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Sales of Dry Goods.

The nuction sale in Now York on Wed-
pesday of 17,452 pnokagoes of cotton and
faucy flanpels, wida sheodings, 4 x 4 brown
sheetings. bleached cobdons, otc., valued at
about $1,50J,000 roprossnsed rashor tho
stroes of tho so-called dry goods t.ra..d? than
an ovidenco of its satisfactory condition, as
explained by & numbar of those who have
commented. As pointed outin Bradstreot’s
the o wlitivn of tho ocotton goods trade,
including second hands, has not been favor-
able. While paralioled as to conditiva by
tho woolen gocds industry for meny months,
the latter has recontly been stimulat?d by a
widespread domand in an effort to discount
the proposed now tariff on wool nnd;‘woolot‘as,
but eotton goods have had no such incentive
to induce she public to buy. The Dsy Goods
Rocord well says that ** of the largoe rumber
of mills cogaged in prodacing staple and
seui-staple cotton fabrios, ho burden of
eomplaint, for the past year or more was and
ol 1s that there i3 nomonoy in meanfuctar
ivg, aud if the mills bave $0 run it is be-
causo it entails less loss than to shut down
and allow the machinery o become disabled.”
As many reports of the cq tton goods auction
have stated, prices of somo of the prodacss
sold wero ' eatisfactory,’’ Ly whish riferenco
i3 cvidently made to tho manufacturer.
Sich being the case, even tho layman may
o able to dtaw his own cotclusions with
respect to the naturo of the other salos—
theso which wero not up to tho grade of
« fairly satisfactory.”® The fact is the sals
was probably rather below than abovo a fair
averago 1 sho matter of returss, sud its
mest favorable foature Jics in the faet that
that proportion of stock over tho market has
been distributed.

The Ratlroad Problem Again,

The numb.r of the North American Re-
sigr jast issued contains & lougthy and
iuteresting article by Ar. Lloyd Brice under
theabove bead, which, while it cannot be
wid to adopt a particularly new way of look-
igat the matter, marshals the facts ina
way calculated to attract attention. A lead-
1 point which Mr. Bryce makes is that the
evilsarising fromn unremunerativo rates are
et confined totho capitalist or the owners of
ratlroad securities, but constitute a direct in-
jory to tho g’cuc-ral prosperity of tho country,
ard afict Lo class more unfavorably than
workmen themselves. They injure, in fact,
over one miltion railway employees or
persons directly ¢mployed by our vast
system of transportation, and aﬂ:ect the com-
b fort and happiness of four millicn human
beings, to say nothing of the huudreds of
thounands who bave invested in railroad
axaritics and from whom, in many cases ox-
essive reducions of rates take away the
income on  which they live. Furthermore,

oquipments, improvements of plant an
bottorments, *so  that

otherwise. According to tho author, th
viow that tho public intorest always raquire
tho lowest rates, or reduoctions in rates ar
oven presumptively for tho public welfaro, i

publio really roquires is tho persistent main:
tenavco of official,

permanent from year to year.

mists aud practical raifroad men.
givo little or no return on the capitai in

of railroads entailing excessive competition.

state Commerce Law it is reedless to dwell,
in which he said that *‘forther study has
caused mo to believe that the act may he
amended so asto benefit both the railrcads
and tho ronplo by allowing the railreads to
enter into traffic arrangemerte with each
other,” and, following this line of argument,
8 strong plea is mudo by the writer from
whom this is quoted that tho railroads should
ba given the necessary powers to enter into
stable agreements for tho purpcse of regul-
ating traffic and rates,

Emphasizing the evils of the present sys-
tom, he concludes with the striking illustra-
tion that one mill, or one-tonth of one cent.
por ton per mils additional upon the tonnags
of the railreads of the United States in 1803
would bave yielded over $80,000,000 addi-
tional revenue, this infinitesimal fraction of
a dollar, tho mill, beiog all that stands be-
tween the prosperity or insolvency of cur
railroad system,—~Bradstroets,

History of Matches.

A writer in the Biston Trangeript says:
*Tho first practical friction matches wero
mado in 1817 by an Eusglish apothecary
named Walker, who coated splints of card-
board with sulphar and tipped thom with o
mixture of eulphato of antimony, chicrate of
potish and gum. A tox of cighty-four
matches sold for lc., a piece of glass-papar
being furnisbed it for ohtaining ignition,
In 1830 a London man named Jones devised
o species of match whice was a littlo roll of
paper sozked in chlorate of potash and sugar,
with a thin glas3 glouble filled with sulpburic
acid attached to mo ond. The glabule keing
broken, the scid acted upon tho potash and
sugar, producing fire. Phosphorus matches
were firsvintroduced cn a commercial scaloin
1838, and after tha. improvements were
rapid.

