
Kiiox Collège iYfontlzly.I 9

Looking at the past and present activity in Geri-an theological thought,
men often ask, XVhat is the influence of Christianity upofl the masses ? Is the
supply of that vasf theological literature to be attributed to a demand on the
part of the comnion p-eople ? The answer will, howevcr. appear less strange
if vie keep in mind what that influence bas been. in the past.

The Reformation was preëminentIy a popular one. Whern the Emperor and
the Pope rejected Luther's cause bis only remaining prop wvas the people, s0
that iii the rulers and subjccts of the petty States, whose irsîerests ciashed with
those of the Emperor, the new creed found its strongest supporters. And
when Luther's labors in the Wartburg had placed the Sword of the Spirit in the
harsds of the people, no earthly power could binder theni froni embracing the
new faith as their own.

That religion was the corsîrolling motive of that age adrnits of no question.
Until far into the seventeenth century it was the province of ail, from the
prince to the beggar, to enquire and to know in wlom they believed, and
to make their life coniforn- to their belief. In the bousehold the Bible and
hymn-boo)k were first and las-tbe surest guide in ail critical periods of life,
the strongest staff in the paths of sorrov and death. In the schools no bigher
science wvas knowvn tban the creed ofîthe Fathers. In public affiuirs the ideal
of those who favor the close connection between Church and Stale wvas realized
in the purifying and Christianizing influence of the Churcbi upon the State. Not
a few rulers were known to bave found time, amiidst their mnany duties, to read.
the Bible tbrough;, fifty and six:y times. In short, faîtb wvas the rule in ail
relations of life, private and public.

To this period of the Gospel's power and purity succeeded one of dead
orthodoxy-tbe iniddle ages of Germ-an Protestantisin. I-buse and school,
Church and State, literature and art were al] under the sway of an orthodoxy
in which îbci. newv birth was rarely present. ChristiarÂty and worldliness stood
side by side. The churches, indeed, 'vere filled, but niainly with sleeping
worsbippers, and a cburch in Arnstadt actually found it necessary to appoint
a special officer to kecp) the drowsy ones awake.

TMien there arose, in contrast to the ossified doctrine and secularized life of
the Churcli, tbe mnovenient of Pietisni. It made pure religion consist in the
personal lifc alone ; it tiugbt ie to love not the world. But it erred in
being too legal and external, and irn lime gave place to Rationalisin. This
systî-m made the intellect supremne and the nieasure of ill truilh ; it atuained:
ils fullcst growth at tbe beginning of this century, so that mnany of the genera-
tion noiv passing awvay have spent their youtb and early nianhood under its.
bligbîiing, influence. Religion in tl-e life of the people then experitenced ils
deepest decline. l'le cherches were emiptird and tbe theatres filled, for
nothing but the skill of the speaker could draw becarers to the prcacbing of the
Word. Hymins, usually witnessing for tbe îruilb when ail other voices Nvere
silent, wvere altered to suit the tunes. To find a believing Christian wvas dimf-
cuit; to fmnd one who lived near Christ almost impossible. The German
citizen of the olden timie, wvbo aspired to be a fatber of a famiiily with a spot-
less nanie, a mcm iber of a respectable trade or profession, an iribabitant of a
town whose joys and sorrowvs bie shared, and, above ail], a good Christian, had
at Ibis limie subordinated everytbing to the grccd of gain, wvanting even the
tinte to think of God.

A turning point in this evil tide came wberi the wvars of freedomi woke to-
life men's deepest longings, and produced a spirit of' religious earnestness.
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