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time there was a spirit of inquiry and a desire for reform, which made them
patticularly accessible.  For several years the hope was entertained by the
missionaries and the converts that a reformation might be effected witkin
the Armenian or Gregorian Church itself, Schools were opened, inquirers
multiplied, and for a time even the Armenian patriarch himself expressed
his satisfaction with the movement, It sson became apparent, however,
that the ecclesiastics did not wish a genuine reform, and they inaugurated
aviolent persecution, which drove all the evangelicals out of the old church,
and completed the organization of an evangelical church,
One hundred and twenty-five churches
membership of about thirteen thousand.

goernment—is the best adapted to

but the large
majority, having had an experience of

afraid of any-

thing that resembles their former despotic system. The missionaries have
held and still believe that the outcome of genuine missionary work is the

fast as they are able to assume it,
As to the general management of the missionary work during its pres-
it stage of development, after considerable discussion a plan was adopted
- by a general conference at Constantinople in 1883, and approved by the
E Board, which provides that missionaries and natives are to share the re-
| sponsibility equally.  Whenever there is a ditference of opinion as to the
use of missionary funds—a contingency which scldom ariscs—the mission-
b 2y voice is to control. In everything clse the responsibility is cqual.
] been adopted much carlier.,
by this sharing of the work together,
b dit has been 2 gain to the work itsclf. Tt shows the People that the
work is properly their own, and the missionarics are merely their helpers ;
andit is a step preparatory to the transfer of the whole responsibility to

ibe people,

From the beginning of this work in Turkey the supreme aim has been,
p ™t educational, but cvangelistic. The Bible Thas been the basis, and the
: fort has been 1o put the Bible within the reach of cvery family in their
oma vernacular.  In this endeavor we have always had the most gencrous
2d hearty co-operation; of the American and the British and Forcign Bible
 Scieties. A degree of cducation wa-~ necessary in order to make the
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