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tutch neaver thoge of the hovse, which, in the full development of
only a single digit of each member uz well as in the suppression off
sonte of the teeth awd the vemarkable develupment of otiers, must be
conaidered vie of the most specialized forms of oxder.”

A natice, i extenso, of this valunble work may form the occupation
and stady of some futare houy,

———————

A Stouy 1x Isoia~The following report from a correspondent, on
whoum we ean vely, of an awtul phenowenon, happily suksown in ten-
pereate climates, will be read with astontshment.—*t At 3 p.m, of the
10th of Apwil, whilo we were measuring the circamference of lavge hail-
stoues that fell lightly nbout us, a ternfic storm passed to the gouth-
west of the station, about seven miles off.  The sccounts brought by
natives next morning wers so strango that T did not believe then, but,
after some gentlemen had visited the spot and confirmed sll. 1, too,
went to see the wreek left by the huvricane.  Assomedayshad elupsed
since the ncenrrence, I found it impossible to approach the chnos from
the putrefiction of numbers of dead budies.  An eye-wituess told wme
thut, while it was blowing pretty stiff from the south-west, n jet biack
mass of cloud, toweringhiygh aloft, andalmost touchiug the ground, was
seen to approach; another siwilar mass advancing rapidly fromthe op-
posite direction. They whirled aronnd esch other, the heat becawe
intense, and, enveluped in the greatest darknoss, houses, bamboos, trecs,
men, wonen, and eattle weve hurled in the whirlwind, dashed in all
directions agajust trees, impaled on bunboees, or buried in the rains
On the sides of the track of the storm bugo hailstones fell of the size
of bricks. The track was about 800 yards broand; its length is net
known, nor the extent of the devastation uscertained; 60 dead bodics
weve counted by gentlemen who went there; 15 persony with liubs tora
aad mangled, with broken avms and Jogs, ave inhospital.  Heport says
that 300 have been killed, besiles no cud of eattte. I think it very
probable, e the natives build their houses, each family in little sep-
arate fiurms hid in clumps of bamboos with intermediate fields, the scene
presented is that of numbers of undistinguishable masses of clumps of
bamboos mmd trees torn up, crossing each other in every divection and
blacked up with earth and materials that had formed houses o entirvely
hroken up that nothing could be recognized fs haviog formed roof or
sides. lu faet, baxes, bedy, and things made of planks were so broken
into picces of a foot or twa, and thrown about, that it was not always
ensy to imagine what they had belonged te. From wnder the masses of
rubbish juckalls and vultures were pulling out the remning of human
beings and eattle, in small puddies dogs, gonts, K¢., wero drowned and
rotting.  The fields were covered with the skeletons of human beings,
while the short thick branches of trees that stood leafless and barkless
supported numbier< of vultares,  Vultures covered the plain, too gorged
to ly at our spproach, sud hundreds were soaving in circles high over-
hend in the clear <Ky, marking in the heavens the course of the storm,
One poor famished distracted being, with head bandaged and hody
seratched all aver, bruaised and cut, Hmped up to me, he had lost all his
relations——father, mother, wife, and children—all had been destroyed,
and he conld not find where they had heen carried away. It wonld re-
quire hundreds of men to remove the piles of uprooted bamboos, &e.,
that murk the homestends of the missing; under them will probably
be found those that were killed, while some, probably, had a living
grave, hoping alas! in vain—that rescue would come at last, or imngin-
iug, possibly, that the whole world had been destroyed. A bungalow
of a zewinday, at Dumduma, on the river, Ghoghut, was bMown in
smithers scross the river—300 yards; in the roof two men found » fly-
ing passage, and, strange to say, survived.”'—Calcutta Eagliskman.

Sepstariye Triron s Wiznorr Winzs.—The possibility of send-
ing electrie telegraph messages across, or through » bady of water,
without the aid of the swhnnarine wires, has been satisfuctorily tested
nt Portsmouth.  The place selected fur the experiment was the Mill-
dasm, at it its widest part, and wheve it is some 500 feet across, Twp
portions of the apparatus were piaced on the opposite sides of the water,
and termineding in a plate constructed for the purpose, and several
mesaages wers actually conveyed acress, or rather through, the entire
width of the Mill<lun with zecuracy aud instantancous rapidity.
There appearcd every possibility that this conld be done us eadily
with regaed to the British Channel as the Mill-dam at Portsmenth,
The inventor ie a gentlemen of scientific attaimments, residing at
Edinburgh, and who has bren deseribed as the original inventor of the
clastrie telegraph, but, who, fram eirenmstances, was unabl - to turn
tie invention ta his own advantage.

