
y-cars befure thie Christian Srra. It was gteatly izn-
proved 1w '[hales, the Milesiatn, Nvhose reputation for
astr(fonjcal kiowled.,e %vas raiscd to the highest
pitcli, by. foretelling an eelhpse, the arrivai of which
%vas aittended wivt h mnjuoiable ci rcumstances. Espe-
cial!y was the astronomy of the G*reeks irnproved and
fcnriched by the discovei'ies of Pythagoras. This ce-,
Iubrated astronorner and mathematician, is believed to
have berii borat iii the islaiidl of Samos, and to have
floui'ished about five hiund red yezirs before Christ. In
fi!arcli of kiiîowledgc, lie, it is said, travelled into E-
gypt, tlun celebrated for the stiidy of the sciences,

hrelie becatrie acquainted withi geography, and
the truc solar systrni, and1 madle himsclf master of the
several Ibranee of lcaring, for which that country
w'as so fains ainong the nations of ant.iquity. Incited
bv auî insatiable thirst for knowvledge, he, we are told,.
aierw ards visited Persia, Çhaldea, and other parts of
Asiýa, as fix as India, whiere lie conversed with the-

Uy mîosphitsand, fror-n thein, acquired the know-
t(dg,,e of the phitoso'phy and literature of the east.
LThis gata piuloer tatrght that the (-.. ch wvas of a
spherical or round( figure ; that Mie moon reflectedI the
rays ot the suin; and that the coinets are wandering
Ëtars, dis'appearing mi the superior part; of -their orbits,
Ulit becôxirîgio vis ible wily ini the 10wer. 1lie is said
DlSO to liave exhilbited the oblique course of the suri in
die ccliptic ; and to, h'4ye fîrst tatight'tha,-tt the planet
'Venus is both the eveingf and( the rnorninct star. But,
rational and philosophical, as thie theory of Pythagoras
ývas, it was nIversally reprobated, and speedily con-
siguted to a state of oblivion.

Concerning the structure of the universe, the an-
cients, ini general, entertained the rnost erroncolùs
-ifi as. Thic l>toernaic systeni almost universally pre,
iatiled. iaitthieearth is an cxte.n(led pla-ýin, surround--
vUd by Uic oceail ; that the Sun, the moon, ai-id the staes,

are~îal lrnncu b'hsatno great distance fionw
t1ticca rt 1 , ai ic crea ted solely foi, the purpose of' Illu min at-
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