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BEAR MR. SCOTT -On1 seveital occasions 1
-have had to wvrite whcn tIse outlook ývas

anything but encouraging, and, therefore, it is
ail the more gratifying to me to be able te write
that there arc evident bigns of progress i every
line. The number of patients attonding the dis-
pensaries is larger than. ever before, aîîd the
number of those wvilling to undergo surgical
operations is steadily on the inecas 'e.

During the last month the doctors at Chu
Wang pcrformed thrce very dilffcult major
operations wvith good success in cach case. Ti
this is seen the wisdoin of liaving two physicians
at one station, as operations oan ho undertaken
tisat one doctor alone, at the present 'stage in
our work, would not think of attempting.

A4t.Hsin Chérn we have had as many as twenty-
lire operations la the wiek, mostly on the eye,
and ive have lîad the pleasure of seeing quête a
number who have beeni blind for years go away
rejoicing in that they were able to ivalk arounid
alorie and soc to do tlîeirw~ork.

But we long te sýec more of thein rejoice be-
cause Jesus, the Liglit of the wverld, hag shone
into their darkc hearts. We thank God for what
lie lias already donc in malci'g the healing of the
body a means of blessin- to flot a few patients
and.their friends. The spirit of eniquiry amiong
the patients svas nover se manifest as lately, and
amnong thoso who listen to the preaohing of the
Gospel, a larger nuniber than usual listen with
some degree of intorest.

A lîttie over a year ago, a man froin a village
some 20 miles away camne to tIse dispensary u ith
a blind man, and remained a few days asîd lît.
ened to the Gospel. Very littie could be done
for the blind man, but le took quite an interest
in what hoe heard of the new% doctrine.

On different occasions this saine man brouglit
otîser patients,.and at Iasthle acknowledged hinm.
self as an enquirer. Othiers in the village becainie
interested, and soon a littie oomparsy met re.
guiarly to study the Seriptures and to pray,
Persecution arose, but thcy kept on> and soon
othersjoined thorn.

About tivo weeks ago, two of the missienaries
visitefi the place and examinod somo fifteen can-
didates who had applied to be be taken on pro.
bation for Baptism. 0f this number, eleven, osue
of -whorn wvas the blind man already referredl to,
were received on probation. Last wcek thrce
other candidates wvere rcceived on probation,
macin g in ail upwards of tiveaty in cennection
witlî Lsin Cîsén station alonie.

The brethrcn at Chu Wang, 1 oxpect, could
give a simiilar report, so that we have great
cause to thank God rtnd tako cou rage. The year
of probation may prove too muelh for sonse of
them, but we pray that the majority of them,
uay stand faithful.

During the last month, teo, we have had thse
pleasure of baptizing tise first-fruits from among
the Nvomen. At Hsin Cîsén, the wvivos of our
first twvo converts, thc Chious, and at Chu Wang
the wife of teacher Wang.

I arn sure that those at bomoe who have been
praying 80 earrnestiy for tho Lord's %york in
Hlonan, wiil unite wvitis us in thankcsgiv-ing te
God for ail His goodncss, and pray that t lese
tokesss of His favour may lead us'all to trust
lm more fuliy, and to labour more earntýt1y
In our Master's vinieyard.

When sve thinkl of tuec millions ln Chinit iho
have yot to iscar tic sound of the Gospel, and
thon thlnk of tise terrible wall of ,3upoibtitioD
wvhich hedges themn ln so ceinpletely and pre
vents tise truti from, entering their heart:b, %ý
are almost dismayed. But when we realize that
ivo arc not alone, auid that thse work is net our
own but our Master's, who is ever with us, then
wvo take courage and pres on knowisîg tlîat the
viotory Is sure.

Gwoss The incident givoîs below iviii
Supeirstition. shsow~ how deep rooted these
superstitions are eveni amozîg the most enlight
oned of tise cducatcd classes iii China. No China
man is botter knowa among- forcigners than Li
flung-clîang, and perhaps ne Chinamnan lias been
spokeni of se lighly for lskî liberzlity aid bui
interest, in things foreiga, and especially for bis
interest in medical missions. Notwithstnding
bis interest in suedical missions and lus contaci
wvith inissionaries, Christianity lias net yet made
any impression ou his heurt, as thse folloiwing
mernerial te the throne too clearly shows:

çtA postscript memerial lby Li Hung-chang,
Governor-Geiicralof Cîsilîli, states that tise reason
o! tise second brcaching e! the baaks of tie Grand
Canal at Hsxtigniiao (about 14 miles froin Tient
sin) tho other day was owing to tic deviltry of
a river god w-ho bLad conceaied himseif lu the
vicinity o!that place. lis presencewas ut first
re ported by tho ocal rusties, and eventualy cor-
. oborated by tme testîmony o! alI, the efficers and
troops eccupied with tise task e! filling in the
breaches there.

This river god is reported to have appeured in
varions guises to the soldiers and their ollicers
wvlile at work, and this bcing told to thse Coi-
mander-in-Chief and Tuotais in charge, on the
day of tise second successful attempt to 1111 ini the
breach, a sacrificial stage -%vas creeted ii lionnur
of this river god, and oIrerings miade te hsîni, be-
seechin luslind interposition on behiaif cf the
omiban meîîts, couplod with the praver te re-
main passive and ixot to speil tîse work ceniplet-
cd withl such labour and expense.

In ausîver te tîse piiyers of thse said Com.
xnander:in-Cliief and Taotais, it is iresuned
tlîat thse rivecr god prenuised obedience, for on
tise day in question, the %vorkers -%vere hlessed
svitb beautiful sercue weatherasîd peacefsî] cIn
upon tho waters; whlîi it msust bc coafcssed
was just thse contrary before tise sacrifices nade
te tlîis god, thse labourera at thse canal being
hitherto impedod in their -%vork by lýoisttroubs
weather, sîcet, liard and pouring rains, viide
tise canal itseif wa.9 one mas,; of raging -taters

Memorialit, therefore, tisinks; tîsat a litting
recognition should bc made by thse Throne to thi>
rivergod, for his interposition on beisaI of un
impeded traffio on this canal, and rest and quiet
to tie people living in tise vicisîity. Jus Mmuiisy
is therefore rcquested to bestow a titie on thii
river god of tise northern terminus of tIse Graiina
Canal, and allowv a temple to be buiit for hin
tiiere, and entered -- tiste officiai list o! sPnsDg
and autumn sacrifices by thse mandarins o! the
locality. - Rescript: Let the Board of R:ls
i port thtereoib.


