Manitobs.

Iccelo & Biriby havo opened a harness
shop at Ilolmfleld.

Tred Stratford has opened a wrocery
and confectlonery storo at Miuto.

J. B. Poilard has bought out the tafl.
oring business of W, Barrand at Dau.
phui. .

Tho C. I. R. land department, Win.
nipeg, Is moving to new quarters in
tho YForum block.

Pire damagod tho dry goods store of
J. Udow on Muin streot torth, Wia.
nipeg, on ‘Tucsday.

Nares & Robinson, real ostato and
financias agents, Winnipeg, have taken
in G Al bBlack as o partner.

J. Lowls has started a weekiy papec,

, Tho Iixpositor, at West Selkirk. ‘Chis
makes three weckly papers in  that
LOW . .

I* J.G. McArthur, of Munson & Allan’s
faw office, Winnipeg, has purchased the
law business of the late TFrank A,
Brow, of Carman.

The Lac du Bonnet Mining and Devel-
opment Company 18 asking the gov.
ernment tor additional powers 1o thuso
whieh 1t already possesscs.

The parsnersinp berctofole cxistlug
m{\li'eeﬁ Geo. \Vf Cowan and W. W,
Colledve, music dealers, Winnipeg, has
been disgoived, Cowan retiving.

q'he grocery swore of W. J. Smith,
coml\ler ‘:.'l{mg aid Logan streets, Win-
nipeg, was damaged by fire early on
Puesday moruing. A defcetive furn.
ace cauted the blaze.

1he stoek of McLeod & Rothwell, gen-
eral merepants, Portagoe ln Pralrie, will
be solg by suction on January 15, by
the mortgagee. The stock and fiztures
are vilued at S5373.72.

Nuou & Waugh, agents for vhe Com-
merelal Unlon ¥lie Assurance Company.
Winpeg, are dissolving partunership, \{
C. Waugn, continues the business,  IN
J. Nixou will move to Yaucouver.

The Wimipeg school board have un.
der consideration the crection of two
more schools. DBy-laws to permit tho
rawing of tho necessury funds will bo
submitted to the ratepayers shorily.

Application for incorpuration is bo.
ing made by the Stuart.Arbuthnot Ma.
chinery Compay, limited, to tako over
the butniess of Stuart & Iarpsi. sokn
Arbuthnot, lumber dealer, is the new
member of tho firm.

Herbere Boyd, of London, Ont.,, who
ig Jeaving that clty to open business
in Winnipeg as manufacturers’ agent
in crockery lines, was tho reciplent re.
cently of & handsome present aund en.

grossed  address,  {rom his  London
friends.
Assinibola.

Acisenzio Dros. have opened a gro-
cery and flour and feed sto10 at Moose
Jaw. .

Alberta. N
ranklin & Stevensov havo bought
ouIt; ino Lutehering business of JMaun.
gell Broes., at Macleod.

Northwest Ontario.

Commercial  Dcek Company of
n:'f%hol’ort.n&e. Limited, with o sharo
coplital of $10,000, bas Deen incorpor-
ated.

'ho JKoewatin Lumber and Alanufac.
‘tvll"}'f\l:?; (\:omp:u\y. Kcewatin, aro rebulld.
ing thelr mul.dam and putting Jjn a
now ami larger water whoel They
will also before spring replace one of
thoir cirenlar sawy with a band saw.
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WINNIREG CLEBARING IIOUSE.
he Winunlpeg Cleaving Xouse was
organized on December 4, 1893, The
fivst day's business showed clearings
of §183,531. Eaclh year since shen
hay shown a considerablo Increase
over the previous one In the aggrogate
cleurlngs. Followlug shows the ticar-
Ings for each ycar since the cstab-

lishment of the Wlnnipes Clearing
House :

IOUL ree ve v e v e oS 30,540,647
1585 .. e we e e 05,873,630
1890 sev vt e aaan we B1,148,4388
1897 i s e wne e e el 34,435,582
189S e v e v e e e 90,074,325
18BN wh cr e s wee ae e 107,786,811

BANK TRIALS.

Montread, dJan. 3.~The trial of
Lemleux, the accountant charged with
stealmg two sums of $173,000 and
$21,000, was convinued to-day and the
evidence dealt jargely witly the ap
peavanco of James Baxter in the bank
acccunis. When tho defaleation of
$21,000 was taken up, Welr, tho lato
president testifled thad Lemieux  of-
fered $2¢6,000 in Baa Des Chaleurs
rallway notes, whnicn  wero obtained
from Baxter. Weir said the account
was opened under the name of W,
Weir, special” and ho was debited with
$25,000 aud gave lus own check for
tho sum, the batanco of $5,000 was
carried to profit and loss.

