THE CRITIC

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

When Sir John A. MacDonald was in New York, on his return from
England, Mecssm. F. W. Cox, Colin W. MacDouald, Wado, and Fuller,
oung mon from Nova Scolia, studying medicino in Belleviow, N. Y.,
called upon, and were gonially received and kindly ontortained for some
tinmo by the old * chieftain.” We may expect to hear of theso four gontle.
meon horcafter as * dyod-in-the-wool Tories.”

A sorios of articles, on our preseut Assessmert Law, and our need of a
new one, will scon appear in Tur Cmitie,  They aro not o bo wrilten by
our rogular contributors, but are to bo from very compotent hands nevorthe-
loss. Thoy will bo well-written, instructive, aud worthy of attentive

perusal.

The Now Glasgow glass company report a profitable yoar's businces,
dividend of 7 por cent. has been declared.

Genoral Barillas haa boen olected Prosidont of Guatemala by an almost
unanimous vote,

.The New Eugland faction who huve been protesting in Congross againet
the appointment of n joint commission to sottle tho fishery question, have
scant epcouragonient from their fellow citizens in the Middle and Western
Sta'es. Brother Jonathan likes fish-cakes, of which the Nova Scotian cod is

an important ingredient.

It is now proposed to open the mectings of the Toronto City Council
with prayor. ~Evidently some mollifying influence is required in the Toronto
bear-garden, Respectable Torontonians ehun civic honors.

The Dominion Government has issued a Bluo Blook entitled, ¢ The
Queen vorsus Louis Ricl.” It contains a vorbatem teport of the evidence
adduced at the trial, and will prove exccllent roading for those who believe
Riel to be a martyr, although it may not conlirm their preconceived ideas on
this point.

Mr, La Flammo, former Minister of Justice, has been awardoed $10,000
damages in his libcl suit against the Toronto Mail, Tho cise will be

appesled.

Germany is not to be allowed to enjoy the undisputed possession of the
Samoan Islands. Great Britain and the United States have prior claims
upon the group, which they havo not buon slow in asserting.

Ttaly has a doficit of 810,000,000 which the Ttalian wministry propose
to wipe out by tho levying of additional dutics. Italy may be considered as
financially sound, and as haviug the promise of a bright national futuve.

The Grecian Governmment indigpantly protest against British interferonce’
Groeco is ovidently in a fighting mood; but sho will find it .diffiouit tp
supply herself with the sinows of war should John Bull close his purso and
refuso to discount her bonds.

Halifax has many deserving institutions, none however, is more deserving
of support than the Sailor's Home. It is timo the managers had & building
suitable to its neceds. Our bonevolunt people should bLear this in mind.

‘The extent of the damage wrought by the recent floods in Russia exceeds
that of any year since 1875. Theso {loods, occurring as they do in the
latter part of January mark the differerces of tomperature which exist in
places having the same latitude lying east aud west of the Atlontic ocean.

Prof. E. Stone Wiggins wanta the government to buy out his stormology,
which ho claims to he the only perfect systom of predicting climatic disturb-
ances. In view of a probable deficit of 85,000,000 in Dominion finsncos
during tho curront year, wo cannot see how tho government can afford to buy
‘Wiggins out, unless, indoed, they can make money on the transaction hy the
brokersge on the storms foretold in other countries,

The Herald ip a loading articlo points out tho advantages which would
result from & commercial union between Canada and the British West
Indies. It isa wonder that tho Continental Annexationists do not steal the
Herald's thunder, but perhaps the fact that the Union Jack floats o'er these
Islands is sufficient to deter them from so doing.

A

Russia and Austria are each increasing the strength of thoir army corps
shd at the samo time are macufacturing wor materials upon a very large
scale. It is thought that o rupture betweon ,these powers will take placo in

the Bpring, in which caso Bulgaria and {*.rvis will again become the
colosssum of Europe.

The Archbishop of Canterbury ‘will introducoe in the British House of
Loxds a bill, having for its object,  Roform in tho Church of England.”
This is & step in tho right direction, and the fact of its being tiken by such
a high functionary in the Church augurs well for its good offect.

Portugl and Germany having patched up their quarrel over the
Caroline Islands, have found a new cause for dissgreemont in the bound-
aries of their rospective possessions upon the west coast of Africa. In each
instance Germany has been the aggressor. .

The 1ate John Roue had one of the best colloctions of old-time engrav-
lni!. and oil psintings owned in the Proviuce, This collectiou is now on
exhibition at the old Mason Hall, between the hours of 11 a.m., and noon,
and 3 and 4 p.m,, and are to bo disposed of by privato ssls,

The American papers continue to chronicle the indications of belty
times. The iron trade shows a decided upper tendency which is alway,
considered a fair omen,

President Cloveland has removed from office a number of Republicany
and tho United States Senate, which is largely Republican, hias asked th,
Prosidont to otate the causos for removal in esch caso ; this Mr, Clevelag
rofuses to do, and the Senate is indignant.

