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«Thus, our three

pions are condémned to die for the |

generous cham- | mwst trifling article. and yet you

are so wretched® Ifl wish you

faith, after an interval of captivity theleast evil, may it fall upon mjy-

and suffering, the limit of which 1s self. From that time, he did not _
Before the law, such a;call me before him any more.’

unknown.
condemnation is lighter than capital ,
punishment ; but in the eyes of our.
confessors it is incomparably more"

cruel, Let us hear them complain 'until the autumn of next year. In -

“ How long will this respite,
which isbbut aseries of tribulations
for our brethren, last? Probable

of it, in aletterto Father Retord: the meantime, they suffor patient-

: We hoped much to be condemned
todie speedily : and behold, now
the king wishesus still to live, we
know not for what length of time :
we are greatly afilicted on account;
ofsuch adelay ; 1t is certainly our|
sins which have rendered us un-!
worthy of the grace of martyrdom. |
God wishes to make us expiate them ;
by leaving us louger in the mise- )
ries of this world.” !The areat’
mandarin continues to tempt us|
fro n time to time.” wrote cue of the.
Catechists ; - he said to me one day ,
—Justmake one liitle step onthe.
letter X ; passalittle on one side. .
if you are too much afraid to step
on it. so that I may be able to write
to the king io demand your pardon.
Nearly all the kingdom follows the
religion of Phat: nevertheless, if
the king proscribed it. as he has
donesyours, we would all abandon
it without hesitation.—I answered
him, thatit was not by disobeying
God, that one proved their fidelity
tothe prince. Scarcely had I pro-
nounced these words, when the
mandarin’s  bailiff  conmmanded
me to be silemt. But his

master said to me—You have nev-
er stolen anything. not even the

Iy the horrors of a dungeon, 16aded
day andfnight with their cangues
chains. ~ Maytheir, holy angels visit
them, often console them in their dis-
tress, and obtain from God, for them,
the gift of perseverance ! '
“ Such is the simple account of the
evenis which have afflicted our® Chur-
hes.
local persecuiions which we have pas-
ed over in silence, either because we
only kuow them imperfectly,or because
we reckon on other brethrea, to render
an account of them to you. Itison
the vineyard which we cultivate that
the storm bas burst with the greatest
violence ; the Mission . of the Rev. Fa-
thers of St. Dominic has more particu-
larly sulffered. A furious torrent,which

rushes dowa in an inundating tide over- .

the country is not more fatal to the
harvest. than the mandarinc have been .
to the churches of eastern Tong-King ;
but however} terrific the tempest may
bate been, our courage bas not been
crushed by it ; our Christians have fre-
quently shown themselves worthy of
the primitive martyrs : hike them ° thex
have suffered stripesand insults, chains
and imprisonment : immoveable ia the
confession which is their hope, they
have preferred being afilicted with the
people of God, to iasting the sweetmess
of a transitory pleasure,’—(Hss.) -And.
what is still more wenderful is, that
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There are besides a great many -
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