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it as I like, and loave me alone, 1 all Twant
or caro for on tho subject,

Considoring ns [ do that a 12-pounder gan,
carrying with itself on its own limbera 33
rounds, is a most formidablo arm with a rea.
sonnble supply of ammumtion, I do not
proposo thoe encumbranco of wuggons, each
carrying 90 rounds in addition, us waen the
exceptional caseis about tc arise in this
country of more than the 33 being required,
tho oceasion will readily bo met by special
arrangemout.

Our gunners must march on foot and
mount on limbers and axletree soats for a
trot, as they have long been in tho habit of
doing.

By no means am [ Lthe ouly Artillery ofii-
cor favourable to such an organization,
though I mny be from circumstances the
only one who can give his name with im-
punity,

Yours obediently,
8. D. Snakgsvear, L. p. R. A,
Liout.-Col, Commandin;
South Middlesex Artilery.
"Thatched-house Club, Sept. 25,

To thé Editor of the Morning Advertiser .
Sir:—1In tho columns of the Z'imes of Satur
day last, the 23rd inst., Major-Genoral E. N.
Wilford, R. A., has entered the lists in this
controversy, with & view of throwing the
weight of his professional rank into the
scale against Volunteor field batterios ; thus
forcing mo, their chief professional support-
er, to call in question his practieal know-
ledge of tho subject.

Knowing im very well as & clover man,
an old soldier and personal fricnd, I confess
it would have been more agreeablo had he
left meo to deal with those for whom I have
less regard.

It appears that he entered thoe servico
abecut eight years beforo I was born. When
yot a lad, about thirty years ago, I well re-
member him, a captain of artillery and pro.
fessor of history, 1 shink, at the Royal Mili.
tary Academy, and afterwwards instructor of
practical artillery ; essentially was he looked
upon as a scientific garrison artillory officer
of theso days, and during s long service,
chiofly spent at home, was mostly employed
in the ways above stated. e never was on
activaservice, to tho best of my belief, and my
impression is he never commanded a borse
field-gun. I may be slightly in error in this
statoment, but exceedingly do I doubt his
knowing anything practically of horses, har-
ness, and driving ; and thesoare three things
in which theory and imagination are greatly
ab fault.

Now, General Wilford kindly gives us cre-
dit for intelligence, zeal, and patriotic exer
tions. Surely those are three elements in
success which usually corry all before them.
Let me ask, is driving a field-gun an excep-
tion to that law of nature? Is it nota fact
that uneducated country lads are taught
to drive in a short time? I well know they
are, having taught many; but I do not
mean to say perfection is arrived at always
in a short time, nor is it in anything else.

General Wilford thinkswwe might get
through a week or two of campaigning, and
no moro. ere I differ greatly as my prac.
tice tells me the first fawy days would be the
rub; those over, all circumstances requiring
it, wo could keep the field as well as any
troops. As to keeping our horses perma-
nent, ho evidently entertains tte same fal
lacy as othera—that horses for artillery pur-
poses must of necessity be specinlly trained.
Of course, a young, unbroken horse must
be trained, but omnibus, van, and town car-
riage horses, I submit, kardly require train
ing to harness ; and amongst their disadyan-

tages they certainly possess two or thrae
advantages—viz., from constant hard work,
they are extremoly tough, and are accus{om-
ed to odd sights and noises ; and while mili
tary horses ave so little worked that they
are npt to fall off when doing anything in
excess of “walering order,’”” our horses
would fatten on tho comparalive idleness of
campaigning., As to standing fire, low
many carriages and paivs, with ladies in
them, how many civilian riders weve in the
midst of tho fire at ¢ the Bttlo of Foxhill,"
where, for o fow minutes, tho “roar! was
g great as I romomber ut tho Aima?  Iow
many of those horses becameo seriously res
tive? ILoan only reply.so very few thatl
did not seo one!

Genoral Wilford considers thut though we
may learn to work our guns respectably, and
to fire blank eartridge, yet to firo round shot,
canistor, and shells, and to fix fuzes under
fire, is Leyond us. 1lu this opinon he is
somewhat unfortunate, if what has been
stated in tt 3 United Servico Institution, in
reference to the use of arms, be correct, and
not haviug beon contradicted, it may bo us-
sumed Aas {ruo:—

“ Byerywhere, the Rogulars, the long-con-
tinuous soervice force, are beaton by the Vol.
unteers,”

¢ ‘I'he scientific corps, the Regulars of the
Avrtillery, are beaten by the Voiunteors.”

Asto our not being nblo to receive suffi-
cient instruction, to “fix fuzes under fire
with requisite accuracy and rapidity " ~—why
from tfie nature of the thing, both Regulars
and Volunteers learn in the samo school of
inoffensive target praclice, ntarget witha
return few d'eafer being inadmissible, even
if invented.

