1856.

Church missionary, met withan accident
whilst in company with Dr Wilson, when
travelling from Poona to Sattara. The
bullocks got oft” the road, and with the
vehicle and passengers fell down a steep
bank. Dr Duil’ suifered some slight in-
Jury, which, however, did not prevent
his continuing his journey. Dr Wilson
eseaped with a slight bruise. )

AUSTRALIA.
Proroskv union or PREsBYTERIAN
CiturcHES IN AUSTRALIA.

"Tire Froe Presbyterian Synod of Vie-
toria held its annual meeting on the Bth
November at Geclong.

The Rev. Dr MacKavy stated that ne-
gotiations for union had been going on
for two yearspast. He believed that the
articles of union, which had at length
been drawn up, were on a basis which
met with mutual consent.

The Rev. Dr Cairns read thearticles
of Union, which were as follows :—

“ Articles of Union bevween the Free
Preshyterian Synod of Victoria and the
Synod of Victoria (colonial branch of
Established Church), agreed to by the
Union Committee of the former body,
and submitted to the Union Committee
of the latter:—

“ ¥, That the Westminster Confession
of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Cate-
chisms, the form of Presbyterian Church
Governnient, the Directory for Public
Waorship, and the Sceond Book of Dis-
cipline, be the standards and formulas of
this Church.

% 1. That according to the views and
principles laid down in the said Confes-
sion, on the duty of the civil magistrate
in regurd to religion, setting forth that he
is bound and required to use his official
power and influence for the maintenance,
protection, and support of the truth, and
the restraining and putting down error
and ungodliness, but that this be done
only in accordance with the require-
ments of the Word of God, and within
the sphere to which mere civil authority
is by that Word restricted ; and that, in
subseribing 1o the said Confession, the
ministers and elders of this Church are
not to be understood as_encouraging or
cauntenancing perseeuting and intoler-
ant firinciples, or as professing any views
incongistent with liberty of conscience
and the xight of private judgment.

“ II1. That, according totherulesand
principles laid down m the said Confes-
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sionyin regard to the sole Headship of -
Christ over his Church, and the autho-
rity with which Ie has invested her ro-
lers, they have an independent and ex-
clusive jurisdiction over the government
of the Church in all spiritual things, and
that it belongs to themn alone to admitor
exclude members and office-bearers, and |
to license or ordain ministers, to inducs
and settle them over congrenations, and
tosuspend or depose them: and that with
these and the like functions, it is equally
presumptuous and unwarrantable in the
magistrate to interfere, and faithless and
sinful in the Church to permit or submit
to such interference ; and that from any
of the decisions of ber judicatories, in re-
ference to such spiritual matters, there
can be no appeal to any civil court or
ruler whatever. .

« IV. That, according to the views
and principles laid down in the Confes-
sion of Faith and Sccond Book of Disci-
pline, in regard to the Headship of Christ.
over the members of the Church indivi-
dually, they have rights and privileges
sceured to them which may not beinter-
fered with; and that the rulers are to
exercise their authority so as to have re-
spect to these, and take care that no el-
der or minister be intruded on any con-
gregation contxary to their will; and, in
particular, that it shall be a fundamental
rule of this Church, that the clection of
a minister, ruling elders, and deacons,
belongs to the members of each separate
congregation in full communion, the ju-
dicatories of the Church superintending
and regulating the same.

# V. That this Synod, while holding
itself at iberty to maintain communion
and correspondence with all other faith-
ful Presbyterian Churches throughout
the world, has yet of right, and is deter-
mined to maintain, a separate and inde-
pendent character and position, and to
preserve unimpaired a supreme and in-
dependent jurisdietion over its subordi-
nate judicatories, and congregations,and
people, irrespective ¢f any other Church
or body whatever; and thatall privileges,
whether ecclesiastical or temporal, held
by any of the ministers, office-bearers, or
other members, in virtue of their office
and membership respectively, are and.
shall be possessed and enjoyed free fiom
the interference or controul of any ee-
clesiastical body foreign to itself.

« VI That the foregoing principles
be summed up in the subjomed formala,
and be signed by every licentiate before



