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takeîi by lier jîareîîts ta Sidmoulli, a picluresque litie town
on the south coast of Devonî ; -iid wliile there slie lîad lier
first narrow escape froni death. A boy wvlio was sliouîing iu
thie vicinity of WVoollîrook Cottage disclîarged lus guti s0
close ta ane cf the nurscry windows tha. sainîe pilnes of
gl.xss wcrc broken, and several of the sliot passedl witliin ail
inch or two of tlîc baby's liead. Lt %vas only ail accidentî,
ho~wcvcr, and tire reckless yourîg sporlsîîîan shecd copious
tears of contritioni wilîn brouglît before tice Duke, wlîo
lccturcd lîini aîd lIci hu go.

Iiu'r iie did the l)uke îlîiîîk that lus owîi end %vis s0
tîcar ! A few days alter tlîe incident above recorded, on
tlie cveiiing of Jaîîuary Uic i311i, 1320, lic rcîurtled Iloîîî
froni a long walk in tic snow. P'rtdence wvotild have dic-
taled luis rcîîioval ar lus wcî cloîlîiîg, but aîtractcd by tlie
siglit af lus wcec daugliter, lic staycd ta play with lier. 'l'lie
delay was fâted ta brivg hiru ta bis grave, (or tie next day
severe inflammîiation of tic lungs set iii, anîd on tlie 23rd
jalîUary, 1320, lie died. 'l'le grief of thie Duclicss was
îîainfut ta witness, for Ilîcir mlarriage lîad beemu a genuilie
love-match, and il, uas wvell for lier tlîat she lîad ai tliis limîe
the sîauîîclî irieuidship oi Prinice Lcapold, whîo was unre-
iitting in luis attentions ta lus royal sister aîîd nliece.

And riglit riobiy, did tire ])ucless acqiiit liersei iu lier
trying situation. Tirhe child dcstinied tu becomne tie mari-
arch of a greai. empire could lîardly have liad a more con
scicuhlous and laving guardian. For tue forty*one years of
lier long widowliood lier aîîly object in lire secieîd ta bc to
watclî over the carcer oi bbe dauglitcr left in bier charge.
Slîe trained Iliat dauglîîcr in ail tliiugs Iliat were lovely and
of good report, and guided lier lwith loving coutisels until lic
came,

"Weariug the white flower of a blamoelesa fle,
A Prince indeed,

]3oyond ail tilles, and a bousehold namao
flereatter through aIl limes, Aib, n the Goodl."

L.caving tlie sad scelle of lier litisband's uîîtiniely enid ,the Duclîess and lier fanîily ivere lodged in tlie old Palace
ai Kensington. It is not difliculi ta imnaginîe wvliat the dail>'
routine cf lire must. have been ii tlie old court, but the
following outlînc will bc of interest in eîîabhîîîg one ta re-
alize more vividly that lire.

At cight o'clock thie Duclîess and lier faiîily, liaving
paid ibeir morning tribube of praycr ail(d thianksgiving, par-
look together of îlîeir first social mical, Victoria liaviing lier
brcad-and nitik and fruit put on a little table b' bier moilîer's
side. Afier breakfast tic littlc Princcss went for a"n lîour's
walk or drive with bier hal!.sister, Feodora (a dauglîter of
the Duchess by a former marrage) ; then camîe lessons,
froîn tenl ta twclve ; and alter tbat tbcy mighît amuse tlieni-
selves with their toys (Feodora lîad not quile gioivn ont of
dolîs ai that lime) or roîîp about tbraugb tlie suite cf roons
wbicb exteîîded round two sides ai the Palace. Two
o'clock wvas the Duchicss's lunclicon lime, aîîd flhe cluildrca's
dinner bcur ; aîîd our chironicler is careful ta inforni us
tlîat the latter ineal wvas always extremcly plain. Airerr
dinner there wvere more lessons, and dieuî anotlier drive, or
Iperhaps a visit ; and liter still, if the evcning wte finle, tbe
wbolc part>' would sit out on Uli2 lawn under Uic trecs.
Mien, while lier mother dincd, the Princcss Victoria would
take lier supper, wliich, like ,lhe rest ai lier ials, uvas always
laid beside tbe I)ucbess, and cansistcd of tlue sinîplest fire;
and, aller a romp %vith IlBoppy," she wvould join the parly
at dessert, v.'bca she wvuuld probab'lue ni ade miuch of by
the guests. At ie o'clock she would retire to lier bcd,
"4a beautiful fini1e Frenchu bed," wluicb was placed becsiJe
lier niotber's.

The Duchcss made il a special part l ic brainiag of
bier clîild ta inculcate rigid truthfulîîess, and vcry snccess-
fulI>' inîpresscd this highl> inmportanut factor on tue budding
nîind of bier daugliber. An instanice of tue I>rinceib's
truthfulness, and lier aptitude ta take ta tlucsc lesscîus, ay
be quoted. Que morning tic Priincess causcd lier g-iver-
ness sorte anxiety, and was, indeed, refracîory during lier
lessans. Tlîc Duchcss coming la, askcd the govcrîicss,
]3aroness I.ehzen, liow tlie lrincess liad bcllaved. lli
governess rçlilicd, "lOh, once slîc was radlier trotîblesoiine."
I>rincess Victoria geîutly toucbed lier arni, arîd said, "lNo,
Lelizea, (i«. Don't yau remeniberil"