The Hon. J. S. D. Thompson, in his apesch before a larges publi
asaombly at St. Jorome, fully vindicated the course taken by the Governmont
in carrying out the sonteuce passed uvon Louis Riel. His remarks will 1,
sndorsed by every Nova Scotian bielioving in the Majosty of the law, Rig
met his woll-desorved fato and any attempt to make political capital out
his oxecution must prove an unqualified failure.

The Queen's speech may bo said to be non-committal. It nfers 4
Burmsh as haviug been incorporated in the Empire, and approve
of tho union of Eastern Romelia with Bulgaria. Its reference to the* Irish

uestion is vague, but nnnounces the intention of the Government to extend
the powers of tho county local buards, both in Great Britain aud Irelang,
and its detormination to put down crime in Ircland by vigorous measures.

Mr. Collings’' amendment to the addross in reply to the Quean's speech
dealing with allotments of land, was carried in tho British House of
Commons by a majority of 79, the Parnellites vozini with the opposition
Tho vote stood, Government 250, Opposition 329, The resignation of Lord
Salisbury's Government will compel Glads'one to again assume thy
Premiership. The defeat of the Conservative Government is due to the
notico given by 8ir Michael Hicks Beach to the effoct that a bill would be
introduced to suppress the Land League.

Dr. T. S. Covernton, who, during the recent small pox epidemio, wa
appointed by the Ontario Provincial Board of Health to guard the interests
ot the premier Province, is now in Halifax, and in conjunction with somo of
our leading medical men is advocating the formation of a Provincial Board
of Health for this Province. During the continuence of the epidemic Dr.
Covernton and his cight assistants boarded every train leaving Montreal for
tho West, and personally satisfiod themselves as to whether or not each
passenger had beon properly vaccinated. .

Among tho graduates of the training school for nurses in connection
with Bellevue Hospital, New York, are tho names of Miss Kimber of Sydney,
and Mias Cameron of Halifax. Thoso young ladies, who have just completed
their coutse, have come off with flying colors.

S. Everett Cox Esg., the publisher of the Schuyler Sun, at Schuyler,
Colfax Co., Nebraska, was formerly of Caunuing, N. 8.

Over sixty young men from Nova Scotia are this year studying in
colleges or universities outside the provinee,

Harper's for Fobruary contains, among other interesting articles, two
excellent ones un educational topics. Charles H. Ham contributes an able
and suggeative articlo on manual training. Io makes a very instructive
comparison between the European trade-school and the system known as
the Russian-Amorican; and his arlicle is especislly valusble as showing the
progress of manual training in Ameriea. Charles Dudley Warner treals of
¢ Education as a Factor in Prison Reform,” in an artlcle which should be
carefully studied, not only by thosa interested in improved prison discipline
but also by all educationat thinkors. ’

Mr. J. J. Sangster, of Guysboro, one of our enterprising shipbuilders,
is now in Halifax looking after his schooner * Genoral Gordon® which is
now taking in a cargo of fish for the European market. Tho schoonor has a
good record and will probably mnake a guick voyage.

Tho tight little Island of Prince Edward Island wants nothing more or
less than its pound of flush, but this, it is bound to have. Continuous win-
ter communication with the maiuland was one of the promised inducements
which led the Island to enter tho confudoration. This not having been pro-
vided, a deputation has beon sent to England by the Island Government, to
lay thé matter atthe foot of the Throne, with the hope that the British
Government will sec to it that tho agreement is carried out in letter as wall
as in spirit. The building of & sub-way appoars to be the only practicsl
means of solving the question.

Mr. G. P. Honry is now loading a vessel for Nowfonndland. The trade
betweon Nova Scotia and that ancient colony is, thanks to the energy of such
meu as Mr. Henry, steadily increasing.

The King of Bavaris, who is, owing to his extravagance, in atraightened
circumstances, is said to be insanc; he rofuses to speak to anyone, saving
tho members of his family ; and n movement is already on foot to have him
dethroned. Should he be depossd, his croditors will be in a position to
take action against him, which they cannot do, so long as ho still wears the

Bavarian crown.

The Newfoundland Government objocts to the appointment of Sir
Ambrose Shea as Governor of the Island, upon the ground that he is an
opponent of the present Coalition administratior. The British Government
are to bu petitionod to reconsider hisappointment. Newfoundland evidently
clings to the pomp and state of the old-time royal governors,and its peoplo
have 1o faith in a native governor,



