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“IEE PRESENT TRADE CONDITION AND FUTURE
PROSPECTS OF HALIFAX.

Thare is 1o originality in and certainly no foundation for the statement
{hat wo hear on every sido, apd which is persistently dinned into our ears
{bat ** Ichabod " should bo written over the dours and upon the lintels of
out business houses, It is & matter of grave doubt whether at apy time
within the present century—to go no further back—if the common question
whow's business,”! were asked of any merchant, not only in Halifax, but
anywhere in the civilized world, the answer would ot havo beep “dull”
Here, in Halifax, if afler asking tho above question and receiving the
stereotyped snawer, one has the curiosity to push the enquiry further, he is
iold that the Provinces West and North of us In:we nbeorbed” all tho

rofitablo portion of our dry goods trado, that our West India buginess is
dead beyond reaconable hope of resuscitation, that “tho country districts "
are becoming daily more and more independent of the Metropolis, and that
our strects, once crowded with trucks nnd wagous conveying goods from
one portion of the city to another, snd our sidewalks once thronged with
business men hurrying to and fro, are now nearly idle and unused.

Tnvestigation shows, however, that these statements are more epecious
thsa exact, and we ‘venture to nssert that the volume of the trade of this

1t is not only now greater than ever before, but also that it has been and
is steadily increasing with a healthy growth, and that it is quite as profitable

ever.

* Tt is most easy to pick out certain lines of trade thet have fallen off,
but it is not fair to deduco therefrom a general decadence of business. If
Upper Canada Proper supplies dry goods to the towns and villages of Nova
Scolia which once looked to us for their stocke in that live, we supply her
with sugar, molusses, and an ivfinite variety of other articles that sho
formerly obtuined frow other lande.” If our business men do not speud n
large portion of their working hours in rushing about the sidewalks, it is
becauso the telephone saves them many u weary step and many precious
woments which aze employed to better advantage in their offices.  If trucks,
drays and wagons ure nuot su Jargely employed- in laborivusly transferring
goods from place to place, it is becauso the vessels carrring our merchandive
ate shifted from wharf to wharf, aud discharge their contents or take in
part cargoes at different points. )

It is true that ter some timo our trade with the West Indics has
appeared to decrease. We questivn tho truth of the assertion that it has
really dome 80. A considersble portion of the fish that in older days was
cent honce to those markets in.eailing vessols now goes in steamers—the
ltter being a cheaper, more expeditious, as a rule, and more reliabln means
of transportation. For West India products—rum, sugar, molasses, fruit,
ult,elc.—Halifax is rapidly becoming the entrepot aund the distributing
point whence the whole Dominion obtains its supplies of thess articles.
For sowme years, it is true, the West India sugars labored under u disadvau-
tage, a3 against the dirty Asiatic and Brazilian rugars, becauso the tarifl’ was
not arranged 2o a8 to properly recoguice the dillerence in raw sugars. Ex
petience, we are pleased to obeorve, in this justance, hus taught wisdom.
The polariscops guage has been adopted, and hereafter raw sugar will be
smitted to duty according to the degreo of swect matter that it actually
contains. ‘That this step 18 destined to infuso new and vigorous life into
our tmdo relations with the West Indies is alrcady evident, and the
quantity of sugar that will reach Halifax for distribution by us throughout
(anada will this zeason be very large.

That the  country districts ’ are becoming more independent of Halifax
is Lrue in u certain limnited ssnse, snd we do not know that the fact is to be
regretted. The curreuts and conditions of trade live undirgone a very
remarkable change in this country within the past two decades. This change
h2s been gradual and slow, but far-seeing men could have observed and did
observe ils trend long ago, and are aware that it is still in progress.  Che
end isnot yoi. Instead of being the solo purveyors for theso smull but
enterprising commupities in a retail trade alone, we uaro ising to the proud
position in which we will handle a very cousiderable portion of the
inconving and outgoing freights of Canada.  We could not, under our new
couditions, existing and coming, afford to have our attentjon disticted and
our encryies expended in werely caring for o scction when the whole
country calls for onr services; yet we retain a valuable portion of our
country trade.

$til), though the possibilities—uay, tho probabilities, the cortaintics—- of
the future ate go brilliant, much yet is needed o put us in a position to
fully avail ow:clves of our natural and our acquired advantages. W
want, sud must have, closer commuuications with the rest of Canada than
wo pow enjoy. When the Halifax dry dock, which is now under contract,
is completed, it will in itself foun a stiony inducewent to freighters to cowe
10 this puit 10 discharge and to receive cargoes of goods for and from tho
interior 1 prefesence 1o any other port,  Means as direct as pussible must
ko provided to care for and to forward with despatch this freight. To do
this the direet link of communication between tho Iutercolovinl and the
Capada Pacilic railways—-which involves the bridge actoss the St Lawrence,
et Quiehee—will have to be established.

it order (iat Halifax shall obtain her full and legitimate shate ol trude
the proper pressure must be brought to bear ugon tho government to reduce
freight chaigges to tho lowest possible figure.  Tho country can hefter aflord
tolose on wilway running expeuses thun to hazard losing the business to
rival milways, and 1o have the trade diverted to United States channels,

Thoeugh it way Bot be generally known, it is a fact, that a luge and
increaxing trado hetween this City and Quebee has recently sprung up, by
which both places wie profiting.  This timde only requires wore libeml
facilities for inter comnugication to  develops wonderful proportions,

