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A ttachmelst anid abolition of Imprigcnment for Debt
Act, 37 Vie., o. 7, andl8 Vic., C. 4, sec. 1-Whether
attaehaoent can jesue on contracts maode or eaue
of acetion arieing be/oie Pa8silig of .4t 87 Vie., c.- 7.-

(June, 1875.>
An attachment carnot be issiied upon a conu

tract made before the passing of the Attaclîment
and Abolition of Imprisonnient for Debt Act
37 Vie., c. 7, ou the Sth Apri], 18Si4.

It is a general rul that a statute sha]l nlot bec
s0 construefl as ta operate retrospectively, unless
it is expressly made applicable to past transac-i
tions, or the words can have no0 meaniing unless
such a construction is adopted. -Smnith et ael. v.

Bukp. 10

In8olvent A4ct of 1869, section 67- Wages-Privilege
-Where servat Oloutves employoeent of in.oovent
be/ore a8,,gýneîit.

(June, 185.)

A servant who left bis master's employ three
months before the assignmdent of the latter,
under the Insolvent Act of 1869, is flot entitled
to Uc privileged under section 67 of the Act,
even thongh hie was ohliged to leave the employ
ber.anse he conld flot get his pay.-Ee part e
Trilliarn Napier ; In re Case, p. 134.

Repleen-Ceoim 0/ property- Whether second writ can,
be issued a/ter inding of sherif s jury iin favouri
cf claimnat-Where property in custody cf law-

(June, 1876.)

Where, in a declaration of replevin, plaintiff
alleged that defciidant took and unjustly de-
tained plaintitrs property, it is no answcr for
defendant ta plead that the goods wcre in pas-
sesston of C., and that defendant toak them
under an execution against hlmn; or under an
ataéchment issued under the Inisolvent Acýt-
sucb a plea neither traversing nor confessing and
avoidiug the plaintifl"s allegation.

When defendant in replevin wiskes ta raise
the question that the property replieved was in1
custody of the law and therefore not replievable,
le should appiy ta set aside the writ, instead of
pleading it as a defence.

Semble, that the finding of a jnry under a
writ de prop. prob. in favour of thc claimant, is
flot conclusive, and plaintiff nay issue ecn
writ.

It is don btfnl if a plaintiff can reply ta, defeu-
dant's pleas, and afterwards deinur to bath the
pleas and rejoinders.

Where plaintiff inserted six counits in a de-
claration in replevin for the samne property, na
costs wcre a]lowed exdept for anc count.-Har-
riinqton v. Girouard, p. 151.

ENGLISH REPORTS.

COURT 0F QUEEN'S DIENCH.

(Before Blackburn, Quain and Archibald, J.J.)

Tiiîr QUEEN V. PLIMSOLL.

Libel Criminal itkformatioin-The general prioeipleg
as to whe)t criainal inforinatoae for libels- shcolid
be granted-,Relator oeeupying a publie pogition-
Stateoentg moade without mealiee but beyond limits
o//air eritieiom.

IThe 2'iioe8, June 16, 1&78.]
In this case a ruie nisn was obtained by Mm.

Nomwoad, M. P., far a crinîinal information
against 2Nlr. Plinisoli, NI.P., for a lihel contained
in his well.known baok " Our Seamen."

Mr. Namwood w-as Member of Parliamnent for
Hull and a large ship-owner. The snbstance of
the alleged libel was elontained iii passages of
Mr. PliimsolI's ivork, which charged that certain

ship-owners were ia the habit of dangeronsly
averloading their vessels, and atherwise negleet-
ing to provide for the safety of the seanien cm-
ployed by thein ; that their fortunes were largely
increased by thase practices ; and that havîng a
personal interest i,, their continnance, they
managed ta get some of their nuinber lato Par.
lianment, who, ini furtherance of their own selfish
aims, continually apposed the measures which
might Uc intmadnced witb a view of abating the
cr11 complained of. Mr. Nomwood, la bis ride,
aaserted that sevemal of the-se passages refcrred ta
hîn, and especîally complained of statements
ruade by Mr. Plimsoll witb mefemence ta a
stcam8hîp of his (Mr. Nomwood's), called the
Livonia. This vessel, Mr. Plimsoll allegcd, was
sent ta the Baltic with a cargo of mailroad iran,
five weeks aftcr another ship-owner lad de-
clined ta take the saine cargo, on thc ground
that the lateneas of thc season rendered the trip
ai, exceedingly dangErous anc. It was further
chamged that the slip was loaded with flearly
1,61.0 tons, though sIc iras only 872 register,
and that bcing what is callcd a spam.decked ves-
sel, ln which case thc main deck should have
been aven twa feet above thc water-line-it was
two fet ten luches below that level. Aftcn
nîaking these statenients, Mr. Plinisoll made
the follawing comment: 1'And this vessel so
loaded was sent off ta the Baltic in Novemben,
or five w'eeks laten than the saine freiglit lad
been refused by Mr. James Hall, af Newcastle-
upon-Tyne, on the gronind that it was toco late
in thc season ta send a ship withont imminient
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