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HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Thursday, May 6th.
[ Continnation of Debateon Forlifications.)

Col. Guer considered that cnough had
been said toshow that we should depond
upon ourselves. England had promised if
wo built our fortitications to supply ammu
mtion and guns. Now these works were to

believed that it is for the advantage of Eng I tho hon. gentloman opposite had not been

land to rotain her connection with us It! propared with his meuasuro at an oarljor
has beon assumed by writers in England time. Ho spoke of four delogates from old
that Cannda, in the event of war, would be| Canada to London, building the Provinces
a source of expenso to Eugland, and that it¢ of Nova Lcotia and Now Brunswick two yems
would be better and cheaper for England if | before « coufederation, us being positively
we were quite independent and she had | absurd,
neither direct or mdirect intorest in us.  lle,  Sir Jony A. Macvoxarp said that the hon.

. believed that « period would come whon member for Lambton hadrepeated hisspeech

)

Lo constructed on money obtained in Eng  and diversity of interests, would bo inde-
landt on the guarantee of the Imperial Gov- | pendent of Great Bratun, although he hop

ernment. The question was suuply this— ed 1t would not bein his day, and he thought
are those forusfications desirable i nut! our present ought to be framed with an eye
An hon. member had stated that an ron i to that future, so that when s@puration does
clad ship could enter the harbor of Iorts-| occur, wo should be in a position to main-
mouth in spito of the fortifications. ITe then ™ tain our independence. As a people we
wenton to show that _this position was in | wero rapidly approuchmgnationn{monhood,

correct, and that at Charloston the old fort but still the protection of England was ne
of Sumpter had rosisted tho whole powerof  cessary to us. In giving us fortifications and
the American flects backed by American dar-  organizing an efficient militia, the Govern-
ingand pluck. No one desired war wii.h| nment are pursumg tiao best courso to make
the Amcrican people, who spoke our ]an-‘ us masters of our destinies, and he would
guage and wero of the same race with our-; bo wanting in his duty if he hesituted for

1

thns country, from iucrease of population | instead of simply making an oxplanation in
violation of the courtesy extended tfo him,
If the delegation to London had acted de
ceitfully and untruly, tho member of Lamb
ton wus particeps criminis, for he had voted
for the $1,000,000, which they required as an

, earnest to tho British ‘Govt. that they were

ready and willing to uudertake their own
defence. Heroad an extract from a speech

; of Mr, Mackenzie’s on a former occasion to

show that he had heartily supported what
he now called & diplomatic vote.

Mr. WsLLs wanted to know if £111,000
stg. was to be expended in Montreal, it was
not stated how much was to be expended

selves, but let us suppose it possible. Were
we, under the beliof that it was possible, to
take no steps to defend ourselves? Here
viewed the argument of the honorable mem-
ber for Lambton with regard to the practi-
cability of invasion, notwithstanding the
fortifications of Toronto and Hamilton. e
said this policy was the first of the kind
which as a Dominion we were called upon to
assume, and he thought it was incumbent on
us to assume it. ITe said further that while
England paid something like 23s. a head
for the maintenanco of her armies and navy
wo only paid Is:

Hon. Mr. HovtoN complained of having
been taunted with keeping silence on this
subject, and rose to show that he was not af-
fraid to express his sentiments. Five years
ago he had said that the measure of fortifi-
cation was necessary, butwe had neverthe.
less got on very well without it, and still do
so. lle did not want to retort insinuation

for insinuation, but we might askif the,

measure was not withheld until those honors
which the he orable Zentleman so worthily
wears were thrust upon him. Ieadmitted,
however, that the time had arrived when e
should assume the burden of cur own de-
fence, instead of fostering it upon the over-
taxed people of the mother country; but
nevertheless, we might be permitted to in
quire whether the proposed fortifications
were necessary. He had lived for a con-
siderable length of time, during which there
had been no difficulty with the United States,
and he thought he might hive for sometimo
longer and notsee one. A quarrel, however,
might arise, and it would be necessary to
defend ourselves.

Hon. Mr.Gart did not think that the Gov-
ernment could pursue any othor course than
that which they were pursuing. They ave
merely carrying out their share of a treaty
with the Imperial Government, and they had
neither information nor details to submit to
the House.  There was a difference between
the position of the Governmentin the matter
of these defences and the Parliament of
England in the matter of her coast defences.
In England Parliament were thesole judges
of the position, here we were not, but only
Jointly so with the British Government. It
could not be doubted, however, that the ob-
ligations of self defence rested with us. It
was for England to consider on what con-
dition she would retain us in connection
with her, aud she has told us that she can-
notdefend us without our aid, and she re-
quires from us the construction of certain
fortifications. Theconnection with England
exXposes us to dangers which we accept. He

