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in Proverbs, * Seest thou a man diligent in his business ¢ he shall stand
before kings.”” MHe then handed Sir George a casket containing a scroll
recording the resolution of the court conferring on him the freedom. It
was disappointing that Sir George Williams, who was received with deafen-
ing applause, read Ius reply ; but no doubt the august ceremony was no
mean ordeal. We have not all nerves of steel.

But for the prompt chairmanship of M. Andre, of Paris, the voluminous
business of Tuesday morning could not have been compressed within the
allotted space. As it was, the claborate programme was carried out to
the tick of the clock. Paper and discussion followed by rule and measure,
so that, in the brief space of a single sitting, four papers were submitted,
which, if not raked by scathing criticism, were neverieless subjected to
the many-sided test of many minds. Dr. Karl Fries, of Stockholm, in his
paper on the ““ Y. M. C. A. and Foreign Missions,” carried apparently the
whole assemblage with him. 'We may take it that the jubilee conference
is consentient on this point, that ‘“ under no circumstances shounld an asso-
ciation, or a union of such, start a mission of their own, which would
lead to, and kas, when attempted, led to serious conflicts and difficulties.”?
Mr. W. Hind Smith dealt, in his paper, with the qualifications necessary
for a member of the governing body of an association. The only objec-
tion taken to this paper was that the standard sct up was so near perfec-
tion that we might go forth, Asop-like, with our lantern at midday to seek
for the desired treasure in vain. The thorny subject of finance was next
treated by Mr. Christian Phildius, of Berlin ; and as finance in Y. M. C. A.
matters (in England at all events) involves, as its correlative, debt, the dis-
cussion which followed turned mainly on that pivot. The collective wis-
dom amounted to this : Ifin debt, pray yourself out of it ; if not in debt,
do not lightly incur it. The subject of ‘¢ Higher Biblical Instruction
Among Young Men” was finally submitted to the mecting in a thoughtful
paper read by the Rev. James Hastings, M.\., of Bervie, Scotland.
While a thoughtful paper, we felt that one man’s view on such a topic
furnished far too meagre data to serve as a basis of discussion. What is
called the special or exhaustive study of some one book of Scripture yiclds,
we fear, quite as often as otherwise, scholastic supesficialism.

A business meeting was held with closed doors at three ».x.; and, as
we were on the wrong side of the door, we can only record the results as
unspeakable. A special value, however, attaches to the public thanksgiv-
ing service held in St. Paul’s Cathedral in the evening, when the Bishop
of Ripon preached from the words ¢ What must we do that we might work
the works of God ¥” This sermon was much spoken of, and evidently
made a deep impression on the delegates who were in a position to follow
it. 'What a power the pulpit is when adcquately filled by a man of gift
and grace ! It has, and can lave, no earthly rival.

We now come to the jubilee day of the jubilee conference—Wednesday,
Junc 6th—the day described by Mr, Wanamaker, who presided, as ‘ the



