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one of the compositors dodging and petking at the
type in his case, " Like an old lien picking up mnillet."
This sua t of silence and this sort of coni.muent, both
exaspeated the priinters, wlho tool their revelnge as
they cuild. Thev fed it full, once, when a country
subscrilberts liorse, tied bsefore the office, crossed lus
hin d legs anld sa t down i n his liar ness like a tired
man, and they poposcd to go out and ofler himn a
chair, to talke lim a glass of water, and ask imn to
come inside. But fate dd not often give themu sich
inniings; they iiostlv had to create their chances of
reprisaI, but they di not inu nd that.

There was always a good deal of talk gomng on,
lut altioIgh wve were very ardent politicians, the talk
was flot political. When it was lot iele hanter, iL
was mostly literaiy; we disputed about authors amnong
ourselves, and with the village wits wi o dropped in.
There weire sevelaI of these Who were readers, and
tlhey ilike.I to stanîd with their backs tu our stove and
Challenge opinion concermnîîg 1 lolmes and Pue, Irving,
\laciulay, 'ope anid i'îon, )ickens and Shakespeate.

It wias Shakespeare who was oftenest on our
tongues: ide<dl, the printinig office of former davs iad
so mic atlfinity with the tlicatre, that comnpositors
and comedians nciet easily convertible; and i have
seen our printers engagtd ii hand-to.liand combats
with tcohIlimn ilies, two up and two down, quite like
this seal bouts on the stage. Religion entered a good
deal intu owr discussions. which my father, the inost
tolerant of men. woiuld not suiffer tu becoie ineverent,
even 'n the lips of law-students bathing themnselves
mii th lit' iety spirit of Tomle 'aine. Ile was willing to
meet anvole mn debate of moral, religious or political
luestions, and the wildest-haired Comeouter, the inost

ruthless s--ptic, the lost credulotis spiritualist, found
him ready to tak them seiiously, evcnl when it was
h.ard not to take them in joke.

It was lait of hbis dity, as publisler of the paper,
to bear p.Itiently with anotlier kind of frequenter; hIe
type of farmer who thouglht lie wished to discontinue
his paper, and really wi.hedc to be talked mnto con-
timuing it. i tlîi:k lie rathbei enjoycd letting the stlh.
scriber talk linself out, and car rying him fromî point
to point in his aigument, alwavs coilsuiiting tlat lie
knew he.-t V.-It he wan.îîted lo do, lut skfully persua-
ding 1um1 at last tlat a home paper vas more suited

et his needs tiait any City sublstitute. Once i couîld
have given the heads of his re.lsuning. but they are
gonei from Ie now. The editor u.as especially interest-
Cd ii hie farminîg of the i egioin, aid I thiik it was
partly owvinîg to the attention he called to the question
thî.st its' ch.aarter was so largely changed. It is stili
.9 daiy cumnltr, blut now it exports grain, and tornerly
the f.trm-uts h.id to huv their flour.

le ddti nolt li .l t any re.1l local interCst i Ius
pmp'se ut keeping his readers alihe to iiatteis of

muore general importance, but lie was fortunate in ad-
dressing liimnself to people who cared for the larger,
if reminoter, thiemes lie loved. In fact, as long as slavery
remnained a question in otur politics, they liad a seriotts-
ness and dignity wiich the present generation can
lardly imagine; and ien of ail callings felt themliselves
iplifted hy (lie appeal this question auide to their

reason and conscience. ly father constantly tauglht
in lus paper Ihat if slavery could be kept out of the
territolies it wuihl perish, and, as i have said, this
was the belief of the vast majority of lis readers.
They were more or less fervid in it, according to their
personal temîiperamnents; soie of theml were" fierce in
their comictions, and sonie humnorous, but they were
all in earnest. The editor sympathized more with those
wvho took the true faitli gaily. AIl were agreed that
the Fugitive Slave Law was to be violated at any
risk ; it vould iot have been possible to take an es-
caping slave out of that country without bloodshed,
but Ile people would have cnjoyed outwitting his cap.
tors more ttan destroying tiem. Even in the great
John Brown tines, wlen it vas known that tilere was
a deposit of his impracticable pikes somewhere in our
Woods, and lie and his followers came and went aiong
us on sone itysterious business of insurrectionary ain,
tIhe alfair lad its droll aspects, whicl none apprecia-
ted more keeinly than the Quaker-born editor. \Vitl
his clicerful scepticisim, lie could never have believed
that any hari or danger would comle of it all and
I thinîk lie wouîld have been hardly surpriised to walke
up any mîîorning and find that slavery haid died suid-
denly dmiing the night, of its own iniquity.

le vas like all country editors tien, and i dare
say now, in being a printer as well as an editor, and
lie tookl a full share in the niechanical labors. These
were fornerly muttîclh more bidensonc, for twice or
three Limes the composition vas theil dione in the coin-
tiy offices. At the present day the country printer
buys of a city agency lis paper already printed on
one side, and lie gets it for the cost of the blank
paper, the agency finding its accouînt ii lthe advertise-
ients it ptis in. Besides this patent inside, as it is

called, the printer buys stereotyped selections of olther
agencies, wlicl offer himn aliîost as wide a range of
niatter as the exclange ewspapers lie used to choose
froimî. The few colutmns left for local gossip and general
news, and for whatever editorial comment lie cares to
iake ont passing events, ca be easilv tilled up by
t wo comiipositors. Bîuit in 1113 timte we had three jour-
nevmen ai work and two or tlrce girl compositors,
an<d coimonly a boy.appientice besides. The paper
was richer in a personal quality, and the printing office
was unquestionabiy more of a school. After wve began
to take giil.apprenitices it becanme co-educative, as far
s thery cared to prolit Iby it; but I think it ditd iot

Ser to wden their thouglts or quiicken tleir wits
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