*Tho modern lucifer match combines ip

% many industries are co-related to

one instrumert arrangements for creeting o
spark; catchipg it on tinder. and starting s

transportation that reduction of rates connot
bo mado without reduction of tho wagea of

When, as Mr Bryco points out, railways
aro prosperous and rates romuunorativo,
millions of dollars are expended in now

whatevoer railroads
penatrate all business ‘3 affected boneficially
or injuriously, as they avo prosperous or

a superficial ono. Ho claims that what tho

reasonable and safo
transportation service, with rates prorerly
adjusted as between competitive points of
production and consumption, always freo
from individual diserimination and steadily

How to reach this jdeal condition is the
question which perplexes statesmen, ecr;\;‘)-
)
railroads, on their part, complaio of unfair
and excessive taxation, of o constant public
demand for expensivo improvements, which

vestod, and of legal restrictions which, if
lived up to by all, would mean ruin to many
roads, besides which there is an oversurply

Mr. Bryee quotes Judgo Reagan. an whoso
part in securing the enactment «f the Intor-

11.z0—stopi requir'ng sapi-ato oporations in
primitive contrivances, I was in 1886 that
the firat United S*atos patent for frictiin
matches was issued. Splits for them were
made by sawivg or spliting blocks ol wood
into shivers slightly attached at tho basos
Theso wero known as ‘slab’ or ‘black®
matches, and they are in uso in parts of this
country to-day. Thelatest important inven-
tion in mntohes securos tho soparation of Ltho
cLomicals, which in combination are almost
rors or lessdangerous, Thusis obtained the
‘gafety ! match, which was invented by a
Swedenamed Lundstrom in 1855, Tho head
of tho seafety match contains chlorate of
potash and sulphur, while the friction paper
on tho box is spread with & pasto of amor:
phous posphorus nnd antimony.

* Among the od1 varioties of matches now
in vogue aroe the © vestas,’ of which the splitis
a waxed cord; ‘ fusees® for lighting ina wind,
with a short thick stick tipped with a large
ma3s of chlorate of potash composition, and
‘natural gas' matches, with a very long
splint fur lighting natural gas fires, In
former days tho manufacture of phosphorus
matches was attonded with great danger to
the workman from the fumes, which caused
a decay of tho bones of the jaw. Many
persous were peisoncd from carelessness in
handling them, and numeroucfeonflag:ations
occurred on account of the ease with which
they wero ignited. The * parlor match® bad
its origin with the manufacture, in 1818, of
Schrotter's amorphous phesphorous, This
product h.s neither odor mir taste, is not
paisonous, and do.s not tak: firs at ordinary
tempecatiet. Mr. Walter Hough of the
National Mus.um, of whom the writer is in-
debted “or o gocd deal of his information,
says that before long electricity will greatly
reduce the consumption of matches, ‘The
olectric matech will represent the final
culmination of the evolution of fire-making
apparatus.’

Uses of H;m Water,

The Threnological Journal gives-the fol-
lowing useful hints on the applications of
water in severo attacks of illness. The
adult members of & family should keep them
in mind fur an omergoncy.

A strip of flanue! or o soft napkin, fotded
lengthwise aud dipped in hot water atd
wrung out. and then applied avound the
reck of a child tbat has tho croup, will wsu-
ally bring relief in a few minut.s.

A proper towel folded several times and
dipped in hot water, quickly wrung and
applied v r the siteof toot bache or neuralgis,
will gentrally afford prompt relief.

'his t-eatiment for colic has been found to
work like magic.
Nothing so promptly cuts short & conges-
tion of the luugs, scre throat, or rheumatism
as hot water, wheu applied early in the case
and theroughly.

Hot water taken freely half an hour before
bed-timo is an excellent cathartic in the case
of constipation, while it hasa sooting effect
upon the stomach and bowels,

‘This treatmont, continued 8 few months,
with the addition of a cupof hot waterslowly
sipped ball an hour bafere each meal, with
proper attention to diet, will cure most cases
of dispepsio.

Ocdivary headaches almost always yicld
to the simultaneous application of hot water
to tho feet aud back of the neok.
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A couple of cars of hogs were shipped to
Winnipeg this week, says the Sounris
Dlairdca er nowspaper, by our lceal dea’ers,
Owing to the bad ruads considerable trouble
was exporienced in bringing the hogs to
town, and the shiyment was limited in con-
sequence. Good young hogs weighing from
145 to 280 pounds, bring four cents per lb,




