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e e TR IXERTRORNCS Y. VETDEETISMUSEST S . . e e
Labits into a life of ¢rime, This is not the only case
to which we could point as evidence of the truth of
the words i which Shakespeare declares that, the
sight of all-deeds, the vivid presentation of them
the mind, inspires the doing of ill-deeds, and ot the
wisdom of Cowper’s hnes in which he declares that,
familiarity with vice breeds indifference to its guilt,
which develops into a vicious love of evil.  In recent
vears the stage has become degraded by holding the
mirror up to nature chiefly by representations of
crimes of violence  Qur streets are placarded  with
huge pictures villainously  drawn and  colored  de-
peting wurders, attempts at murder, and other re-
volting displays of the coarsest forms of mhuman
violence,  So debased has become the taste of a cer-
tain class of theatre goers that, were the Nulty, or the
Guldenseppe  tragedy enacted in all its horrors on
a stage, the scene woukd be intensely popular. The
pictures of such crimes in newspapers tends towards
the clevation of murderers into popular heroes, amd
blunts the sensibilities of the people to the huirible
nature of such deeds  The Stage and the Press hase
a hypuotic power, they suggest the doing of what
they depict. Coleridge and Richter, both of whom
were masters of the inner mysterions movements of
the human nund and spirit, refer to the sensitiveness
of man to waves of influence of this outside nature,
which indeed is the conscious experience of all pes-
sons who reflect upon their own actions.  Vaiolence
now-a-days is made altogether  too  familiar Oy
scenic placards, stage scenes and newspaper pictures,
Another vitiating influence is the glorification  of
brute force by making prize fighters into popular
heroes.  Those men are simply persons who for a
money  pavment do their best to smash the  face,
break the ribs, paralvze the heast, rupture the blowd
vessels, break the jaw, or otherwise mjure another
person. Violence is their trade, and all who directly
or indirectly encourage its pursuit, encourage a love
of violence, and help to make deeds of violence and
brutality so familiar as to loose all repulsiveness. As
te the murders for msurance money, we believe they
are only one phase of the effects of such influences
as suggest murder by familiarity with violence, in-
fluences which brutalize those who  suifer  them-
selves to be subjected to their debasement. Just as
the performances of “Jack Sheppard™  created  an
cpidemic of house-breaking, so is it reasonable  to
beleve that the perpetual presentation of scenie and
pictorial displavs of violent crimes has done much
10 engender  the epidemic  of murder which  has
broken out on this continent,
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NEW YORK INSURANCE BROKERS AND
COMPANIES.

I reference to the matters, respecting whuch the
New York Roard of Insurance Brokers and the Taruf
Association have been negotiating, the  former body
s unanimously resolved. that the following obliga-
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tions. as summarized by The Insurance Prr._s:, \\:111
be undertaken by brokers in return for certain pro
posed cuncessions.

(1) Not to aceept or receive any commission x‘)r
other consideration directly or puhr'cctl?' fr0}n {.u’z
company, mdividual or association w kxceh‘it?cml.l?'
per cent. of the premiums on risks not spcgt ‘rc'-
rated,  (2) An equally strong agreement not to “
ceive on rated risks more than 12 1-2 pm:‘“l*“'dir-
the premiums.  (3) Not to divide comm;suons ir-
cetly oF mdireetly with the insured for the 'Pmll)) ¢
of obtaining or retaining Metropolitan D}bt“‘ct- l‘l:\.
mess. (40 Not to employ solicitors u.n\.ess‘t ey are
paid a fixed salary: the names of solicitors so vix y
ployed to be filed with the manager ot the _Boar‘( U
Brokers. (3) Settlements of promiums witl cont-
panies to be made within forty days after the c:f;;:rtl-
tion of the month in which the insurance talfcs ‘f.t L;.(:
except in certain cases. 6) The trustc'es o] t }L'
Brokers' Board, by a majority vote, may ..:u'n lorl.:u.
the issuing of a “lmited broker’s certificate” at ‘a‘u{.
not exceeding §5 per year: limited brokers m'\\p >\3 -
wcat and place fire nsurance on {private dv g,l s,
their contents, flats, apartment-houses and similar
rishs. they may receive 23 per_cent. commission there-
on. but no other compensation }Vhatsocvcg; fimitad
broker's certificates shall not be issued until the ap-
plicant has agreed in writing not to rebate to lh}:
msured, nor to accept a salary in lieu of commissions:
cuch certificates may be revoked for violations of
any of the conditions imposed upon limited brokers;
Lmited Drokers shall have no rights in the board, nor
to amy of its assets.

The companies, on their part, by the draft of the
agreement to which the committee appointed by the
Tarfl Association has given its assent, agree:

(1) That after a date to be fixed they will not pay
comm.ssions on Metropolitan District risks to persons
not members of, or vouched for, by the New York
Board of Insurance Brokers; nor will they pay to
brokers. or limited brokers, higher commissions than
those above mentioned; it is understood, however,
that the companies may cffect reinsurances amonyg
themselves  provided the commissions 2llowed are
not in eacess of the commissions stipulated.  (2)
Minimum rates on dwellings, flat houses, ete. (cun
stituting what shall be known as the Preferred Class)
shall be promulgated by the Tariff Association. These
risks are not now rated. (3) That on and after a
date to be fixed, in consideration of the low loss ratio
and the reduced conflagration hazard in the Metro-
politan District, the Tarff Association shall make o
reduction on all tariff-rated risks, other than the pre-
ferred class, of 10 per cent.: but this reduction shalt
not apply to policies attaching prior to said date.
i) Charges of violations against brokers shall be
heard and disposed of by the Brokers’ Board; charges
against companies shall be heard and disposed of hy
tive Tariff Assocation. (5) Branch offices shall be
regulated on a basis, governed by the requirements
of territory, on a plan satisfactory to all parties in
mterest.
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Assessmentism, says the [ntestigator, exists
chiefly beeause deep down in the hearts of many men
there is implanted the desire of obtaining something
for nothing. Tor these men cheap insurance exists,
and is suffered as a fitting punishment,



