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THE YOUNGEST COLONEL IN THE
SERVICE.
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A MBHORIAL OF ALEXANDER RODERTS DUNN, V.0

{From Goot Words for July.}

Soon after the batile of Balaklava, Lieu-
tenant Dunn sold out, and returned to Eng.
land. e could not remain in the regimeant
with another man unjustly, a3 he thought,
placed over his head, It waa not wibouat
struggle that he gave up his profession and
all the ambitious hopes ke had fondly cher-
Ished in his youth, He had loved his
mother-country, he had fought bravely in
her defonce, and she had treated him with
all the hsrshness and injustico of a step-
mother. He roeturned homse brooding over
his disappoiniment, resolved forenounce for
ever a sorvice in which influence was every-
thing and merit caunted for nothing. Such
wus the view he then fook of tho mattor;
but we cannot avoid thinking he was wrong
to leave the service, We never yet wneb an
officer, young or old, who had nota griey.
aucs, real or in_;a%mury. The older hands
laarn to grin and bear it; the young and in-
oxperienced alone think of givingeverything
up in disgust. Wo have mot scores of offi-
cers who had left theservice early in life be-
cause ithad not answerand their expectations.
Thera was not one of {hem who did not bit-
terly regrot tha step he had taken, and who
would not willingly have made any sacrifico
to be teplacedin hisformer position. And
the sequel will show thot Licutenant Dunn’'s
quarre! with his profession wasonly a lover's
quarrel, soon to be repented of] soon to be
made up,

A life of enforced idlencss soon became
intolerable, and LieutenantDunn leit for the
Rocky Mountains onn hunting expedition,
in company with an officer of his former
regiment. The wild life of the prairie, the
society of the halfcast trui) ers, the ocea-
sional encounters with bostils Indisus, the
buffalo hunt, the midnight bivouac, the
rough fare of the backwoods,—were not
without their atfractions to a man of his
temperamsnt, but still ho was restless and
diggatisfied.  Ho was born a soldier,
and hiz heart was still in his profession.
Wherever he went he carried with him the
longing desire {0 resume the carcer he had
sobrillin{ly begun and ao rashly abandoned.
He carried” this feeling with him to Canads,
when he revisited his native Province
towards the close of 1857;and it gathered
strength from the reception he averywhere
received. The courage he evinced in the
chargd of the sixhundred was not forgotten;
he had shed lustre on his native Province.
The Indian mutiny was still goiugon, and
the troops were being hurried from England
and slsewhere to aid in its suppression.
Why should not Canads raise a regiment to
assist the mother country in the struggle?
The entaerprise was not withoutits difticuitis.
ina colon%owhere men are scarce and the

rice of labour high, Lieut. Dunn was, per-
ps, the only man who could heve under-
taken it with success. His name, tro influ-
encs of his {amily, his military fame, the
oross of valour which the Queen had placed
on his breast with her owna hand, and his
amplo means, entitted him to expect success
where others might have falled, General
Eyre .approved of the proposal, and Lieu-
tenant Dunn entered on his task with en-
thusiaam. It was mainly oming to his offorts
that another regimeni—~the 100k, or Prince
of Wale’s Royal Canadian Regiment- was
sdded {0 tho Brilish army. Several of our
Highbland regiments wera raiged by private
gentlemen ; bul they were raised at a period
sudin a land where men srero abundaut and

labour chesp. They cost little; bub it was
different with the Canadian rofimsnt. Liou.
tenant Dunn slons expended mbny thou-
aands ; and whan his task was comploted he
was gazalted ga junier m.h%or of tharegiment.
Tho appointment met withuniversa] fayour,
Soon after this he was pron.oted {6 the Tiou
tonant coloneley, i conseqr- ica of the
rotirement of Baron de Rotlenburg, who
originally held that appoiniment.  Liguten-
ani-Colanel Dunn thus by & happy conjunc-
tion of circumstances, found himselfin com-
mand of s rogiment when he had barely
completad his twenty-seventh year. -

His youtl, and inexperience had been
adduced as an_excuse for not giving him his
troop. The firmness and judgment with
which he discharged the Quties of a com-
manding officar proved that ke was qualified
for the still higher oflice which he now held.
e was n strict disciplinann, and yat gon-
trived to gain the affections even of those
whom he was compelled to punish, The
story is told of an Irishman, whom he had
sentenced o a week's oxtra drill for some
military offence, excle.immion hiaaring his
sentence, *Shure, Colonel, Lhad rather have
a month’s drill from you than & week from
any one olse.,” Ha was kind and familiar in
his besring to his officers ; but none of them
would ever bava ventured {o take snyliberty
with him. The distinction he had gained at
Balaklava disarmed the envy which might
otherwise have been oxcited by the promo-
tion of one so young; his’ regiment, was

roud of him, and ki was équally proud of
Eia regiment. His great smbition was to
roise it to the highest state of discipline,
and to make it ono of the crack regiments
of the service.

