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rare endowments of natare, prostituted their !

talents to low ar:l worthless themes, lubone- :

fng to decarae vice with the charms of poet-
ry.or to reeommend a bad cause by the pers
suasions of a subtle and artful eloquence.
Even whern the authors were good men, who
wers animated by the viruous and benevo-
lent purpose of promoting the benefit and im-

vrovement of mankind, as they were still open

to error and mistakes, their authority eannot
beimplieitly followed. nor their judgment re-
lied on asan ample and sufficient ground for
wur confidence aud belief.  But the author of
the Seriptares was not a man, who, however
wise and well-inforined, was liable 1o err, and,
hawever benevolent, mii

“to John in the isle of Parmos.
ght undesignedly mis- |

lead ; but Ie was God, who, as He hav seen’
and known all things from the beginning,

must be intimately acquainted with all traun

and who, acting ever under the guidance of

the purest benevolence, and the most unerr-
ing wisdom, can never deceive in any of His
statements. It is true, that thoxe through
whose immediate fnstrumentality the Serip-

tures were written and given to the word,

were though wood, vet imperfeet and fullible

men: but they were not left to foliow the

either in the choice of the matter tney intro-
duced, or in the expressions with which they
clothed jt. Al Scripture was given by inspir-
ations and = propheay” says Peter, © came
not in old thme by tire witl of man, but holy
wen of Gold snake as they were moved by (he
Holv Ghost.”  In this view,—the divinely
furnished gualifications of its penmen.—:he
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this value is greatly increased wheu associat-
ed with the cirenmstances of their venerable
antiquity.  The whole volume of the Scrip.
tures was not given to the Chureh at cnce in
that complete form in which it is our great
privilege to enjoy it.  God spuke at sundry
times, as well as in divers portions, uuto the
fathers by the prophets; and although the
Seriptures maintain throughout the same tone
and reveal the same scheme of salvation, vet
a period of not less than sixteen hundred
vears intervened between the time that God
first spaice by Moses, and the Spirit conclui-
el the saered volume by the revelations made
Very few
hooks are now extant which wre as old even
as the New Testament j—the greater portisn
of the works of the learned in classical antiq-

cuity having long since fallen a prey o the

wasting hand of time, and the memory, as weil
as the names of their authors, being lost in the
gulfof oblivion.  But if we go to the earlier

part of the Bible, there is no book so old, hy

sseveral bundred vears as the historieal writ-
“ingw of Moses or the book of Jub,

Nor does
this great age, which gives an antiquated air

- to all things elre, in tne least ilagree detrase
guilanes ol their own independeat judgment, -

Seriptuces possess a marked and exelasive su- !

periority to all otiter books; and tnen the
watter they contain is no less transcendent
in importance, as it relates not to any ephe-
meral subjects, but such as ave of lasting and
universal 1nterest to men,—the concerns of
the soul, and an eternal world ; they inform
us of our original destiny, and insiruct us in
the art of living well, and dying happily, In
the perusal of other books, we must proceed
with eaution, and exercise our faculties, not
only to aseertain the meaning, but 0 judge

of the truth and rectitude of the author’s sen- |

tments. But we can open the Seriptures
with uunhesitating confidence, and read their
contents with a fuil and certain persuasion,
boti of the high importance, and the infalii-
blecertainty of every narrative they give, every
doctrine they teach, and every precept they
inculeate. It is God that speaks to usin this
book ; and though pages written in the lan-
guage, and traced by the pen of frail mortuls
I'ke ourselves, it befrs the Divine impress,
and carries a Divine authority, as plainly as
if the words were heard pronouncd from the
rone of heaven.

Moreover, the Scriptures are valudble not
only from their being the best, but also the
oldest hook in tke world. The inuwinsic in-
terest and importancs of their contents is, of
course, what shouid most stamp thzm. Bat

trom the characie., or lessen the value of the
Seriptures.  Iis Divine authority is the same
as ever, ts communications are as important
and a8 necessary to ba bzlioved, as tirey were
by the people who were fiost delighted and
honoured by the precious boon.  And, more-
over. e belief of them is equaliy caleniate.l
to ealignten the understanlings. to comfort
the hearts, and to regnlute the lives of men.
Oua all these aceounts, the sacred volume is
entitied to a pre-eminent place in the estima-
tion of Ciwvistians.  And it we are aceustom-
ed 1o prize as w great and precious curiosity,
a book which dates back a few hundred vears
only, much more should we set a high value
o tae book which possesses the exclusive ho-

- nowr of being the vldest in the world, especi-

ally when, in other respects, the cternal mag-
nitude and interest of its discoveries stamp
it as an incomparable treasure.

1 proceed to remark, in the second pluce,
that the comparison made in the text indicates
the high measure of value to be set upon the
Seriptures: “ More to be desired than gold,
vea, than much fine gold I”  'Lhe object here
brought into comparisou with the Scriptures
is gold, which, more than anything else, has
been ever held in the highest estimation
amongst men. It is the most precions of
metals; and, moreover, is distinguished by
various properties, which give it a superiority
to ail other substances in nature. Jts colour
is of a dazzling brightness, and exhibits so
splendid and rich an appearance, that it is al-
ways applied to give the finishing polish to
whatever is desigued to be grand or sumptu-
ous,—used by women for ornamen's to the
hands and the head ; for a chain to the neck
of a ruler ; for a crown to the brow of a king;
as well as enlistad ia a variety of ways to gild




