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to lead to the disregard of the Lord's day sud the ardinancos o! the Lord's house,
Christian people at home and elsewlieie, who, support the Army, becbg mean-
while led to believe, by a systemn of reporting whlch, las been shown over and
over again to, bo utter]y hollow, and worse, that the Salvation Arnxy le gloriously
nxarching on to, victory, ' raw heathen 'in thow.uandâ being swept into the Chris-
tian ranks, when, in fact, no sucli t1'ing takes place. But to collect a crowd by
mens of torches, a band, shouting aud dancing, js, In thls country, and espe-
cially among the easily excited pariali people, the casiest thing possible. 'The
abandonment of idolatry and becoming steady, patient disciples of the Lord Jesus
Christ is a different, mat ter altogether."

This same dificulty and other possible perils of the Army's workc arc

kindly but firnily treated in an earnest and dignified letter, which %vas

issuqd in 1889 hy the xissionarics of the nine societies at work in Madras.

" The work of the Salvation Army in India has been inucli extolled by sorne
crft.ics, and attempts have been made to dlaim for IL a measure of success far
greater than that whlch bas followed the mlssionary work of tk,3- socicties ; but
sucli attempts have heen made on wholly insufficient grounds.

"'The statisties of the Army for India have Laot been tabulated with exactness,
and its official, reportis have flot plnced before fixe public ail the facts on Which a
truc verdict shxould rest. While we earnestly desire the success o! every mis-
sion agcncy, 'which in the spirit of Christ seeks the salvation of India, we are
compelled to state tliat in South, Tadia thxe work of the Arnxy bas not been suc-
cessf ul flecent statistios, and statistlcs are the approvedl and app]ied test of the
Army itselt, show that its adherents, few o! 'whom are really the result o! its
own work, are deereasing la number. It has swelled !ts ranks with the converts
o! other churches, 'who have not been improved by the transition, and nxany of
theni have again returned to their own folds. The whole of ifs work has been
done within areas under process of evangelization by other societies, and only
*where churches have been planted and work firmly establlshed by other mission
zigencies have Salvation Army agents planted themselves, and only to exert a
disturbing influence on existlng churchcs. By such a course only, unjust and
objectionable s it je, lias it been possible for the agents of the Army to exist in
India. Compelled by their rules to seek local self-support, they have found it
easier to exhibit their need and appeal wlth success to Christians than to appea,
to alindus,1 and ini this way they have diveirted funds from, other Christian work.
Ouly the rnerest fraction o! their support lias ever corne from non-Christans
Tho there arc znany districts in which froni want of laborers no mîssionary work
is donc, the Ârrny bas car6f uly avoidcd these. It bas been compelled to seeck
the common necessarles of ilfe first of ail> so that the cholco Of fjelds bas been
detcrmiued not by the spiritual needs of flindus, but by the niaterial needs of
the Army.

"L t has been affirmed that the agents of the Axnxy have been able to corne
loto dloser sympathy with the natives Of India than mission2aries do, and that
they have donc this by dlscarding the dress; and cuptonms o! Buropeans. Both
these statenients are incorrect. For at least two centuries the Englishman bas
been a familiar figure in India. To this generation ho I8 fow aluxost as faniliar

as the Mussulrnan. To Uladus bis dress seenin to be even attractive. While no
Blndu dreanis o! adopting the Mussulman costume, thousanda (J Elodus are now
adupting the E ngiish dress :It ls impossible, therefore, that what is famillar and
attractive cati at the anme time lie specially repellent. AUl who know anythlng
O! human mature wll agree thht not by a particular dress, but by intelligence
and true sympathy, do we flnd acces to, the hearts o! men. Soul must touch,


