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POSTAL INSURANCE.

S mm——

A REGISTERED LETTER should bo in the samo position ns
a personal. delivery, and the aim of the postal anthoritics
who iugtituted it, was to attain this actual effect. The
prevailing form of registration howover, does not carry
out this intention, and we havo constantly before us the
fact that clerks are tempted to thefts by the unsafo
transmission of money in ordinary lotters. Tho assur-
ance of the carriage of contents would reduce to a
minimum the present practice of onclosing valuablos,
coin, or paper currency in an unregistered oenvelopo.
How many Post Office’s have been the scenes of theft
prompted hy the readiness of taking aud the almost
complote security from detection? We intrust to thocare
of young men on small saliries the handling of sums
almost absolutely under their control, which yet amount
in.tho.course of some days to the total of what would
pass through the hands of a confidential clork in a com-
mercial house. When onc of thesec men or boys yiclds
to the temptation placed bofore him we cither condone Iv's
act out of regard to his innocent relatives, or we, as a
governmeut, imprison him and us a people wo pay the
cost of his stay in prison. Would a systom of insurance
not be better? Would a cartitude of the delivery of the
actual parccl—intact just as reccived by the p.-tal
authorities—not save much of misery, temptation, and of
loss ? Yes! mnay besaid in reply. This is already done
in-the Danish West Indies where the Government issues
a regist.~tion envelope covaring all these conditions and
the sonder is informed by n riirn slip when his remit-
tance has reached its destination. and that (what is
mattor of interest to the Post Office) each letter has
passed along untawmgpered with on the postal route.
When we consider how much depends on the honesty of
Post Ofticials and how much of the corruptiva in public
offices is derived from the loose mauner of conducting
public business we cannot fail to sece an opening of
promise 1. the postal carriage of valuables on the plan
adopted in the Danish West Indies if it should. as 1t
easily,conld, be generally adopted.

In this comnection the L.ndon, G. B., Dnsurance
Ageat of September ultimo cays:—* If Mr. Fawcety
decides to carry out an insurance schome which he has had
under constderation for sometime, increased fucilities will
be given for the transmissiun of money through the post.
Under tho new scheme the public will bo enabled to send
money between piaces in the United Kingdom with
absolute immunity from loss, and with practica!ly as little
trouble to themselves as is now involved in the making
up.and posting of a registered letter.”

Of course the carrying out of the proposed plan
would necessitate the receiving and official counting or
otherwise verifying the money or other valuable contents
of the letter or package which is to be insured, but the
postage or premium which would be cherged would bLear |
a per centum relation to their value. This would
probably mvolve somo extra clerical labor, but the moat
ordinary ingenwity will devise_appropriate blank forms to
be .used, and which wight, indeed, be so printed on the
envelope as would reduce the labor to a minimum.
The guin to the public in convenience and socurity would,

far outweigh any such consideration, bosides effocting,
it is probablo, a positive saving to tho Dopartment in thy
expense “tracing” valuable leiters and, at any rate,
muckincreasing its officioncy nnd public confidenoe in it.
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OUR SUBSCRIPTION RATE.

CorLecToRs of postage stamps may think at first that an
annual subscription of 81 for a quarterly journal, complete
in each numbor, is excessive. On cousideration, however
they will perceive that the extra cost to them for the nec-
essary suploments, issuod by the publishers of Metrupoli-
tan journals incidenthlly dealing with other subject would
far exceed the price of & promplly-issued poriodical devot-
ed solely to disseminating iuformation crncerning thicir
own specialty.
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COLLECTING LET!ERS.

Wz think that the prevaling meihiod of collecting letters
from the strect boxes,can be greatly improved by the
adloption of  very simple devisa.

he objection to the present method of heving collect-
ors go to the boxes, open them and remove them by hand
is that legters may be, and often are, wat when taken out
during astorm. There is also arisk that the collector may
drop some, may leave somo in the box or that the
wind way blow one or more away.

The remedy that we proposo is to have duplicate light
canvas bags made for each bux. Each bag will be furnish-
ed with handles for carrying it, a slit with a dropping
slide correspouding to the slit in the box, and an antom-
atic attachment holding the wo slits togothar. The bags
will be locked by the officials in the Post-Office, before
they are taken out by the collectors. Thay will be of
such a siza as just to well fiv the rospective boxes. “I'he
collector in going his rounds will open the box, remove the
bag that is thercin and substitute an empty one. Thus
the collector will not directly handle any latters, and
there will be the additionul udvantige, that there will boa
check on tie collector that will prove whether or not he
has visited every Lox in his district.

We will make oncother suggestion in this connection,
and that is that, on receiving the empty bags at the
Post-Office, each coiector be furnishiod witk a card for
each box that hie has to visit, which card will bear z0n:e
inscription such as the following: ¢ This box willibe
emptied at — o’clock of Jotters for the mail for
closiug at the G. P. O, at — o'clock.” The cards wilt
be put into a slide previded in the frout of the bex, pro-
tected by a paus of thick glass so as to resist any chanee
of its being accidently or maliciously brokeun. Of course
at each visit the collector romoves one card and replaoes it
by asother. The advantage of this device is that 2 person
going to deposit a letter in any box to catch a certain
mai, vaii know if the box has been recontly eurptied. so
that his letter will have to bo takon to the G, P. O, or
whether it will be in time if then dropped-into the box..
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