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EXCURSIONS.

The 'excursion committee having decided to depart f romn
the usual customn of holding excursions everv Saturdav after-
noon during the spring and early surnrer. field meetings were
arranged for everv fortnight, each excursion to be devoied to
the studv of one particular subjeet. The tirst outing was held
on Saturday, 29th April, at Mechanicsville, and was occupied
with the studv of the geologv of the district along the bank of
the Ottawa River. About a dozen enthusiastic workers attended
under the leadership of Dr. P. E. Raymond, Mr. jas. E. Narrawav
and Mr. W. A. Johinston. Dr. Raymond gav,,e a general vicW of
the structure of the rocks along t he river bank Uv means of a
diagramn and pointe<l out where the most interesting geological
features were to be fcund and the best places for eollecting
specimens. The part v thien spent two hours very proita1>lý,
examrining in det ail the special features indicated 1w D)r. Ra-
mon(] and in collecting specimens of fossils wlîich were vr
abundant.

On the weathered surface of the Black River limiestone
rnanv large cephalopods. milstlv Orm-ceras tcinifilrni wverû. seen.
and(lMr. W. A. Johinston wa'ý so fort unale as to find] a specimen
of a verv rare cephalopod. .'oafflema. a s;>ecies rvol-
unknown in the vicinitv of Ottawa. One specinien of tuie corali.
(oluonnari halli. and verv numerous I ýra(hij)(<Is. w ecre also
olt.ine(l fronii ilhe Black River: while the lighiter ceoloured ancl
hardler limestones of the Lowville viledtlie chararterisit(
coral. Tetraidiip cicllulosum. i, te Irilobîtes. Ialzh virus spiznjer
and e.i ans. an ii fluerous lit le 1,1l, k straco(ls. or ~v rfleas.
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Th(e second excursion was hld L-i Sai uriay afitrii' on.
.Mav 131h. Io licaver NMcailuv', liuli. The jartv me a! .3 ,I)k
and two pleasant lîours were spent ini the woods horduring the
rncadow. The chief obj ect of the excursion was- to observe an(]
studvy 1rieflv some of the plants of tlc ihrH Unfortunatcly
onlv a sinail ntimlher of miemibers atteii<lecl tlic 1-sln ut
those who. \vert, jiresent t lioroughlv enin\.ed the ')uliný,. Sonie
collections of plant s were madle for pressing. anmi mari\ dctc-rinied
b)v Leaders as the pariv proceded fr(in place Io place. W~hile
no plants of I)arlicutlarly rare occurrence werù seen. s4i!l à
numiber were found of considerable interesti fi~ thlese p)recr-i.

The most conspicuous ohjects seen on flic trees (wllcherry)
werv thle wehs of the American Tent caterpillar. These lra
are exceedinglv numerous i bis spring andl are dr-in- much
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