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MY WIFES LOSSES.
I have rlready cclcbrated my wife's nase; but she bas anc more peculiar

trait which remtains ta be painted. Ble88 bier little sou) ! she mnay not be
beautiful as Venus or wise as .Minerva, but she is the most amusing wifc
mon ever had.

If dge cannot wlther ber, nnr cuatow stale
lier ifofolle voriety."

lThe other day a young and laveiy bride callod an us. Her eyos bright,
lier color glowing, ber bain rica and lustrous ; thc %vards of truth and
sobcrness fell fram bier lips. You could flot fail ta admire ber. She would
bc a model bousekeeper, a good mothen-"l mild, yct firm," as the aId owl
said ta bis soir, Billy-and deconous, praper, excellent, ta the end of bier
days. Shahl I confcss tbat the cal) bored me exceedingly ? I suppose my
total depravity camne ta the surface just then. As for Nan, she turncd
towand nie with a sigh, balf-stifled, and a pnetty, wistful, cnquiring look.

IlIsn't she nice, jack? i deciare I do tbink sbo'e lovely. Vout can
depend an ber eveny time. She'il bc just ina the righ laefon owtl
neyer. Oh dean."b plcfomnwti

"'Yes," said T, " that's all truc, Nan ; but there is such a lack of
uncxpeclcdnes.- &bout hier that I shauld hate hcer in a wcek."

" Oh, yeu --car aid thing ; thîaî's why you love me isn't it ?"
And she tbrew herseif into my arms in the most gusbing miner, and-

bit the tip of my car 1 She neally did ; flot entinely in a savage fashion,
but as a kitten bites.

"lThat %vas unexîected, centainly" safd 1, witb a grimace, rubbing the
injuned memben. But Nan did flot sympathize. She withdrcw benscîf
calimly, aond began ta bunt about the roorn fn a mt vivaciaus mannen.

IlWhaî are yau looking for nowv, Nan ?"
She resented the emphasis wh a look of rage ai me, for ibis was a tare

point. But as the scarcb went an, mnd she gnew desperate, she turned ta
me and remarkcd, flot toa swveetly :

" If you ?nust know, 7 can't find rny other ivory needle."
I cauld flot be]p f t-I bad ta lougb. The needle was stnuck througbi the

clark knot af ber bain like a Roman gfrl's dagger.
"lOh," said she, iviien I toid lier-an Iloh" that oughî ta bc written

itaccalo, it I had only a bit of score ta, do i t. For my ivifo's lasses are the
farnily delight. Never was sucb an inconsequent woan made. She knows
whene all muy things arc, and reproaches me %vith the cruelcst sconn if I
venture ta ask whaere mny stockings live, or wbaî bas become of my white
vest. And the drawers that bolong ta litle Onacilis, bier niece, are miracles
of ander, and the luckless child f5 visited with awfril tirades fron bier auniy
if an apron is mislaid, or a shoo waîndering fromn ils awn place. This is ail
vcry nice for Gracilis and me; but when fi cornes ta bier own thiDgs, if tbey
were crcated out o! original atams every lime she wantod îhemn, lbey could
nai bc mare astray or longer in coming tageiher.

Well do I iemnember, whmn wc moved front the botel ta aur little bouse,tic anguisb of mipd ivbicb pervadcd Nan's atmosphere. But afier tbrcce
days we lookcd about us, and found "'mat îhings wenc soinewbenc," as 9i
lucidly staicd it. Still thene wenc tbrce bailles of claret ta bc accounted
fon-the lasi a! a dazen wlîicb a kindly friend liad sent us ta mitigate the
auttenities of a batel table. Il wasvery good claett; the haste was clean and
tolerably mild, and the bouquet fine. Tbfis fi %vas which necommended it ta
nay wife. She would bang aven bier glass like a bec above a blosiom, with
dilated nastnils and drcamy eycs-"l On, jacki, it is likc English violets !"'-
tbe dinner, such as fil was, growing cold an the plate, tiI) 1 ovas obliged ta
suggest that ber food wvas waiîing la bce aten, and perfume would flot
supply the pIac1 of beef and bread. But those thrce bottls af clarci wcre
gane. Nan knew penfcîly wcll she had taken them in a basket whon I
carried ber ana a fcw other preciaus îbings aven ta thc haute in my buggy.

cfYau sec, I didn't want ta put any temptatian in Polonius's way, jack,
ao I look themn myseîf. I k-norc I did."

