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_SELEGYIED MAT'TER.

IF OUR OLD CLOCK COULD SPEAK.

îsnît a scrUrnptious lhing 10 sec-
Itsrallier short 0' paint-

Ils brows wili always wvrink1ed bc-
S Its tick is growing faint:

Tlme circulations noways good-

it sonîe'î orer titan it should
Fo'rgits the lime o& day:

'Twill stop and try 10 recolleet
1:or somethin' like a week,

For thcr'd be miusic, 1 suspect.
e *Ur ol' dlock could speak.

In rain or shitie, through pence an* wvar,
It*s sîill been. as appears,

A tiiember of our family for
Somne five and fifîy years.

llVs stood right theie, thiaugh tbickand tibm,
An' tep' track of lte sun.

An' rakcd its owti opinions in
'Bout wvhat we mortals done;

It's hied good wvatch o' young ant' old
(An' lcoked so mild and nieek 1)

Some anecdotes ther' would be told,
if our ol' dlock could speak.

It's siood aroun' aI cvery meal,
Mfid clash o' plate an' cup.

An' heard us our id's reveal,
An' size the neiglibors up:

le's traced our little bicl<erin's. to0.
An' semed to sympathize,

A squintin' softly at us throughi
Thei solen key-hole eyes ;

lt's uunpirezd otany a lively game
0' social hide.an'-seck :

"rwould score a nu mber o' the samé,
Proviciin' it could speak!

How aur folks drove ta town one day,
An' lefr us ciltrun frec

\Vith self.protedîin* titis to play,
"1But let the ol'cdock be*

An' thaugh we young 'uns (neyer stilil
Hadn't tthoti.ht o ihat before,

%Ve naw couidn*t let it 'lotie, until
It crashed down on the floor I

NVe treiblin' set it ul) again,
HaIf.runnin', wiîh a squeak;

'Twas lucky for Our jackets then.
The critter couldti't speak!

1-iow o' folks wetit ta church otie nighit.
An' left us al-sly elves-

If we'd coitduct there-good an' right-
A meeuin' by "lurselices;

But tighbor gals an'~ boys in tcens
WVaiked in- an' first we knew.

WVe feli 10 playin'l "Cals, peas, bcans,"
",Snap up au' catch 'ena" too ;

WVe scattered wlieti, by good ear'Iuck
Site heard the big gale creak ;

The ol' clock frowned an' ticked an' sîruclr,
13lat couldn't mnake out tu sjeak!

Ali ie! the facts 'twould justlekt tly,
Suppose il had the power I

Of courtin' chaps, when on the sly,
'I'Iey turned il back nu hour

0f te'-.od n cder )el,
'l'lie bride's last virg'in grace:

0f fun*rals-wliere it peeped to get
A good luok nt the face ;

Il knnws the inside.out o' folk-
Au' nature's tecry freak;-

l'd mrite a book< if 1 could coax
Tihat wisc OP clock to speak.

Stili straighit as any gun il stan's
Ag'n the kitchen waIl;

An' slowly waves ils solemii han's
outlivin' Of us al

1 venerate sorte clocks l'ee scen,
As e'en a'most sublime :

*rhey form revolvin' link<s between
iSlernity an' time,

An' wlien you corne to take lthe pains
To strike a dreamy strealk,

The figu~rative fact remiains
Tîtat ail the clocks cati speait.

- IVil! Carleton, i Ilome 7ournea.

SAVED BY A DIAMOND RING.

SONCE noticed dur.
ing dinner at a

village inn a stranger
who, as is the habit of
sorne widowers, wore a
wedding ring, vhich had
presumably becen bis
wife's, and over it an-
other ring of-the kind

* usually worn by ladies,
in wbichi were set thirc
very bandsornc brul
liants. After dinner tho-

- conversation took a turn
in the direction. of pre-
cious stones, and one of
the guests said some.
thing about the difficuity
of distinguishing. in the

absence of tests, a truc stone fromn a well executed imitation.
He took frotn bis waistcoat pocket an imitation diatnond,ivhicli
I ccrtainiy should have pronounced genuine. F-or the purpose
of comparison, 'Mr. Fitzpatrick.(for that, as 1 aftcrward learned,
was the widower's name) slipped from bis finger the ring which
I have just inentioned, and after it had been exarnined and
replaced, said :

"Th'lere is a curions story connected with that ring; I
daresay you-have heard it ?"

Il 1ve heard soniething about it," said the uther, Il but I
don't. knosv the particulars, and 1 think they %vould interest the
coin pany."

Il Wel, tlien," said ?',tr. Fitzpatrick, Il I mnay as wveli tell it
if you carc to hecar it. The story begins and ends a long Urne
ago. It is forty years this mionth since 1 hccamne engaged t0