Quebeo is the pass through which wo can most readily 1ench the vast
markets lying to the wost of us, and it is, therefore, 8 mutter of Paramotint
of vital importance, that our councctions with her should he sbwolutely
complete and facile, )

In view of what the womb of the future holds for us, and of what the
very near future will demand of us, it becomes us to reect how wo should
preparo ourselves tu grasp the goot fortune befuro ux, und how to meot the
coming demands upon us, It will be but u short time before ut least two
if not four or more lines of raila muat be hid parallel to each othor alon ;
the cutire length of railway fiom HMalifax, st loastas far as ()uub;c tg
accon:modate the immense volumo of freight and pussenger trflic that m’uat
bo moved over this road. We have one elevator already, which was
erected by the govermment as an adjunct to, and a terminus of the Intor-
coloninl Railway. It is truo that it has been idle most of the time sines it
was built, but wo shall be greatly smiprised it within the wvext ton vears
{':)cla l«}oluot demonlstmtoltlmt it is too small to porform the work that it will

called upon to do, and it it will not have to ho enlury N
ol addil‘iou. 0 be enluged o1 others put

It way le u trite remmk, but wo beliove it to be noue the lows true, that
Halifax with its deep, broad, sheltered harbor, open all the year tound, its
advavced position ou the eustorn ghore of North Ameriea, and its roady
facile means of communication with all parts of this coutinent possesa‘v;s
advantages and has a future secoud to no city in America,

It is an indisputable fact that the population of this city is steadily
growing.  In spite of the emigration of sume of our eons—mny of whom
go farther and fare wore—und in spite of the chronic atlewed * duliness
of the times,” the inhabitants of Halifax iverease in numbers vear by
year, and year afler year new buildings are put up and occupied ns fast as
they are ln.xilt. Our rate of taxation—municipid and others- will fn\'oﬁlxl;'
compare with that of any other city of like size in Awerica. Our elimate
is healthy. W are not subject to flovds, tornadees, und other srievous
dizpensations that aftlict so many of our sister citiex. Even hcn\'yo storms
aro almost unkpown.  We experieuco neither the extieme heats of summ r,
tor the terrible frosts of winter common elsewhere. Back of us lies s;
proviuee rich in houudless matural resources.  Magnificent stretehes of
unsurpiised farming ond grazing lands are in every coumy, quarries of
excellent builling stone, and mines of coal, gold, silver, lead, manginese
copper, und_other metals abound, und primeval forests of wood timber
cover a considerable portion of its surface.  All invite man to take |oss-
csgion, and with ordinary health, diligence, aud intelligence, he may becofuo
not ouly comfortuble but wealthy. A more invituy field for capital
enterpriso, or immigration, can sgarcely he found in the world, '

The principle business houses of Halifax will be found in another colum.
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NEW BRUNSWICK'S COMMERCIAL CAPITAL.

It was ubout the middle of the 18th contury that St. John received
its first Englizh acttlers, but the city dates its birth from the landiuvg of the
Loyadists, May 18, 1788, The growth of Nt. John, the site of which ut the
landing of' the Loyalists, was little elso than a barren waste, was coutiunon~
until the great fire of 1877, Ly which two-tifths of the city wera haid in
ashes in about nine hours' time, and more than sixteon hundred business
establishments snd dwellings weie consumed.

Some of the beet wooden ships ever constructed in Americn have been
lanuched from yuwd< in the immediato vicinity of St. Johu. The lwumber
vusiness of the Provinee, which, with the exception of that conducted on the
north shore, has St John for its chief shipping port, uives employment to
thousands of men, and promises to continue a gieat sourco of wealth for
celtudies to coe,  Great as the consniption of timber of Provincial srowth
has been duaing the Jast three fourths of a century, there are those who von
tend that the supply is diminished only by the destruction caused by Sorost
fires 5 in other words, that the annual grewth of the timber is as Iares as
tho, mmount exported, and that used in ship-building and for other purhposcs
at howme.

The Provinee of New Biunswick is wondesfully favored with facilitios
for communication by water.  The River St. John, at the moutl of whiclh
the City of St. John is situated, is navigable by steamers of large size to 4

distancs of about 200 miles ; the Kenncbeeasis, Belleislo Bay, and Washa..

demouk and Grand Lakes, which huve their outlet into the St. Jobn, are
duting the summer, lought into daily commuuication with the city throush
the wedium of clegant and fastsailing ~tewmers and vessels of vnri(:;s
deseriptione, Other lines of steamers connect St. John with St. Andrews,
St. Steplions, Exstpoii, Portlaud, and Buston. The Islands of Graud Mayan
and Campobello, Dighy, Yarmouth and Annapolis, Nova Scotia, and the
Conntics of Albert and Westmorelind on the Bay of Fundy, are reached
by hnes of steawmers and sailing packets.  That part of St. Johu which ha<
been re-buiit sitee the grent fite of 1877, is neticeable on account of the
eleganco of its public and private buildings, which are mostly constructed
of brick :and store; perhays vo ity in Americs of its size and wealth can
compete with it in the pumher and clegance of its churches, while its
cudtow house, peost office, hanks, railway station, ele., conmnare favorably
with any stiuctwaes of the kind in Canada. - Sizee the Provinces of British
Noth America ware fonned into the Dominion of Capada, St. John has
cugnged Jargely in manufactures, and at present ber factories in various
lines of gooda are fully « mployed, and their productions in some lines, aside
from their #ale througheut the lengtiv and breadth of the Dowminion, are in
consfant demand in convtries far remote, '

l'l‘ho principle busiress houses of St. John will Le found in anothes
columu.



