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At the dayof iPentecost the thousands could not when it is gathered. The character of the church
have.been converted if the thousands had not heard building will influenoe the attendance. This should -
the word. We should jiot be satistied to preach
to a few, if more cati le obtained. A large con
trreiation presents a wider tield for- doing good,
and tisually bas ant inspiring etlèct upon the
speaker.

No mail of suceptibîlîty aiid enthutsiasn Cali
declaini to a srnall audience as lie cati to a larger
oiie. The fire thiathlas uothing to work on will go out.
It is then a good sigui for a man to desire a large
audience, wlien hie lias an important message to
C0o1u1nunicate.

A large congregation cannot ordinari!y lie
secured in siuail populations. whiere people have to
coine together froni long distances. The popula-
t ion înust influence the size of the gathering, other
t1iings being equal. l'opular men usually select
populous districts, iii which to speak. Iu rural
districts the nîost populai' talents cannot gather a
crowd, or secure but a limîted popularity, if con-
fined to sucli a sphere.

Lt is a fact undeîîiable that sonie men have the
faculty of drawing a crowd, sucb as cannot be
brouglit together by -others, speak they ever so
wisely and well. This is a great gift; we shail not
take space to, discuss it now. Very few are gifted
with popularity. A large majority of speakers-
ministers and others, are ordinary men of medi-
ocre ability. There are douhtless several circumi-
stances which may lie sough4t and if combined may
favorably influence congregations.

The flrst of these is the ability of a inîiuister to,
give good instructive sermnons. Every man cannot
l'e popular, but every minister should lie instruc-
tive. Every titan shoulci uuiderstand the subject
on yvhich hie descants; hie should prepare his
sermons and speak intelliZent1y on what lie pro-
fesses to, teachi. People sooni tire of an elaborate
verbosity that leaves thiei nothing that they can
think upon afterward.

A congregation may not kunow inucli of the ruies
of rhetoric, but a congregation likes to gather
where they eau hear natural eloquence. A pre.
cise diction, a distinct utterance, sufficiently loud
to lie heard without effort an earnest delivery by
one wvho honestly aitts to persuade thein to that
which he believes is for their good. Sucli speaking
will gather. some, and usually hold a congregation

be in keeping with the surrouudings of the- con-
gregation and the people it is expected to gather

'ii. Not too fine for the nieighborhood, and
certaiuly it should not he too plain and honwely.
jA church building should coînrmnd respect, and
-Ghe order of thie service should be suchi as induces
reverence. It is useless for au ordiniary niixîistor
to expect to, build up a congregation iii an tiii
sightly bouse, uncoinfortable, hadly -%'entilated and
heated. There are so, înany excuses found for
keeping away. Again, in ahznost ahl smnall towîis,
and somte-cities, the location of a churchi will very
mucli influence the attendance. 8omue chiurclies
are set toc, far away froni the people it is <esired
to gather. People will often go long distances in
large cities, where the approaclies are good iii
winter and sunhmier, to a popular speaker; but in
smaller places people will not go ilito back streets
over snowy sidewalks to, listen to an ordiinary mîan.
WVorosip, which should lie the chief objeet, is un-

fortunately a secondary consideration. It is,
IlWhat are we goinýg to, hear?'" A man, however,
that is a pleasant speaker, thougli of ordinavy
abulity, mnay get a good congregation if lie hias his
church inl a good locality ; on a long street or
thoroughfare, or very near to, oune, or on a promi-
nent corner, withi the advantage of two streets.
People like to go iii the direction of the crowd and
without strong attachnîents or attractions they
jwill flot care to, go into a little back street, lane or
alley, or out of the region of population iii a town
or village. A cougregation niày be increased by
pleasant exercises. Good music and singing of a
popular kind will lie sure to, influence soute. k1t is
however a inistakre to, depend too niuchi on choral
services to, the inegleet of othèr things.

A lively, earnest *working churcli wilh'-oîîiiuoly
do unucli to increase a congregation, especially if
they are flot ashamed to say "coine with us " to
those who are careles as to witere, they g o, or
whether they go anywhere or- not. Anniiouingit
or advertising the subject of discourse inay somne-
timues help to get a congregation ; but wilh soon
fail to, attract if after snch advertiseinenit nothiug
special lie forthcorning. WMen a subjeet lias a
special anniotinceiuuent there should lie boznethinig of
special interest given. It is uîot, however, in the