Let me put in a oparenîbesis hetre, aond rite ta explain that Polonius is flot
the immortal adjunct ira IIamine, but oniy my qucer wifc's way of 8aying
Malony,,%vbich f5 aur washen-woman's naine.

"But if you put tiocin îh.nc, Nan, we rnauI bave taken themn out."
"Oh, Jack, wbat gccse mcn arc ! Don't you knajw you lefi the buggy

and wenî up stairs ta fctclb ibat lovcly ~Asc yau brokzc on the steps after al:
and how do you know wbo bclpcd tbeiisclves ta the clari tben ?"

There 'vas a doauble flavon ta, tbis speech, a tort of mental peppermin'
tbai macle me !èe twn ways at once, just us ibat papular aromatic maker
yaur mouth bot and cold togcther. I ut lenst was frccd froni blame abou
tbe c.arcî, but tben 1 was broriglit, ta recollcct tbat I 'broke the vase.

cfPenhaîts, tiougli," she %vent on, Ilyau îniight bave put il under ibh
buggy scat, and in tliot case il may stl be aIt the livcny stable. Ob, do g<
right airay and sec."

Sa 1 necekly walkcd aven ta the stable; but though 1 scanchcd in evc,
crack of the buggy, there was no dlaret tbcnc.

Tiicn Polonius ivas interrogatcd. She is an excellent crcaturc, bu
ztfflictcd rvilli a fluent picty of speccli, wiroec libcral dispeneation on ai
occasions is flot quitc: reverent.

IfEllen, dan't you remember seeing ilîncc tai) clark bottIcs un tb
içindow-sill at the Dlank Hanse wbcn you ivcrc bclping suc ta pack P'

IfIdecdc tim, ma'aîn, 1 ricollict thim intirely a-siaudin' in a rowv b
the windy ; an' 1'vo a spiindid mimory, glory be la Goil! iî's nivcr gon
back on vie yit."1

"Did )-ou sec nme put hein iat a basket ?"
"'Decd 'n' I clan't cal) ta nîind soein' ye do anytiDg wvid thini.

re.inîmber thim baoules, because you 'vas jist alther givin' mc the car-tic~
oui a' ibat dnawcr in the table bc the windy."

"Oh, that rnalcc me tbink : could you wear themi
"Oh, sure, ma'ani, an' plase the Lord, I nivor had tue cars lioied front

that day ta this ; but my Mary Aun, an' she flot three year aid corne bMarci,
she fetcbed thini down a Monday aif the booreau i an,' ' Mother,' set ahe,
' be the help a' God l'Il wcar thini ear.rings wan day,' sez shc. Sho's rail
smart, that wan."

This was tbo inuch 'cr Nan ; ahce left Palonius to lier scrubbing, and
turned ta nme with a comnic yet desperate expression:

"lIt's Do use, jack ; they're gone."
If only ahe couid have accepted that situation wo should have iîad

peace; but dlay aftcr day %vont an, and aur possessions were daily turned
ineide out, outside in, and bottom side up, while ail aur fricnds were regaled
wîth the woeful tale, anid everybody wondered who coud bave stoien the
ciaret.

Six weeks after, as 1 came inta the parlor at nigbt, I behold a strange
pile an the table, carefliy veiled with a towei. Nan sprang up froni her
low chair, and witb a naughty sparkle ini ber eye, and a highly dramatic
sweep of bier arm, snatchcd off the towel, and revealed the thrcc ciarci
bailles.

I sank int the sofa and laughcd until I couid laugh no mare.
IlYou horrid thing i1" she exclaimed, aller she bad laugbed a littie hersoil.

1I thought yau'd bo 50 giad."
IMy dear, I'mi as glad as I can be ; but consider the weakness QI

humanity. I had to laugh,; I should have dicd of ils suppression and the
« flood of memories ' tbis apparition called up."

"lOh l! ! " Exclamation marks cannot give the indignation which Ibis
littie syllable burled at me.

"Where did yau find theni, Nan P~
"I don't wanî ta tell you. I thoughî you'd be niagnanîrnous, and you

are not a bit. I knoww I shall neyer hoar the last of that claret. But if yoi
tiu&t kuow, tbey were in my work basket, rolled up in Gracty's new flanoci
night-gowns."