Weir gave evasive answers when ask-
ed what he thought of Loemivuy, with
2 smali salary, being able to get $206,-
000 in notes from Baxter. o admit-
{ed the firm of W. Weir and Sons,
bankers. of wluch he was & member,
constantly had their account over.
drawin, the over draft running to $51,.
00 on Jan. 1, 1695, and also on Ir'eb.
nary, 7. 1893, but siid tho account
was godd, that the firm pald large
interost and thad when the bank nad
mouey ho was glad to et the firm
havo iv.

WINNIPEG BANK CLEARINGS.
teturns from the Winnipeg Clearing
House for the week ending Janunry
4th, sLhow as follows:
Week ending Jan. -f, 1900
Corvesponding week, 1899 2695,818
Corresponding wceek, 1698 ... 1,761,077
The monthly totals for this year and
last are as [ollows:

$2,907.812

1899, 1898.
January . .. ... 87,683,052 $£6,317,168
Feorunry e .. 6,200 471 $,017,000
Maride .. 6,756,094 0,968,000
Auril 916,431 3,240,000
May . 7,472 850 8,683,364
Jaanee 8,211,710 096,799
July . 8,169,693 0,316,238
Augus 7,995,291, G,180.385
Saontember 8,281,159 G, 14,001
Octover ... . 12,689,000 9,347,892
November . .. 14,485,219 11,553,669
Decembor .. e ... 12,905,905 10,708,731

TotalS..e w. ... $107,780 514 $§00.674 323

FINANCIAL NODES.

Share values showed steady im.
provement i the Montreal market last
week and there is a feeling that the
recent panfe will not repeat itself.

The report of the trausactions uf the
Domimjor Government Savings bank, at
Winnipeg, Jor the mouth cnding Do,
31. was avy follows: Withdrasvals,
824,£50.77; dcposits exceeded with.
drawals by $8,726.28.

.

563

Further developments have trans.
pired fn the Ville Marle bank (aiture
affair at AMontreal by the arrest of
Jas. . Uerkert, the bank's teller. Jus.
Baxtcr, a weli known broker of Mon.
treal, has also been arrested in the
same conncetfon, Herbert is charged
with theft, and Baxter with assisting
him to evado arrest, R

INSURANCE MATTERS.

WIIAT IS A BILLION?

Dear Bw,—IL was very much olated
when I read in tho Hayvill2 “Ban.
ner” of May 23, that the G. O. M. had
o bilhor of insuranco in force.

Mrs. Amicus asked at once, “IWhat
is a billlon ?” and I found upon iu-
vestigation that thero are bilwns nad
there -aro bithons and that they dilfer
waterinlly.

Tho reason that people Jon't know.
what o bilion is results from the fact
that there is no goeneral uso for the
figuro. .

Croesug knew uothing about billious;
in faes, up to the seventeenth century
tho word was unknown.

It was not until 0 Dutchman settled
in New Jersey and began w compute
the number of mosquitoes that were iu
his back garden that the ueed of Ll
lipn” was mado apparent.

Tho I'ranco-Frussian war brought
tho figure iuto use when tho French
were required to settle up, bat lvhink
since then nothing has been hcard of
billion until The Mutual Life, an May
23, set forth tho amount of msurance
in forco unt March 81, 1s9y, $1,000,8381,.
233. . At .ol

''hes 1s a thousand millions. In Eng.
Jand, however, a billion is $1,000,000,.
000,004, aud that 1s & sum wo do not
care to bother with i Uayvlile

It does give onoe an idea, however,
ol tho immmensity of & bullion whon we
find twe nations differing so widely in
a statements of what the “demnition
total™ really is.

Phere is o {ino opportunity for the
professional statistician to show how
nearly to the moon i hne of  dollar
bills would go representing the insur.
ance ia foree in Tho Mutual Life fusur-
ance Company of New York; how many
horses and carts would be reguited to
moveo o billion of silver or goid dollars
around, and how Jong it would take
a man to count tbko dollars, working
under the new State law, makiug eight
hours a day’s work.

I liko to regard it in tho iight of a
great fund for the protection of the
peoplie of this country. Just think
what that sum represents, taking it
according to the American formula—
the nmeunt of comfourt, cducation, case,
if you will, that a Lillion uf duilars rep.
resents, )

1Iow many tlears, disappointments,
heartuches.; how much toil, grief, joy,
mirth, that same billion encompasses.

Whe will get that billjon 2

I have arranged for my famiy to
got o shure of the fund. What have
you done?—Amicus, in the “Weekly
Sictement."”

INSORANCE NOTES.

'Tho wown of Dauphin Is purchaslog
2 fiio cngino and other apparatus for
five protection. .

The new rates, adopted by the Can-
adian Jife companies, as cxplained in
a recent issue of The Commercial, went
into cifect or January 1.

At the annual mecting of the Win-
nipor board of underwritcrs held on
Thursday, H. N. Lamhrrt svas ap-
pomted president and Robt. Strang
viwe-president for. the yecar 1900,




