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eamo depth of convictioo nnd unwearied zeal ho oarried into the
aervioo of Cheist. It waa ho who, divinely guided, oonceived and
execated the stapendous scheme of planting the Gospel at every
etrategio point between Jerusalom, the religions capitat of the
world, and Rome, its politionl centre. 1le was the great shinker
of the church, the ono imperatively neoded to interpret tho saving
significance of the life and death of Jesus she Uhrist, It was his
mission on tho one hand to deliver the church from the yoke of
Judaism, and on tho other to exhibit those fandamental traths con-
oerning tho place of Christ in the universe that were needed to
counteract heathen herosies which, even before his death, wure
threatening the cxistenca of the charch,

Johp, the disciplo whom Jesuns loved, was less flited by instinot
and temperament for the initiativa work done by the other two.
The tender charge committed to him by Jesus on the cross doubt.
leas kept him in Jernealem for many years. If Mary sarvived to

he age of eighty years, John could not have entered on his life.
work much before Peter and ’aul had completed theirs. IHis con.
templative, mystical mind oould not really fiud its appropriate
sphere of action until historical Christianity had become thoroughly
establiched. Iis interpretation of the theanthropioc life of Christ
natarally supplemented tho more outward narratives of the other
ovangelists, since it contemplated this life not so much in its
earthly aspect as in its divine relations and eternal signiticance,
Thas each of the Threo (ireat Apostles was called to do a distinc-
tive work that nouo other conld have done, and all together helped
o continue and complete the work that Christ Himsel! could nos
do except through human agents,

THLIR COMBINED 1MYLUENCE.

Detach from the New Testament writings those which were
compoeed direcily by I'eter, P’aal and John, together with thuse
which wers composed under their influence by their close com.
panions, such as tho writings of Mark, Luke, and tbe unknown
aathor of the Epistle to the Hebrewe, and the residum consiets of
Matthew's Gospel, and tho Llpistles of James and Jude. Ilot out
from our knowledge of the apostolic age the deeds and words of
thess throe, and tho rest is a virtual blank., Without them,
humanly speaking, Christianity would have been strangled in ite
infanoy. Next to the Master whom they served, and whose mission
they continued, their teachings lead to-day the world's highest and
purest religions thooght, and qaicken its spiritual life, This has
been their exalted privilege in every age subsequent $o their own,
and must 60 continae as long as Christisnity remains the soprems
revelation of Gad's love and purposes of grace toward a fallen and
sinfal homanity.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.
Lyssox XML =Gur's Love s tue Girr or Bis Sox.=Dee. 26,
A CHEISTMAS LESSON.
(1 John . g-10.}

Goroxs Text—** God 30 loved the world that he gave his anly
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life." — John 1ii. 16,

InTionreTios — Instead of selecting as vor Christmas lesson the
atory of Chriat's birth, wo havo tho story of the wonderful love of
God the Father in aending Hia Son Jeaus Christ into the world that
men might have lifo in Him.

Varsx uy Vensk 9. In this was manifested the love of God
toward us, becauso that God sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that wo mught live through Him.  John 1ii. 16- Rom. viii.
d2:1Jeknv, 11

11, Herein 1a love, not that we loved tiod, bint that He loved us,
and sent Hin Son to bo the propitiation for ourmins,  (Rom. v. s 101
Tit ni 3.1 Johnu. 2)

11 Beloved if taod eo loved uy, we ought also to love one
another. «Matt avuu 33, .John xv. 12, 12, 1 John su. 160

12, No man hath scen God at any time.  1{ we love onoa  ther
Godd dwelleth in us, and His love 18 perfocted 1n us.  «1.John.v. 20,
John 1. 1~ lJdohnu 5

13, Kerehy wo know that we dwell in Hun, and He 1a us,
becatnse He hath given un of s Spinit.  «John xiv. 200 1 John
w. 4.

13, And we have sten and do toatify that the Father sent the
Non te be the “aviour of the world  «lohn 1 14, 1 John 3, 4, 2,
John it 17

1% W hoaoever 1l confess that Jesus 1 the Son of God, God
dwellethin i, and hewm God  Rom. x. %3 Y.dohn v, 1, 5

16 And wo hiave hrown and hehieved the love that Ged hath to
us. tiod1slove . and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth 1a God,
and God in hum. (1 .John iv. S ;1. 24.)

