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HOW, WVHEN, WHERE, AND WVHY WE GOT
OUJR BIBLE.

The Bible is knowîî to us b)y various names, every one
of which bas a beauxiftul meaning.

'l'lie word bl'e itself cornes froin a (,reek word wbhicb
nîcans a lbook. Thîis %vas the naine given to the inner
bark of tie linden tree, and afterwards to the bark of
thc papyrus, the mnaterials out of which early books were
triade. Froin pap)'rui ive have the word paper.

Tstament nicans covenant, or bargain, and the Old
and New Testaments are therefore the old and new
covenants or bargains which Cod lias been pleased to
nmake between liiinself and us, His people. These
naines wvere first applied oly to tlîe covenants tlbern-
selves ; but in course of tinie they were given to the
writings or books whilîi contained records of tire coven-
ants :just as we niow speak of the decision "or the
benchi" instcad of "the judge," and of addressing "tbe
chiair," instead of t ile chairiianti." An "lappeal to the
Throne " is an alîpeal to the Sovereign whio is stipposed
to sit on it.

Scrip/ur.ç, or course, incans writingôs, and refers to the
fact îlîat thiese records were imî existence before the tinie
or prititing, when writing w~as the principal mode of pre-
servîng records or any kind.

Iii Acts vl 1. 38, tire records ire called Illively oracles,"
and iii Ronmans iii1. 2, and H-elbrews v. 12, '' the oracles
of God." Oracle cornes froin two Greek words whieh
nian to speak aiîd inozahi; so that tbe Iloracles of God "
slîould signiify soiching which canmc froni thc niouth
of God by speech, that is, tie Word or God. TIhis is
perliaps tire niost suggestive and iniipressive ridle whicb
'vo associate wiilî tire sacred book. Howcver, in i
Kings viii. 6., tie iriter uses the word oracle in con-
tiection witli a part of the, Temple, proving that it wvas
soietinies aJ)plie(l to the place where tbe %%,"Ords were
spokeni or reveale(l.

Thîe word laaw is derived froni roots whicli mnîc Io
lai', and a law is a mIle of action laid down by somne
superior iauîbority. It is tberefore easy to sec howv "Tbe
I.iw " wvas applie(l towiig hc auglit and ex-
plaitned Uic mIles for govemning iien's actions ; and in

Thec ProPliis " wve have aiiother exaiile of the îvay
we continually tise tbe naine or tbe speaker ror the
wvords lie spoke.

Aniong tire Jews tbe Old Testamenit wvas called - Thîe
Law, 'l'lie l>roplicts, aid 'T'e WVritings." "1lie i.
coiiîîprebiended tlie books wbielî iii our prescrnt arranîge-
ruent coure l)efore tlîe lPsalins ;'i 'lle Proplîcîs " iii-
clutded those froin Isaiah to the end ; and Writiîîgs
îieant Psalins, Plroverbs, Song of Soloion, and Eccles-
tastes. This classification lias beeîî, in tire 'main,
adliered to by the jewislî Churcli, altliougli ini more
recent limes tilelcretw Scriptures have bcen differently
arrang-ed.

Atiotlier iiaiiî for tliese sacred records is Il Canon of
&ýriP1plue." Canonz, iii Grck, signifies a straig/ut linc,
and the process by îvbicl it carne to bc used for a ru/c

or law of condtict seerns evident and natural. In
Galations vi. 16, St. Paul spcaks of "Ithis rule,» and
iii Phillipians ili. 16, of "lthe same rule."

The hiistory of the name of a thing is often thc bcst
name of the thing itsclf. In the history of the names of
the Bible ive tind a condensed statement of whiat the
Bible is, aîd- of whiat we bt±Iieve regarding it. It is a1
2'Wsanient or covenanzt between God and mani. It has
lieen preserved to us by the most ancient of niethods
and is presented to us noiw in tire inost nmodern. It is
an oracle, an opening of the niouth of God, of such
grave and holy iimport that it gave its narne to the place
in tire Temple îvhere it was read. It is a law la.id down,
-a canion, or slr-aiçht fine, Ila rule," "lthis rule" "the
sanie tIle," yesterday, to.dlav and forever."

P AN S IES.

They are ail in the lily-bed, cuddled close together,
Purples, Yellow Cap, and little Baby Blue;

Howv they ever got there, >'ou must ask the April wveather,
'l'le niornirîg and the evening winds, the sunshine,

and the dew.

YOUNG CANADIAN HISTORICAL CALENDAR.

NI A V.

1. First Mlissionaries Of the Recollet Fathers arrived at
Quebec...............

2. Vîilc-Marie founded by Mlaisonneuve.
3. Iludson's Baiy Conplany formed in Enigland.
4. Casco taken by Portncuf.........
ri. Casco taken by Du Vivier...........

6. Battle betwvcîi " Le Vigilant" and Warrtii's fct at
Gabarus Bay

7. Fort Sau)dusly taken by ludians.........

S. Great Firc at Moîîtreal
9. Amerieaiis defcated at Vaidrtuil.........

10. St. Jolin, N.B., fouîîded by E. 11. LAyalLgts
Il. ltocky Mounitainis crossed by Ma%.,cKeiizie

12. Americiins defeated at Saekett*s Ilerbour

13. Osiwcego caîtured by British...........

14. First stéamer, "The Puituper," passw-ed tlrou,«h Rideau
canal.................

15. Hudsoni's Bay Compaîxy's niew charter.

16. Great Fire al, Quebec

17. Kingston, Ont., foutndcd

18. First Ocean Steamer, "I l'e Geueva," arrived at Quebc
19. Anglicani Syn&Ls authorizcd

' . Weekly Steamers startcd by 'MIssm. Allain

21. Skirinishi with Feianis at Eccle's Ilill

22. Prince Edward Islaîîd Railway

23. Royal Society fouîmded

21. Col. Otterattacked Itebels at Cnit Knife
25. Batoclie talzen.............

26. ltailvway from Montreal to Vancouver
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The writer of thc Bcst Essay on any item of the May
Calendar will reccive a beautiful Pockct M.%agitifying
Glass-a most usefui companion for boys and girls.
Essays receivcd tiI) MaY 3oth.
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