[1854.

Stamrary or Tnox Suird.—~The vecent history of the iron screw-
steamer Serah Saunds affords an excel eut illustention of the stability of
iron shipy, if wellamd substantinlly built,  Previousty to her last sailing
feom (ha Mersey she grounded on the Woodside bauk, and remained
high and dey during one tide, having in hee 1000 tons dead weight,
intil the tide flowed again, during which time she did not sustain the
alightest damnge. On her return passage from tho St Lawrence to
Liverpool she got n-ground on the roeks of Bell Iste, where she re-
nmtined four days aud four nights.  On hev avvival in Liverpeol, it
way found that she was perfectly sound not even a rivet having
started, -nor was there tho slightest bulge or uneveuness perceptible.
On leaving the graving-dock, tho other day, she capized, owing to her
batlust hnving been removed, but she sustained no injury.  Thesemis-
haps prove not only the superier manner in which she was built, hat
also proves tho, superiority of irou ships over wooden ones; for it is
difficult to supposo that & wooden vessel would have withstood all these
easualties without sustuining damage.  ‘Tho Sarak Sends was built in
Liverpool, by Mw James Hodson, consulting engineer, moro than
eight years nga.

A New SunstiTeTs vor Tur Poraro.—In the garden of the Horti-
enltural Seciety at Chiswick are growing two plants of a Chinese yam,
which is expected to prove an excellent substitute for the potate  They
have been obtained from the Jardin des Plantes at Paris, whero they
have been made tho subjects of experiments that leave no doeubt *ha.
it will become n plant of real importance in cultivation.

« 1, says M. Docaisne, who has paid much attention to mattors of
this kind, “n new plant has a chance of becoming usefut in raral
economy, it mast fulfil certain conditions, in the absence of which its
caltivation cannot be profitable. In the first place, it must kave been
domesticated in somo mensure, and must snit the climate; mercover,
it must in a few mouths go through nil the stages of development, so as
nat to interfers with the ordinary and regular course of cropping; and,
finally, its produce must have a warket value in one form or another.
1t the plant is intended for the foud of man, it i3 alse indispensable
that it shall not offend the tastes or the culinary habits of tho persons
among whom it is introduced. To thds may be added that simost all
the old perennial plants of the kitchen garden have been abandoned in
favour of annuals, whevever the latter could be found with similar pro-
perties.  Thus, lathyrus fuberosus, sedr. % Iclelﬂu‘um, &ec., have given
way beforo potatocs, spinach, and the like. Now, the Chinese yam
satisfies every ono of these conditions. It has been domesticated from
time immemorinl, it 3s perfectly havdy in this climate (Paris), its root
is bulky, rich in nutritive matter, eatable when raw, casily cooked,
cither by boiling or reasting, and then having no other taste thaa that
of fluae { feenle). It is as much o ready-wmade bread as the potato,
and it is better than the batafas, or sweet potato. Horticulturists
should, therefore, provide themselves with the new nrrival, and try ex-
periments with it in the differeut climates and soils of France, Ifthey
bring to their task, which is n great pablic importance, the requisito
amount of perseverance and intelligonce, I bave o firm belief that the
potato yam {igname batatas) will, like its predecessor the potato, make
many a fortune, and more cspecially alleviate the distress of the lower
¢lazses of the people.”  Suchis M. Decatsne's account of this new food~
plant, which is now in actua) caltivation at Chiswick: and, judging
from the size of the sct from which onc of the plants had sprung, itis
evident that the tubers have il the requisites for profitable cultivation.
One has been planted under glass, the other in the open air, and at
present both appear to be thriving equally well.  Thospecies has been
called divscorea batatas, or the potate yam. It is n climbing plant,
besring considerable resemblance to our common black bryony, and,
when it is considered how nearly that plant is related to the yams, the
probability of our new comer becoming naturalized among us receives
support. Whether, however, it realizes all that the French say of it
or not, the trial of it fn this country cannot prove otherwise thaa iu-
teresting and worthy of the socicty which has had the henor of intro-
ducing it. Let us hope, however, that it may indecd prove what itis
professed to he—r+ta geod substitate for the potuto,” and in all repects
equal to that valuable esculent.—Evening Mail,

AnrtEsiax WeLL.—The deepest Artesian well in the world is at St
Touis, where, to furnish water to a sugar refiners, a shaft has been
sunk to the depth of 2200 ft., through the rock foundations on which
the city rests.



