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attaclied and faithful Mmee and deacon. iMr.
McLagali w'as boî'n near Dunkeld, Perthshire,
Scothmtrd, inî Fcbruary, 1800. While yet but a
youîîg îîîaii) lie united wvit1î the Coîîgregatioîîal
Churcli at I)utkeld, of which oui- late venerated
father, Rev. Jolin Blackz, was thien the pastor.
For fifteeii years lie adorued the fellowsbip of the
cl)urCh, erin it during miost of the tinte ln the
capacity of detcoiî and Sablath Sclhool teacher.,

i n the vear i1847, lu eCmpany 'vith bhis wife,
tlhree son.; and tliree daugi iters, lie crossed Vue
Atlantic, arrîivîîîg ini Sarîîîa on the 7thi Noveniber.
[ni the saine ship that l)rouglit lîim over, camne
aiso te inother and lrothers. of the lion. Alex.
MeKei,ie, late Premier of the Donminion, anîd at
Quiat tiîne one> of tlie risiîig young motn of Sarnia.
Thiose wvbo were his conipanions in travel liad also
been lus friends and fellow townsmen in the Old
Country. After bis arrivai. at Sarnia, Mr. Me-
Lagan united wvith the Congregational Church,
then under the pastoral care cf the Rev. Mi'. Nail,
and subsequently uîiuistered Vo by the Rev.
Archibald Geikie, the fatiier of the -%vell-kniownl
Dr. Cuiîîitiglant Geikie, author of the "lLife of
Chirist." 0f this chut eh, Mi'. )icLtgan wvas miade
a deacoit aiîd a Sabbatli School teacher. lndeed,
in the earlier history of* the cliurcli and for mniy
years, lie voloutari ly, andi wî thou t rein oner-atioti,
did tIe duties of sexteni, providing the oil for the
cliorcli at bis own expense. For foî'ty yeaî's, and
durrng ail the very tryiîîg vicissitudes of te
churelî's iîistory, MINr.MAcLagan stuck to it to the
hast. Many wavcred, but lie never wvavered. lii
tintes of dillicuity, when lt)aniy Ieft thec durch Vo
join mnore pi'ospei'ous cliurcehes lie neye!' left it.
l)uring tue ilue ycai's tlhat te chuircl w-as practi-
caily defunet, and the cliurch building ci osed, Mr.
1AIcLagan, thîough î'eguiai'ly worsliipping with
other conigî'e.ations, 'vas kinown as a Congrega-
tionalist .aiid "heuNI r. Claris caine to, resuscitate
the cause, lie wvas ote of tuie very few who answered
to the r'oll cal aund a.ssisted ini rallying tesated
forces. By tliat frugal1ity, iindustry and enterprise
whidh is eliaracteristic of luis countrynien, Mi'.
MceLagaii attained to the possession of considerable
pî'operty ',but in an exil iiour, by endorsation for
a near relative wvho faiied iii business, lie losV it
ail. I-lis cotîduct on this Vrying occasion Nvas
niost honorable ;lie scornied to, resoî't te any OIf
those repreluensible iiietliods by which many nmen
seek to save thlen iselveýs firomî poverty. ie fraxikly
gave up ail te lhis creditors, and tluough bis over-
indulgence cost int the fruits of iany years of
toi], lie enîirged froni Vite eloud wvitIî his hoiuer
untarnishied at-dc lis fair' nainie unsullied, but toc
old to bo abîle te retrieve bis scattored foirtunes.
But for tItis disastei', w hicuhappenied while the
new Congregational Cbui'eh in Sarnia wvas build-
ing, that Churcu would have been at least aý

t1otsand dollars less burdened witlî debt thati it
is Vo day.

Mr. McLagan's qualities cf head and lieaî't wCî'C(,
inany anud conspicueous, and ntay he thus epitomized.
Hie was a faithful f riend, a diligent student cf tie
word cf God, an earnest worker in the Churcb cf
Christ, a liberal givel' te te cause of God, and a
mani cf pî'ayer. R-is sympathies were as Catholic
as luis attacinett te luis cwn denomîination vas
siuîcere. Ilo Nvas a nian cf fine Presence, and
blessed witli alinost invariable good Iiealtlî. To
te last, and even afiter death, luis countenaiîcc

retained that ruddy glow of lucalth which is
peculiar Vo these wvit coite froi the Oid Countr'y.
1V pleased oui' Heaveffly iFather Vo give unto lis
iiouoreci servant a very peaceful and coiparatively
painless departuî'e. Prostrated by a very slighît
stroke of paralyses, on the Thursday afteriicon,
hie lay %vithout suffering pain, and able te, recogntize
bis friends, and te axusweî' theji' enquiries unttil
S-abbath nîorning, wv1îeu with scat'ce a sti'uggle
lie quietly fell asleep iii Jesus. A lar-go uuniiei'
cf sympatlîizing friends followed Vhe retitains Vo
their hast resting-phace in Lake Vieiv Ceinetery oit
the foliowing Tuesday aftei'noon.. A good con-
gregation gathered iii VIe Cowgregational Chuî'c
on te morîîing of May the 6th, when the pastet'
made inproveînent of the bereavement, taking for
liis subject tie parting scene beVtveen the prophiets
Elijali andc Elishia, Il 1Kings, ii -9-10. IlAnd it
camne te pass wheîî tiîey were gene over, thtat
Eli.jali said unto Elishia, Ask what I sitaîl do foi'
titee before I be taken fî'oîî thee," etc.

Mr. McILagaîu's wido'v stili survives ini, at t1w
age cf eighty-four, aîîd is cared foi' by two uit-
married daugliters : and singular to say, titis is
the fiî'sV break in'the family circle. The tbiree
sons and three daughters wvhom hie brouglit across
the sen still survive. Three î'einaîn in Sarnia asud
thîree ai-e iu the United States. Will any cf thie
readers cf the 1INDEPENDENT whoxtî tiîis obituaî'y
notice interests, piease remember in prayet' titi
bereaved Church inl Sarnîia, frein whidh anottei'
deacon utas ieft us titis week Vo seek a homne lu
California, thus leavitîg but oue iii tIe office of
the diaconate, aîîd %vit but sitiali niaterial fr'ont
wiih te make anottet' cheice, thougli God is
graciously blessing R7is word and gradually addiing
Vo oui' nuinber. ROBERT K. BLACK.

Sarnia, 9th May, 1888.

RICHARD M. BUR-GESS.

Maty i'eadei's cf the CANADIAN INDEPENDENT

;viii le soî'ry Vo heai' of the death ef Rev. Richard
M. B3urgess, wvho passed away on April lGth, at
te. Pat'soîtage, SoutI Have~n, Michigan, where he,

lad been settled as Pastor oniy about six we.eAs.
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