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targot which consistod of five plates of thrcc-'
inches oach;in fact aluminated targot whose,
aggrogato power of resistaucowas not equal |
to that of & singlo plato of nine wnches, 80|
that as far as actual value tho experiment is|
useless, tho distanco was only 500 yards, so)
that wo can oasily understand tho contompt |
with which the experiment has boon troated
by the United States .Army and Nuvy Jowr-
nal. Xt doos scom strango that the Wash-~
ington Cabinet do not give encouragement
to tho scioutists of theirown Army andNavy
to undertake tho solution of the problems
nffecting tho use of heayy rifled artillery,and
not toave such a vital question to mero char-
latans. Ono thing, howeover, these oxperi-
monts has demonstrated, and 1t1s that Mr
Wianp's knowledge of tho success by Ger-
mapy will never enable him to uso the same
gun for rilled avd round shot, nor will it bo
likoly to solve with heavy artillery tho
problem which Captain O'llkx has suceess.
fully solved with rifled small arms,  Itis
evident from the last parageaph of tho ro-
port that the experintent does nut vealize
what winduge means, or tho p.culir action
of the expanding gas which constitutes the
explosive foree in tho calibre of n gun,

wThe New York Herald gives the follow
ing account of a recent trial of ordnance on
Nut Island,Boston tarbour.:—** Lhe expert-
ments were made under Ltho observatun of
Captain Truxton, Captain of ‘Urduance of
the Navy Department, and under the supers
vision of Norman Wiard,ngent of theDepart-
ment and inventor of niling improvement,
For the purposes of tho experimental tests
thero were provided two guus ol 23 tons
exrch and of 15-iuch cxlibre.  One was the
common smooth bore, and the other was
sifled in accordance w.th Me. Wed's wven:
tion ; but in other respucts thete wes nodif-
ferenco whiatever,  Une hunlved aud forty
pouuds of powder— the lurgest quuntity
ever used i gpun—was sired {rom eacls,
and ths projectiles were respectively of 460
pounds weight.  Tho targets conssted of
wrought iron platesof 13inches iu thickness,
and they were erected side by side, 139 ft.
distant.  1he wille projectile fired from the
Witrd gun was of comeal shipe, and the
one fired teumt the common smwvoth bore
piece was necessarily round. The ono first
namned weunt clear through the 13 incn
plates, and out of sight into a saud bunk in
the rear. The demolition of the almost
invuluerable target was comp.ete, and so
grent was the force with which it was
struck that a fragment of 300 or 400 pounds
was thrown clear across the islund, a dis-
tance of not less Lhan & quarter ot u mile.
‘The projectile from the sinovth bore gun
penotrated the target only aboue six and a
tinlf inches, and as the advantages were pré-
cisoly equeal, tho supariority ot the ufled
arm was at once established by the expen-
ment, and admtted by the Government au
thorities of observation. Compared with
other comparative tests this stylo of gun is
the most destructive over yet produced.
‘The improvement, as thie Government un-
derstands it, does not involve the manufuc-
turo of new guns to secure it. Tuko the
present armament of our forts just as they
are, and they can be rifled at ouc-tenth the
cost that mew guns can be.manufsctured,
and at the same time theic efficicncy us
smooth bore orduauce is not in the least

impaired ; aud including tho cost of rifling,

ot
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tho arms will be choaper by one tenth than ins—li-h-ttions shiould bo Lrought lLwetore the

tho best English guns, sud for the destrue-
tive powers their clliciency can -havdly ever
Le equatled. ‘Che improvement consists
vifling each gun with two grooves, having
for a 15-inch gun a twvist of nbout one full
turn in 50 feet,nnd so stationing the groovos

at tho sido ot tho boro that neither groovol

will intersect or cross Lhe Uottem or top of
tho boro, thus leaving it smooth ut the bot-
tom and top where tlio shot would strike in
¢ balloting,’ should the gun bo used as n
smooth hare for spherical projectiles after
boing riflad,  After the gun 13 nfled, how-
aver, it is proposed to improve tho spherical
projectiles now on huwl by drilling three
small holes in cach, o little tlislnnqg from
the poiut of contact the shot or shell
would have witl the Lore of tho gun when
inserted s if lor firing. 1o nholes to be
equidistant from each other in the form of
a regular triangle. Into these holes iv ort
threo Lrass pins, each to bo cut, after the
insertion of such,tho exact length necessary
to support the projectile up aud out of con
tact with tho bottom of the bore, so that
tho windage shall be equal all round. By
supporting the projectile in the centro of
the bore previous to its recewving its im-
pulse from tho powder, the windagoes all
round nlike, an achievement is arrived at by
most simple means often attempted irf this
country amd Europe without success.”