The aitainment of John's idesl is not easy. If we pause and
look at oar imperfect welves, the ides ol lellowship with a pure
aud holy God seems almoat sacrilegious. But Danl teaches us
that by faith we can lay hold of the promises, and being purified
by the Blood, bo presented spotless belore the throne. \Vith this
joyfal truth in mind, we can sarrender ourselves to tho love which
sought us before we even knew of its existence, and be filled with
the fullnese of the Godhead,

(iod's Christmaas gift | how this conception of it uplifte, and
fills with grand harmonies this festival time of the year! The
angel’s song on the plains of Bethlehem swells on our listening
ears with new and overwhelming meaning: ** Oa earth p-ace,
good.will to men!”

CHRIST:1AN ENDEAVOR.
DAILY READINGS,

Firat Day—God's Love is the Gift of His Sun.—1 Johniv, 12

Second Day—*‘ The only begotten of the Father.”~Johni. 1.1

Third Day—The 1’romise of His Coming. —Isa. ix. 1 7,

Fourth Day—The Story of His Birth.— Luke ii. 1.20,

Fitth Day—God's Great Love for the World. —.John iii. 1-21.

Sixth Day—*¢I came . . . to save the world.” —Joha xii. 44 50.

Praver Meeriva Torie, Dec, 26~ What message did Christinas
bring you?* —Isa. lui. 1-12. (A Christinas song service suggested.)

L
s.

THE COMING OF THE KING.
META K. D, THORNE,

Good tidings! The Savioar is coming to dwell
With men! Hear the glad angels singing.

 (iaod tidinge of joy ! In harmonious swell
The angelio choras comes ringing.

** Penco—peace and good-will from your Saviovr and Lord !
With songs of rejoicing His name be adored !

Long ages have vanished, and yet the refrain
Rings aweetly ugain the glad story—

*Rejoice! Christ the Savionr is coming to reign,
Itlnming the world with liis glory.

The King in bis beauty will dwell among men;
Thioe eyes aball behold Him—He cometh again 1

In hearts where He dwelleth no evil can hide,
No sin and no heart-breaking sorrow,

Bat * peace like a river *’ and love shall abide,
Aund {aith that no troable will borrow.

O King, in thy beauty come reign in my heart,
And bid every image aanlike Thes depart !

Come, Kiog, in thy beauty, my whole being 81!,
To Thee all iny powers 1 surrender ; —

v mind, sounl and spirit, my heart and my will,
Subdae with Thine inflaence tender.

Powersed by Thee wholly, U Christ, Thou shalt sce
The kingdom of heaven begioniny in me.

A PROMISE.
¢ For uoto u3s a Child is bora, uato us a San is given; and the
government shall be upon His shouldera: and His name shall be
called Wonderful, Connsellor, The Mighty God, Tho Everlastiog
Father, The Prinoe of Peace.”"—Isaiah ix 6,

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE.

* On earth peacs and good will.” The first notes of the angelic
strain shonld always be first in our hearts and on onr tongues,
**Glory to God ia the Highest " for He is the Author of all thiogs
and He only is the Anthor of the New Crestion, The Father of the
Son given, the I'rince of Peace, ** Thauks be unto God for His
unspeakable gq1ft."”

Prince ol Pesce, words of promiss> and prophesy, words in-
creasiny in interest every year. liow thrilliog they are to the
thonght{al to.day. Iiver since the carol was heard by the shep-
herds on tha hills of Bethlechem. The eye of faith has bsen look-
ing for peace on earth, long ago it had bten promised under a
Ring, who ahould rule in righteousness, arnd **of whose govern-
ment there should be no end,” now it was thought it had come.
Bat the King sent. the Son giten was not received, le was reo-
jected, killed, rose sgain and went away promising that he wonld
retauro.

Nioeteen handred Christmas dsys have como and gone and yet
the world is not at peace. Nover will roan coase to learn war
sgainet his {ellow while there is war in the heart. Not until the
law is written on their hearts will men be law.abidiog, never will
they bo reconciled to each other nntil they have been reconciled to
God,and this can onlybe accomplished by the preaching of Him
who is ** Oar P'eace.” * Being jastified by faith, we have peace with
Gcd.” These new {orces are all to be hailed as helpfcl tothe geand
result as were the external blessings in the world's condition when
Cbriet was boro.