Soon sfter his appointment to themajority
of the 100th regiment, he was presented with
{he sword of General Wolle, This intereat-
ing rolic, so closely nssociated with oneof
the most glorious episodes of Canadian his-
tory, could not have been placed in more
deserving hands than thoze of the youn
Canadian soldier, whose career was destin
to be as brief and almost as brilliant ag that
of itg original possessor. , XL was exhibited in
the Cansdian depariment of the Great Ex-
hibition of 1862, and was examined by thou.
sands with that tender respect which. qvery
thing connected with the young hera,who
fell on the plain~ of Abrabam ought.gver to
oxcite. It was highly valued by ,Coéonal
Dunn, and is now in the possession of his
brother-1a-law, Mr. Thurlow Dowling. | .. |

Colonel Durn dcoomspanied IS regiment,
to England. 1lheir first stafion was Al
dershot, but after some time they Werere.
moved to Gibralter. There xauch .of hig
leisura time was spent in yachting,, of which
he was passionately fond, and on more than
one occasion he had s narrow escape from
drowning. One or two illustrations sy be
given of his generous coursge, his dauntlésy
disposition, and great powers of endurancs,
On one occasion several of his brotiser offi
cers had accom%anied him on doard his
yacht, & favourable breeze sprang up, all
sail was set, and they skimmed  joyfully
aleng before the wind. The yacht leaned
over considerably, so thaf the sea almost
touched the deck. One of the officors, Ca
tain Coulson, hapgened to bend forward,
tho vessel gave a fudded luvéh, ‘}Jx‘eiloa%ilﬁs,
balance and fell overboard. *PutHerdbdiit,)”
he cried, *or1 am lost ¥’ On‘séédiiig his
friend in the water, Colonel Dunn sushed
forward, and was about to leep overbonrd ¢
iry to rescuo him, when the ofher,officers,
knowing ihat he could only lose his own Life
without siding the drowning man, seizsd him
and held hizy down by forco. An'oar

coachman seated on the box,

‘rhnk and fame.

was,
thrown toand seized by the officetin the

water; the yaoht was put sbout, but whey
they rédched the spot ho had disappearsé,
This incidont showva  how generous wers hi
impulses, how littlo store ho sot by his om
life, and how yeady he was to rush tothom
aistanco of others without weighing the con
doquenooes 10 himselfl .

nanothor ovcgsinon hewas caughtinonao!
Luose pudden galos so copmonin the Medi
tarranesan. ere were none on board ths
yacht but himgelf and two or three attend
ants. The gale increased to a hurricane:
every effort wag made to save tho yaohi, but
she at langth became unmanageable, and il
hopoe of safely was given up. Colonel Dunn
fold his men that nothing more could be
domo, and desconded to tho cabin. The
crow remsined ondeck, expecting that every
moment, wouid be theirlast. Atlength, to
their groat joy, a Spanish vessel hoveinsigh:,
thoy ﬁoieted anignal of distress, and theship
kept them in sight till the hurricans hag
Buglcienﬂy aheted to adit of & Loat bein;
lowered. On descending to thecabin they
found Colonae! Dunn sleeping as goundly as
if thers had beon no dangbs, imd loudly ex
pressed thelr surpriso that lte could go te
slscp under such circumsatances. *‘Why
oot was his, snswer; *weo tad doneall
that could bo done.” Itsesmed 13 him per-
fectly natugdl o go to slesp when nothing
slse vemained to bedone.

Tired at times of the monotonous life on
the glowing rock at Gibraltar, he visitad the
opposito consi of Africs, and made his way
into the interior in searchof sport. Such
adventures were nob withous their danger,
a8 the Moors are uxtremely jealous of
strangers, sud ready to attack them if they
think they can do so with impunity,

The next statior: was Malta, Here Colonel
Dunn had the isfortune o Yose his half
brother, an officer in the regiwent, who died
of fever. He nursed him most tenderly
during bis illness, And his letters a¢ thus
period prove that with all his reserve and
soeming coldness, he had & warmaad effec.
tionate heart, Hecaused his brother to be
buried in full uniform. It wasan idea of his
that » goldier, like a monl, should wear in
the grave the garbhe worewn life. Whis
stationed at Malta, he had snother almost
miraculous escape. He had been diningat
Government House, and was driving bome
in his carriage with -his servant, snd his
Part of the
rond lay along the precipitous shoro from

' whick it was separated by a specles of em.

bankment. Tho night was dsrk, and part
of the embankment had been broken down.
The coachman misfoo e way, and the
carrisfa snd horses were ‘ix‘ecipitated over
the cliff; Golonel Dunn; with-some difficulty,
contrived. to reach. theshore ; but the horses
were drowwned and the capriage destroyed.
On this occasion be lost his Yictoria Cross
apd alt his Crimean medals, and had much
difficulty in having themreplaced. Fromsll
that has been said it might be wferrad that
Col. Dunn bore o charmed life—the sequal,
alaa! will show thatthe charm oxtendedonly

.up toa certain point.

On the 20th of Docomber, 1864, Lisuten-
ant- Colonel Dnon was: gazetted as full Col-
onel—the youngest colonel in the Pritish
servico. His active mind and adveaturous

‘spirit soon led him to longfor a larger field
1 6f action than Malis, and he exchanged into

ths 33rd Regimant which was then stationed
at Poons, in the Bombay Presidency. Indis

to] has always been the nursery of military rep-

utations, the fisld where our bravestsoldiers
have. carved.their . svay with their swords to

-f%‘{im. 33rd is. known in the
Bervico aa the Iiiks of; Wellington's Own
Rogin{ing, and the natne may have besnaug