As to gentlemen not Lieing likely to put
up with the had work, dirty woik, groom-
ing. and drudgery of campaigning, I think
the General has mistaken the qualities of
somo of these animals. We have heard of
& Q. C. cleaning his boots: but Iknow a
deal more of that, and of gentlemen *¢ learn-
ed in the law ™ doing the dirty work of sol
diers on fatigue, and have laughed heartily
at the story told by onc who crossed the coun-
try, during the recent camping, with a quar
ter of o bullock on his back. Now, ** the gen
tleman ' may not stick to play of the kind
for long, having othier occupations, but heis
the man for work iu the time of necessily.
However, those who ave up to the work may
and will never appear atit, they bemng free
to do asthoy like. Nauy, it so happens we
drive very fairly as it is, we groom the
horses ourselves as weil as are groomed
those which do tho daily wark of tho coun-
try, and we do whitever clse comes in our
way as field artillerymen. What possible
use, then is it for major-generals to tell the
public, from their inaginative theories, that
such and such cannot be done, while others
and myself are witnesses, proof positive, to
those things being done? .,

It is more than probable that officers of
the Royal Arlillery are taught a vast deal
which may be superfluous to mny of them,
they being instructed in everything connect
ed with the service, wiuch is so various in
its details as to be utteily beyond human
capacity. KFor instance— to say nothing of
the manufacturing and scientific branches—
a perfect -knowledge of the 35 ton gunis
hardly & training fo: the htie Abyssimun'
guns, the “steelpens;”’ nor doecs carbino
drill form a dashing. horse artlleryman,
Every man to his branch or cailing is, to my
understanding, tho sounder doctrine; and
1 know nothing so complex in any one
braunch of the ordinary work of artillerymen
that a Volunteer cannot reaaily master.

All wo Volunteers want is & useful style

of gun for the fiold, not so light that it won't
ronge, nor 50 heavy that it is next to impos.
sible to bring up sufficient ammunition, as
would bo the caso with the 40 pounder: and
then to bo loft to ouracknowledged cnergics
and instinets to use il -

As to Volunteers not being able to select
positions for their guns in tho field, or to
atlack ficld worlts, equally might it bo said
thoy are doficient in inventive talent and
powoets of observation ; but who is it that
pushes on the Army, eh?

It is known to mo practically that the
choico of positions for guns follows the same
instinct as prompts o man whoen stalking
tho noble deor, the blackcocls, or humbler
rabbit. Doces General Wilford think us in-
nocent of such things, and that knowledge
of the country is better learnt in the bar.
rack-yard than in tho hunting field? For
many years, as did my father before me, 1
had tho pleasuro of an intimate acquaint.
anco with the Inte Field-Marshal 8ir H. Ross
than whom never was a finer and more ex-
perienced horse artillerymen. On the eve
of going to the Crimea as asecond captain
of horse artillery, I dined with him, and
asked him this question—\What is the con.
nection, when in the presence of the encmy
botweon a captain of horse artillery and his
brigadier? His answer was muchas follows;
“If he gives a definite order, it must be car-
ried out, otherwise thereis your enemy, and
you must deal with him according to your
Jjudgment, and on your o'vn responsibility.”
My belief is that that principle obtained
prior to that pernicious year of changos
and fancies, 1359, when the system of snub.
bing captains of artillery, now so happily
syept away, was first introduced. The
emancipation is also a boon tous of nosmall
moment, as o knowledge of cavalry and in-
fantry pararide movements is now of very se.
condary importance,

At gunnery wo have beaten the * Regu.
lars 3" porsnnally, I wish e had not, but
our sucuess has probably followed a law of
nature, and 1s unvoldable.

I consider Lord Elcho's showing to lLe
cotsect, that 100 Volunteer field-guns could
be kept reasonably efficient for servee at
home for 15,0000. a year—that is, 10,0001,
for horses, and 5,000/ capitation grant, or
at the cost of 73 R. A. field-guns, and that
our guns should be supplementary.

It is extremely annoying being continu
ally forced into apparent collision with somo
of my brother ofticers of a few years back;
but I had no alternative short of quietly per-
mitling theories and erronous imaginations
to tako the place of my practice, and that
is rather too unreasonable for oné who by
character was always independent, and who,
while understanding military matters as
well as most, is practically a civilian.

I am, Sir,
Yours, &e.,
J. D. SuHarusrear, k. p. R. A,
Lt.-Col. commanding
Ist Middlesex Artillery.
Thatched house Club, Sept. 25

Zo the Editor of the Observer Sir:—Any
one specially interested in draught horses
can gather much instruction from the work
on ‘*Moddrn Artillery,” lately published,
by Colonel Owen, Professor of Artillery at
the R. M. Academy, Woolw.ch, from which!
will now quote. .

*Itis generully considered that a horse
moving at the rate of about three miles an
hour can exert a force of 1261b. for eight or
ten hours. If the rate be seven iniles'an
hour, the draught should be reduced to
about 90lb. and be continued for a shorter
time, viz,, five or six hours; and should