About thîs lime an event bappencd wliich lîad ail im-
portanit bcaring upon the child's future On tlie 511i ai
j anuary, 1827, the Duke oi York, tlîe Prtinces!s's oncle,
was remoied by dcatb. Tiiere was îuow only anc lierîsoli
betwectî bier anid bire Englisu thror'c-blîc Duke of Clarence.
The ]3arouess Lehzen suggestcd that the time had arrivcd

whcui she slîrnld lic slîovii lier place oin flte -A 2alogical
table, for lit t0 this lime, -,0 Nell guardcd hlau she bcen,
Iliat site was quite ignorant of 11w grand future awniting lier.
A gencalogical table was thereupion placed b)etweecn the
leavcs of a boo0k mtich used by the l'rincess. On opening
thc bîook, ,nid observing the additiotial paper, she saîd, I
lies'r saw Iliat before." "I il as nuot thouglit neccssary
you slîould, Prfiucess' rcturned the llaroness. The child
ilad begu lu a remîble, but said quittly, "I 1sie 1 ant necarer
the thrane Ilian 1 tiiougit."'l 'Su it is, i\adati,'' atiswered
thc ]Jaroness. A pause of somne moments ensuced, and thieu
tle I>rincess resumed, Il Now, innny a eliild would boast,
but they don't kntowv tle dilliculty. There is inuch spltndor,
but there is more rceponsibility.'' Ilîc she placed lier
smanll baud i lu dm of lier govcrness, aiîd carnestly uttcred
tlie words whielî commence our narrative- -I I will bc gond 1
1 undcrstarid now why )ou urgcd nie ýo mucli to larui, even
Latin. Mly Atints Augusta enîd Mary never did ; but you
told rie Latin is the foundation of Englisli grainiiar, and
of ail the clegaut expressionis, anid 1 luartned it as yoxi wished
it-hut 1 uiiderstaiîd ail better niow."

't'lie coromiation of IVilliauil tile Fourîli and AXdelaide
took pulace a few wccks later, and tlîe years fullowing were
fll of wild political tumult. ',\Itwliile, dit, future (.Queei1
was prep.îring i're(for lier lîîgli estate, or visitinig various
parts of l*ngland wviîl lier maier. lu the autiui of tic
ycar i1835 tlicy visited Ilicir favourite seaside resort, and
enjoyed tlie last holiday togethur biefore tlie daughitcr was
called upon t0 accepi tlîe cares a.nd obligations of royalty.
On May 2.îtlî, 1837, thc I'rincess reaclîed lier eiglîlccîîh
bittliday, and iccordingly came of agc. 'llie old Kinîg wvas
ait ibis tinit, lyiîîg ili at Windsor, ou a bced froni whieli lie
%vas utever again t0 risc, so lie cotîld nal bc prescrit ait tic
granîd bill wlîicli was given iii lier hionor at St. james's
Palace. As lime wuîî on tlîc Kinîg did tint mend, but
radieur lost strengîli, and o1u til 0oîl Of Julle, i S37, lie
1)asscd away attcnded ta tlîc las 1> bis faitliful conîsort.

*rliih %70UNG ÏOVL'RiIGN.

Thîe tweîîty.firsî o( june l.ad just davied whien lwo dis-
tiuîguishced visitors (the .Arclibishop of Cantcrbury aiid tbc
Lord Chamiberlain) arrived posi hiaste ait îlî old palace ai.
Kensington, the iiîîmalcs of %vhiclî yet slumbercd. rheir
business was of the ulmiost imiportance, arid wvoîîld admit of
l'o dela>', for îlîcy camne to tcll tlw Priîîeess Iliat slîe wvas now
Queen of 1-England. file youîîg maiden canme dowri front
lier chamber, clad in a loase whitîe îîiglîtgown anîd sl.aw, lier
feet in slippers, lier liair falliîîg aruund lier slîuulders. lier
first %vords on lieariîîg tlîe tîdings wrc addressed to tire
Arclibishoip .'I bcg yaur Gracc t0 pray for me ! - rhey
knelt down logetther, and so the iîew reign iliat lias since
b)ecr so nîanifestly blessed of licaven %vas bgun %virl prayer
at tlîe footstool of tlie King of kîngs. To write a letter of
loving synîpathy ta lier bcrcaved aunt, Quediî Adelaide,
svas the îîext îliing. Il was dircîcd as usual ta "1-1er
Majesty the < )uccii." On iî beiîîg gcîîîly suggcsted iliat it
slîould bc direcîed ta Illier 'à\a-jesîy t.he Qucen l)owagcr,"
the girl.Queen answercd, Il 1 ain aware of thal, but 1 will
not ije the first to rcmiind lier of lier alîcrcd position."

As soon as possible the Queen got nway ta lier
mother. ln the course of their conversation she
remarked, Il I can scarcely believe tbat 1 am Queen of
England, but 1 suppose I arn really so, and in timne 1
shaîl becoîîîc accustoîned ta tlie change." At hier own
reques. sire %vas lefr for tiva lours quite alonc, and
then, strengthenled and calm from lier rctireîîîenl, she
came ta ber first council, wvbich had been speedil>'
sumnmonied. Evcry one lias heard Jîov shc cbarmed
that assembly of the foremost men iii the lanîd wvithlier
simple, graceful dignity. Next day %lhe was proclaimed
as usuial <rom tlîe svindosv of St. janies's Palace.

Surrotindcd by the customary pageant r>, Garler
King-at-Aris prodlaimed tie accesNion of Oucen
Alexandrina Victoria to the îlîrone of these realm.

Very soon wvas the yourig Qucen buby rccîving
deputations from various people, t0 express ta lier their
feelings of loyalty and good sviNhcs and the favorable
impression of lier demnti or deepencd. Those who
wvere the neares. ta lier person were the miost str-.ck by
the %terling worth of lier character.

But fully occupied as she must have becn, yet she
wvould let no state or social dtities interfere wvith ber
religious ocs. In the firsi. year ofliher reign, a certain
minister came at a rate hout to WViuid.or coie Saturclay
night. He informed the Queen that hoe had brought
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