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atoned for ini the istinction conferred upon the. victirs
by bis attention, and the cixnic metbod of the whole
performance. This aspiring mountebank tifter an open
air const.itutional, stamps through the entry with as
rnuc"ý clanor and au little grace as possible, blares a
snatch of sorte boisterous song at the chamber of a
sick friend, batters the door with iran fastened caw-
bides, and having thus cahied the quaking nerves of
the invalid, alashes along the corridor something as an
intoxicated slave proprietor might b. suppased to pace,
whip in hand, the threshold of sosie delinguent Canaan.
ite's hovel. At the diniDg board he is a perfect hèe.
Re entera the apartment witl the saine bravadc fling,
sprawls intô; bis chatir as awkwardly and noisily as lie
is able, catches up bis napkin se that it trails in the
gra.vy, or subverts the cruet stand in the procesa, and
proclainis bis wants in a tone soxnewhere between the
nasal appeal of an orphan lamb, and the yell of bacc-
hanal ;-and yet, ail this is sa funny, you know, no1
(-ne could think of accusing 1dmt of diseourtesy or rude-
ness. Re of course is quite justified in otA;ag with a
sudden grab, which works ruin aniang an interviewing
piteher of water and group of glisses, the viand of
which ho secs bis neighbour alx.'at to partake, the
wink and inibecile smrirk imniediately 'ollowing, indi-
cating that this manoeuvre is only a pretty little trick,
designed to entertair. rather than incommode bis coen-
panion. This species of wag derives prodiglous delight
front such exploita as tripping the bashful suxéil boy into
a creamy pool of sinali and mud, ascc -da to the apex of
glory, wben ho succeeds, in attaching an April Fool, or
soute suai decaration to the rear of a diffident stranger's
coat, and parading hitu thus adorned, before a con-
course of eestatic damsels. [n short, everything which
persans of ordinary thoughtfulness and conimon sense
indignantly disclaim, any practice wbieh propriety con-
demna and sober reflecilan denounices, ail these sa long
as they .re not positively crimninal, are eagerly
embraced n habitually indulged in by the buffoon.
But that which above everything else disgusts and
exasperates bis associates, is the cool prestiniption with
which, bis puerile fooleries are conducted, and the con-
dea4ension which ho evidently thinks he exorcises ln
designing to make theni the. theme of bis merriment.

Sud, a character is always supported by a swarm of
imitators, who probably in course of time, develap bis
enviable art in theuiselves. Yet highly as h. estimates
bisi rank in -popular favor, the liberty Nv4-h ho
assumes, anid that contempt for individual riglits,

rnanifested by him towards the persans and e!ects of
others, and which lie bases uponi this estiniate, though,
often endured, are rarely enjoyed by the sulîjects of
such mirthful abuse and acon incur for thea ggrcssor
a larger share of odîuin thau frieiidsldp or admiration.

The genuine hu-norist an tha other hiand lu a persan
very diftterent front the individual we hava just been
cansidering. It mnust bc conceded that iii nost
instances ha ý%ims, like the latter, ta secure applause,
as well as ta ausuise; but it is casy to ascertain wvhere-
in the distinctie -% between thein lies. The ona ycartis
vehemently for n%. oriety and laudation longing aboya%
everything else ta ho accounted ait expert satirist, axud
yet lacks the siniplest essantials ta succass ini this
capacity; his braixa lu turbid, bis perceptions obtuse,
and bis nations of tha ludicrous lii:nited ta grotesque
demeanor and baorish disregard of ahl social and con-
ventianal forins. WVhou indeed such forms ara ex-
treniely exacting and absurd in their very nature, te
burlesque and ridicule tîxanni ay b. bath dîverting and
beneficial ; but persistent anidniethodical xnockery of
every principie of order and conifort, nmust ever evoke
scorn and aversion, amang people of reflned taste aud
judgenieat. Suai is tha conduct of the sva,,,erisig
empty head in question. A truc wit on tha cantrary
is swift and accurata in thaugbt, acute in discernaient,
and while possessing the keenest sense of tho canuic,
and prompt apprehension of titithing ]au ghab]e, is yet
duly attentive ta tie clainis of paliteness, aid scrup-
ulausly avaids the. semblanco, of braggadocio ancl
coarsenass. Ho is careful ixot to obtrude bis witticisins
indiscrimixîately, and bis sallies wvhen lie malzes theni
are guarded by a shrewd observance of rit cuistances,
and a discreet comiparison -of their influence for or
against tho effectivcness of bis venture. Ha neyer
blunts the sting of a satire by levelling it agafnst ait
individual iii no respect expr. :d ta attack. He
presumes na peculiar privileges bayond tic verbal
exercises of bis gift, or a practical joize sufflciently
good. te canuper.sate for tic annoyance and temporary
resentment of the sufferer, for lie is sensible of the
folly of sacriflcing frîendship and goodwvil! for the sakce
of saine paltry trick. Proficiancy iii sarcasin andi ex-
pertness at retort, depend upan natural ganius; and
genlus, when xiot marred by nialignity, or carrupted by
misuse, claims cordial estemi and sincero respect.
Fersons s0 endo-Ned are possesscd of a potent weapoa
of self defence, and a prompt nicans of succor ing friends
who may b. subjected to, injustice, or hecome involved


