
1~2 THE BAIRRISTER.

the bicycle hiad wheels did not
makze it a carniage any more than
it did a wheelbarrow or roller-
skates. The Courts, however,
held that the words Ilany sort -of
cariage" Ilvere broad enougli f0
include the bicycle, and fliat the
person propelling a bicycle drives
it as mucli as one drives ai horse
or as an engineer drives an en-
gine for lie controls ifs course
and regulafes ifs speed.

The anomalous cliaracter of thec
bicycle and its use, hiowever,
necessitafes sonie slighit varia-
tions in appiying the Iaw of car-
niages and vehicles fo if, and if
seems thaf the -wheelmnan in rý-
ing the road partakes sonîewhat
of the nature of a horseman and
to some extent reaps the benefifs
and disadvantages of the imime-
morial usages and customs ap-
plicable to him. For instance, if
semns fliat there is no law re-
quiring a horseman fo turn to flie
riglifh. -The ruie seems to, be thaf
a man on horsebackl% should be
go'verned rather by his notions of
prudence, and should be- required
to consider somewhat the con-
venience of vehicles whicli lie
meets, depending upon their char-
acter. A horseman sliould yield
-the travelled frack f0 a vehicle,
particularly if if is heavily laden,
where he can do so wifliout peril.
The facts thaf bicycles and horses
can pass along a frack mucli nar-
rower fhan fhat required for car-
niages, and fhaf fhey also occupy
mucli less space in lengfh, are of
weight in determining flie dufy of
the wlieehnan or rider. So,' f00,
is the facf fb-at his conf roi is more
absolufe than lhaf of fthe driver
of liorses attaclied te carniages.
A bicyclist, however, cannof be
forced to ride lis machine on
dangerous gnound, and fhe cardi-
nal mule, subjeef f0 fthe above

considerations, is: "Keep to the
riglit."

In general ternis the law of the
bicycle may be summed up in the
followîng paragraplis:

Ail persons have a riglit to usé
a public highway in the ordlinary
manner in safety, and mu-.nicipal
corporations or cities are, lable to
bicyclists for injuries incurred by
reason of -defective roads, pro-
vided they are not guilty of con-
tributory negligence. But a muni-
cipal corporation is flot an in-
slirer, and ail that is required of
it is that it shiaH use reasonable.
diligence fo keep the hîgh-way in
reasonabiy good condition for saf e
trai-el by flie ordinary means of
vehicIes in greperal. But the cor-
poration is under no special obli-
gation to wheelmen, and an ob-
struction or defect ivhich wîll
cause an injury te a w.heel or ifs
rider, will nof sustain an action
unless it is also sufficient ttc oper-
ufte as a defect 'witli relation fo
vehicles in general. Thus, a stone
miglit be, disastrous to a bicycle
andý stili have no effect upon a
carniage, and in sucli case the
wlieelma,.n would probably have

The driver or owner of a vehi-
cie wlio wilfully or negligently
causes a collision or damages a
bicycle while left stan.ding by flie
street curb or roadside, would be
lhable for the injury; but it is fthe
duty of a wheelman f0 avert colli-
sion if possible, and he cannot re-
cover damnages unless he himself
-was free from contributory neg-
ligence in permitting the collision
or the injury complained of.

-. person injured while commit-
fing an illegal acf cannot recover
flierefor; so ini States having Sun-
day laws, a wheelman riding on
Sunday for business or pleasure-
cannot recover damages if in-
jured.
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