) one moment to give his support to the Gov-
. ernment in this measure. °
} . Mr. O'Coxvor was assured by some mem-
bers that it was impossible for this country
l to defend herself in ths event of a war with
i the United States. Itwassaid that the pop-
{ ulation of the United States had increased ;
{ 80 had ours. It was also said thatwe had
lan extended frontier; so had the United
 States. We had Dbefore been engaged in
war with the United States: we had not
then got tho worst of it. He thought it
poor policy to tell the people of the United
States that we were not in a position to de-
fend ourselves. They were a divided peo-
ple, we were all united, as opposed to the
United States and had the whole power of
Great Britain at our back. It-wasa very
grave question which he wassure the gentle-
man on the treasury benches had gravely
considered.

Mr. Beatry said he held the gentleman
on the treasury benches responsible for the
legislation of the House and he would vote
against the amendment and for the motion,
He hoped the time would never arrive when
the Dominion of Canada would be tamely
surrendered. Iewas neither a prophetner
the son of a prophet, but he might safely
predict that that the time would never come.
The very females of Buffalo, who ought to
have the milk of human kindness in them,
were hostile to British institution and cheer-
ed the Fenians. It could be seen from what
happened mn Mexico what would be the ve.
sult to us in_the event of separation from
England. He hoped the vote would almost
be a unanimous onc in fovour of the meas-
ure.

Sir. Geo. E. Carmier said that the motion
in amendment was simply “stuff,” and read
from the proceedings of the Houso to show
what was done in 1862with regard to a simi-
lar Bill in 1862 and in 1865, and he com.
plained that he had not been treated fairly
by the member fu. Lambton, who had said
that he had purposcly delayed the measure,
inasmuch as he had given notice of it so
carly as the 25th of March and had afforded
every opportunity for tho free and full ex-
pression  of public opinion on it. He read
an  extract from a despatch to show
that the whole power of the Empire would
bo placed at our disposal for omr defence.

Mr. Macrexzie rose merely to defend
himself from the chargoe of inconsistency in
having voted differently from what he now
did on a former oceasion. He smd before,
and sard now that he would expend the last
penny for the defence of the country. e

thonght it was a fair inforence to draw that

I

west of Montreal.

Sir G. E. Carmisk could only say that the
largest amount would be expended at King-
ston, where there the defences would be of
a two-fold character—Naval and Military.

Mr. Ryuar wanted to know if nothing
was to be done in the way of naval protect
ion for tho upper lakes, as assurcdly in the
event of a collision with the United States,
the western peninsula wonld be a scene of
conflict.

Mr. MacpoNaLy (Antigonish) contended
that if $1,000,000 hed been yoted by the old
Province of Canada for defensive purposes
the old Province ought to piy the money.

‘The vote being taken on the amendiment
there were: Yeas, 51; Nays, 102

‘The House went into Committee, and the

Resolution was carried and reported upon,
when the House adjourned at 3a. .

" DEFENCE.

—

The following are the Resolutions submit-
ted to the House of Commons by the Ifon.
Sir G. E. Carmizr for the construction of

works of defence, on the 1st inst:

3. That itis expedient to provide that a sum not

excecding £1,10,000 sterting be applied to the ox-
renuse of constructing works of fortitication for the

defence of Montreal and orher citlies and places
west of Montreal, and also for the defence of the
clty of St. John, in New Rruuswick.

2. Thutit s expedlent that the sums required for
the purposo mentioned inthe precedtngresolution
bo muised from tlme to time by lueun, under thio
puamntee of the lm]l)crlul Government, and that
the sumssorafsed, with the Intorest theroon, bex
charge on tho Qonsolidated Revenue fand of Can-
ada, nextafer the appm&r‘lnuou for the constrie-
tlonofthic Intercolonial Rallway, assballatso such
further sumsasmay benegcassary torepay the said
0an, cither by way of a sinking fumd, not cxceed.
ing 1 per contum per annum on the principai
sum s0 rafsed for the purpose of paying off the
srme, or in such othor way as the Government in
Canada may determine.

_ Inspeuking tothe motion for going into
Commattee, the Minister of Militia remarked
that the hoperial Govt. would assume the
responsibility and eost of maintaining and
improving thodefensive works at Quebecand
Halifax; and that that Government exvected
the Dominion to assume a fair sharo of re
sponsibility in its own defenco and protec
tion. The matter had been brought up in
the conferences between the Colonial dele
gates and the Imperial authorities ; and an
arrangement had been come to which wss
satisfactory to the Homo Government, aud
would in all probability besatisfactory tothe
coplo of this country. It had been reported
i several papers that all the muney which he
appropriated would be spent in Montreal on
works there; but thiswasnot true, the fact
being that tho fortifications would be created




