The forms it mnay tLake are mani-
fold. Nowv, the formn of kindly inter-
course between brethren living in
near proxiriiity. Now, the formi of
generous Itlli enthusiastic apprecia-
tion of each othier's excellences and
achievements. But especially NvilI it
talce the formi of a jealous care over
the good nazuie of every faithiful
preacher of the Word. No counten-
ance will bc given to evil reports,
come whence they niay, unless the
truth of the statemnent be clear as
noonday. Ii a way flot to bc mis-
taken, the talebearer ivill be shown

àijat bis fruit is not credited, -whi1e
himiself is looked upon wvith more
than suspicion. Evcry opportunity
will bz; seized ta speak a good word
for the 'înjustly assailed, and for
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every %vord of detraction spoken, ten
words of defence and comniendation
~i'ill be returned. Each w'ill make bis
brother's case his ow-n, and wviIl count
every unjust charge and base insinua-
tion against anothar as a blow aimied
ai. imiself Such is the brotherliness
here pleaded for, and, pray, is there
not only too niuch need for the plea?
For, since the days thiat tungues cul-
iiinatcd iii the crucifixion of Christ,
and in the martyrdom of Stephen
(Johin ii., 19-2 1, Nix. 7 ; Acts vi. i i-
14), -Mien wvas there greater danger to
ministers of the gospel than ai. the
l)resent imfe ?

Secularisin is creeping into the ver>-
lbcart and core of our Zion. The
money-power ic accorded, iii too
many congregations, a place and a
honage which God neyer intended it
to, rossess. The notion ib spreading
in every direction that the ruinister is
but the '« hired mani" who must pleasc
hiis emiployer-the money-pover-or
lus servires ivili be dispensed with.
The pastoral relationship is being
stripped of its sacredness and author-
ity, and the temptatian to somne is
almnosi. irresistible ta pander to popu.
lar favour, and to -sel the truth prac-
tically to retain stipend.

Let evcry niinister, thererore, and
every candidate for the ministry, con-
stitute hiniseif a vigilance coniittc
of one for the defence of miinibterial
character, and for the maintenance of
faithful, fearless, unfavouring adminis-
tration of word and ordinances, whlat-
ever dislikes miay be taken, or wvbat-
ever personil ]îardships mnay betide
in the discharge of dutv. Cicrical
h-ot/zc,-/ilc.rs foi- Inuffal dcefezce alid

ezc .1rgeet, this is the need of the
lieur. Corne, then, brother, your
maile and your service'

BIRD.S7 are seldoi takzen in their
llighit; the more we are on the iving
of lieavenly thoughts, the more we
escape snares.-,Ifantoni.


