82

CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

contagion in every direction through the house, and
espocially in this low nartow room.” Too woak to go
out, this poor reaturs lay in the room with this corpse
thres days and three nights~—a situation hortible ge-
yond description. Her decline was hastonied by this ;
and the wretched creature Jay before us, writhing in
excrucinting ngony. My assistant went for the doctor,
and I talked with the poor woman about her soul.
She kLad been piously brought up, and her parsnts still
lived in one of the most aristocralic pestions of the city,
not knowing any thing about her. She had often felt
in her wildest revelry that she was a sinner, but in-
temperance and its kindred crimes had burried her
onward until she had been brought to her prosent po-
gition, at the early age of twenty-threo. I prayed with
hor, and found her to ull appearance, deeply penitent.
Such fearful sell.condemnations I never heard; such
wailings of despair, as my mind had fancied, belonged
only to the pit itself. I directed her to Christ, whe
could savo even from these abysses of sin, and feltgreat
satisfaction in telling the poor lost one the blessed story
of the cross.

Several men and a woman now came into the room,
and stood silently looking on. Aloze, asf was;among
8o many who, from their looks, were adepts ia crime,
my position was not at all pleasant, especially, when,
as I arose to take my seat on the great chest, some
pennies in my pocket jingled, and I noticed a quick
ook from one to the other. A thousand thoughts
flew like lightiing through mv mind as I eaw at
a glance that I was so complately in their power,
that they might accomplish any purpose they saw
fi, and [ could only by & .miracle escape. My
suspensar-twas sopn eénded by the appearance of
my assistant and tho Doetor, who prescribed for
the sick woman. Among other things, ice ‘was or-
dered. He sent the woman who hnd eome in for it,
and I never shall forget the look of mingled satisfaction
and pain that spread over her faco as she saw me
with my knifo break the ice into small lumps and put
them into the poor woman’s mouth. She said, as I
groze”from the pleasant task, “ Well, sah, you ig

ind.

‘This openediho way for some conversstion between
us; and following it up, we exhorted the whols com-
pany io forsake the ways of sin. The exhartations
were honest ones, and the sudienes & wretched one.
W kaelt to pray; the whols company knelt, and as
my assistaat poured out hie prayer to God, groans and
erios filled 1the room. The wrstehed creature in the
corner cried, “ God bs merciful to me & sinner;* and
the ssme praysr volled forth from other lips, whose
only prayers bad been impracations, and whose peni-
tenca, despair. I¥ angels ever weep they must Lave
wept then, After & faw days we Had Ll o sick woman
brought to our buildig, and she began to improvs, But
the burning thirst forliquor seemed to haunt ber like
sp avenging spirit.

{Onp day we missed her, aud we have not been able
to find hec since, From some information we have
gleaned, we think she went out to satisfy her eraving
thirat for the fiery"stimulant, now becoming so fataily
necessary to her, and met her companion ia crime who
has her locked up in Cow Bay.

May Gobp save mEn.

Appalling 8o ne.

0, thou invisible spitit of ru-n? i ihon hidstmo name by
which to kuow thee, we would eajl thee Uil ~SHaxgsreane.

For several months fiast there has lived in our neigh-
borhood an Irisk widow with two children, one aboyt
five and the other about eight years of age. The wo.
man was more than ordinarily intelligent, and cagable
of sustaining herself and childrsn comfortably. By
instead of this, she bstook herselfto drinking. and i
the vilest manner procured her means for so doing,

At length she became completely prostrated and Iny
‘upon the bed for ssveral days, with the podx children,
on either sidc, without food, withoyt' fire, or sufficient
bedding to shield them from the cold. After several
persons had made fruitless attempts to gain admiitance,
she keeping the door of her tenement locked on the in.
sidey, we were permitted to succeed by meaus of one of
the children, to whem we spoke through a win.
dow, promising to furnish come food and make a fire.
On entering, we beheld one of the most appalling
seenes our eyes over witnessed.

There lay the woman almost dead from the effects
of liquor, and the children in a perishing state, caused
by cold and hunger. ‘They had subsisted several days
on raw, frozen cabbage leaves. There was nota pang
ticle of cgoked food in their wretched abode, or un.
cooked, except a few turnips and about a pint of dried
beans. They had not even a cup of water to quench-
their raging thirst, Beside the bed, we found a fin,
measure nearly full of liquor, and in the corner of the
room were two casks and several jugs; -containing
probably ten-or twelve gallons iiore of tife same dead-
Jy fluid, - In:addition So this, ice, filth and confusion*

“made up the sickening sight.
p 2 Sig

After several hours had been spent in trying to re-
suscitate the wretched sufferers, they were taken by the
keeper of the alms house to his premises. That night
the woman and her children were put in bedtogether.
The next morning the mother was found a corpse—
perhaps died in a fit, but none can tell how ebbad the
dregs of her miserable existence. Blut the children,
our heart sickens in view of their condtion in bed with
a corpse, and such a corpse, and in suchk a manner. On
this point we forbear further comment.

Thess poor arphans have been great sufferers. The
kicks and blows from their drunken mother, were many.
We have remonstrated, but in vain, agejnst this cruel-
ty. ‘Then the cold, nakedness, and hunger to which
they were subjected, was truly painful. Add to this
the awful example and influence by which they were
continually surreunded, and we havs a bird’s eye view
of the evils growing out of the use of intexicating li-
quors, Indeed from this source, we know of no suffer.
ing, no crims, no unmitigated compound of degradation,
.whieh exceed it in its terrible resuits, Under its in-
fluence every law of man’s being is outraged, and the
laws of high Heaven are defied and trawmpled upon.
We may well say of ram’s doings, what the immortal
Wesley said of slavery : * It is the sum of all villanies,
and the vilest that ever saw the suan.”’  And yet, in
perpetuating this work of Satan, scher men are en-
gaged. Startle not &t our assertion, dear re‘s{ior, we
are preparcd. to provs, if need Ls, tho position wo
take.

In the case cited ubove, the express-man for o fow

shillings conveyed the liguor from the seller to tho