Here she had ta laugb with me ; aond, thougir I lose ail character foi
magnanimuîy, I must own that Nan nover did hear the last of that clarer,
for it was perpetually brought ta confront hor during the next three months,
ivben at anc time evcry pair of her scissors disappeared, ta bc recovcred
from the crease of the sofa, the middle of WVebster's dictionary, and the top
af a jani-pot on the highcst pantry sheif-paces wberc she bad laid them
down in 8ome emergoncy. and quite forgotten tbemn; ai anather, whcn cyery
ane of fivo pairs of eyeglasses (speciaily pravided ta avent such a catastrophe
as my near-8ighted vrife being lefî without any,) to.k ta themnselves wîing,
or heels, and by paticnt search were at last rcsurrected fromn forgaîtte
pockets, the desk, the drejsingcs raesan-sball 1 say it P-undi
the bcd 1 As for spools, nec ribbons, pencils, handkcrchiefs, gloves, use; J
sccmed ta symbalize the lost tribes of Israel for number and persistence, g
except that tbey aiways came back.

lt is truc that I lost things, but in the normal way ; a slecve button thzu
dropped aut in the sîreet, and neyer came back ,a new duster that fe ý1
froni the buggy on a drive, and probably has done somebody cisc goci
service long since. .Nan's worat lasses wcrc retneved inevitably.

But in three rnontbs came a lots that was rcaily annaying. Nan tu
dreadful headaches aftcr any exposure ta cold, and consequcntly wraps Le
hcad up in a long thick veil if tho wcather is the Ieast tbreatcning whcn sti
is obligcd ta face il.ï

There %vas a-funeral anc day ina I>orlard, sanie lhirty miles from w 4
rail, which she must attend, being anc of the immediate fam-iiy ; aond, thorit
fil %vas in the month of May, the sky looked clark enough when Nan Jefto
-for I couid not leave my business ta ga ivith hier further than the staîcm
0f course she look bier veil-a new aond expensive one, jusi obtaiticd fufi
Nety York. But afler sho reached town the wcaîher changed ta cxtieau
heat, and the next afternoon I met bier ai the train flusbed aond panting, W--
hier thick sbawl aven ber arm, scolding about the day: IfI'vc aimast bes
rasied, I do assure you. The bouse was like an aven-vcrybody gaspi,
and the cars, oh, baw bot îhcy were ! Plcase, I'd rather walk homc; l:
îaa warm ta ride."

Sa wc walkcd home; and malters went on as usual for two or ih-s
weeks, wben, ane day, a picnic bcîng afoot, Nan came ta me with w)ý
eycs :

Iljack, do you remnember, thai day I came homo froni Aunt DorciiI
funcral, sccing my clark, blue veit in my hand ?"

t INo, I don't. Is it lot, Nan ?"
i If0f course it is," she rc:artcd with muchi dignity. 4,I must have 1ti
tin tlic cara. I remtember takîng iî off muy bat, 1 was ta warm, and haDiî

il ovcr tbc seat back. IVili you picase go up ta thc noon train and àu
c Canductor Scott if lic found it ?"
0 NL'ow I have been on ta many fool's errands of titis sort, 1 Se

dcmurred. "Arc you quitc suîre you haven't it, in thc hause, my dear?'
y "0 f course I amn. jack, 1 do wish you iicrcr would say «'my der*-'

me. I'd ralier bc sworn at any day. Now you tbink I lîavcn't lIo.t eit
t Veil. 1 lhate. I knoNq I have. But V'il go anysel!."1
il IlIndcd you won'î, Mrs. Nan. [But can yan blarne me, renimbtmk

thc claret?",
c Thc blesscd Ifittie volcan flew after me ta box niy cars, but l'ni nmne

and cscatpcd-by a baitrs brcadtb.
c 0f course Mir. Scott had not sccn tbe veil. And tiien Nan rccol!ce
c she bad il in anc hand camning aut of tic station ; tberofore sbe must L"

drappcd fi in thc strei aond fi had to bo tboroughly advertised in thckd
papcer. But nabady rcstorcd fil.
IAbout a ycar after, Nan carne ta mc ivith anc band bcbind ber baÀ

;s and the zidenvisc, doubiful look of a rat. caught crcaxu.sicaling.
IlWbat bave you fourad ?l laughed Il sure of a sequel of ibis soit.