‘I'nosk who daery thoe present Military Or-
gonization of Canada, liad better read the
able paper ot Lieutenant A. Provosrt, B.
Battery of tho Quebec Gunnery School,
and then shew under what other system
such results could be obtained. As far as
the paper goes it is ons of the mostadnura.
blo we have ever read on the. ** operations
of war,” agl talung the author as a fair
average specimen of the oflicers of the Ca-
nadian Voluuteer Fuice, professional nuli-
tary crities will argue with us that no coun-
try cw profuce a liner specimen of profi-
ciency, or 1 more apt illusteation of the
valuo of thy system thitt can praduce such
results in so short o time,

Colone! Strange muy well feel proud of
the professional soldiers hin lius labored so
hiord and assiduously to train fur Canada,
and we hopo a grateful country will bear
in mnd the groat services he has vendered.

‘Thoe people of Canada generally should be
apprised of the progress made in training
soldiera undeor the admirable organization
the country possesses, o ° < happy to
be able to give them the first example of
the value they receiye for approprintions
that aro mere bagatelles compared with
the sums expended in other countries for
far less relinbloresults,

‘Tho evidenco furnished in lhis caso goes
to prove-ghat tho system of organizition
adoptod has leavened our population with
an amount of military training and Lknow-
ledge which only needs tha ocrasion to call
it forth,and it has been done in 39 quiet and
silent a manner as lo escape the pubiic ob-
gervation,

As it i3 o matter of most vital importance
to the intcrests of the country.that just and
true rations of the working of ils military

peoplo prominently, 1t follows that auy te-
ticenco on the profossional subjoets of gene
il mulitary subject 13 wrong, becauso 1t pre.
vonts the public knowing what lus ULeen
done with the appropriation for this pur-
p 'se, loads erroncous notions of tho valun
of military prepareducis and enthles the
cynic and tho jpohitical eccotomist  false
ly so called, to musrepresent tho value of
military servico, and wittingly, or atherwiss,
imporil the satety of the State.

For instance, we have an ngitation now
going ou, the ultumato ohject of which itis
hard to define, but the immertiate gonl tn
bo obtained looks to what is called fnere warl
ellicieney in the Volunteer Force. Unr opin
ionson tho subject are well known. Woilo
not believe in a reduction of the present
nominal strength, but we do in av increaged
money grant, and we are decidedly opposed
to compulsory service.

Wa believe all tho objects to Lo attained
by the possession of an eflicient military
force can be obtained by our present
systen with trifling revisions, and anything
that will be accomplished by compulsory
service will Lie valueless. Wo deriro to know
ab what perind sinen its first o' gz ion,
the Canadion militiv has been wantng m
the hour of need ; and we are sure from the
examplo of the kuowledge acquired since,
it i not likely to bo g0 in tho future,

With sneh olliccrs as Culonel Straxai,
and proper encouragement, the tanwirm
militia ¢ bo made the best i th worid.

Vurcorrespondent ** R says, as a general
rule theVonextecrRevinw ¢ tries torput the
best face on militia matters,” and advises
us *¢ that it 1s not a wiso course;’’ but we
would quuetly ask tho ciitics, what courso
would they follow? 'R has only common
report for his objections. It is eaid,”
seems Lo be abiout tho wholo gist of anything
that can ba said m reply Lo the Adjt. Gene-
ral's Reports,  Fhose whoobject to the pre:
sent organization, and urge amongst other
ol jections that ¢ 1t has beenmade to serva
pohitical endy,’ furget that & country with
representative iastitutions hike ours, such
will always Le hie case,aud that in the Brit-
ishi1egular service “politicai onds”were just
as notoriwus and much more so than in the
Y-olunteer Force. We arenot at all afraid
to * point out fuults,”! but decline mannfac-
turing facts to such individuals. Wo have
taken the part of “the active woiking
man,’" without exliortation,and pointed out
clearly the evils alfecting the forco long
beforo * R Lecame a propounder of conon
drums connected therewith,

Alr the evils appear to lLe narrowed
down to the supposed failure of the ** Do-
minion RifleAssociation ;" {o atiract n larger
number of competitors, bul the answer is
easily arrived at,thore avasuch things aswell
organised .company and batlalion matches,



