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the ivorid, pressing after an imaginary point of acquisition wichl may
nover bc re:îcled. and which, thoughi it wverc reaehied, shah1 f A to yield the
expectcd rest and satisfaetion. Let nie warn young mon particularty of the
danger arisin-, fromi worldliness, and of the illtusîvcness oft diuassociations hy
'iviich thecy con neet wealthi and Iappiness. ltieieiiber tho order iii whicli
Christ lias placed things conncctcd ivith the life tijat now is an!d that
ýwhiclî is to corne. ',Seek ye first the kingýdomi of God, and Ilis righiteous-
ncss; and ail these things shall bc added nto you."

Unsettlcdness in life furnishes another prctext for the negIeot of church,
feiloîvship. Young, mn nîay not hlave arranged thecir plans o? business, nor
fixed thecir places of resýidlence ; thicy have it in vicw to enter upon an honor-
:able relation in life, intima ely connected with tlieir future bappiness; and
they wish to be in a more scttlcd state cre thîcy can takoe the soiln step of'
fully incorporating with the chiurch. Thus is the duty dehîyed, and Nve
observe, wvith nuc l regret, often. delaycd to, a tite ivhen application for
the privileges of the e1isrch assumes a doubtful eharaeter, hiaving an ap-
pearzince of being proinptcd more by a coniplianeo wvitlî the custorn of
socicty, to avoid singularity, than an immiiediate senso o? obligation upon
the conscience. Let young, men ask thenîscives, in the eveîit of settienent
in life, a just excuse for ,he ncg!e,!et of other religions duties ? If not, why
plead it hiere, where, if comparisons were at ail admissible, tl,- obligation
is the strongest possible ? WVihl the performance o? a plainly required
duty to, thieoStviour, and an avowed relation to inii, biinder ýettIeiiient in
life, or diiîninish the happiaess of an hionorable relation in prospect or in
enjoymient ? The excuse should be turned into an argument on the oppo-
site sido. llonor God, and lie will bionor you. Do your daty to Christ,
and commnit A yonir ways to hiîn ; biis counsel Nvill guide you, bis provi-
dence order your lot, bis blessing saîîctifý your relationsluip, and prosper
your iîdertakings, bis grace -,ustaýin you in trial, and bis p)reseiice go ivith
you at last to give you rest.

In ineetingr thesc and other objections w'Iichl young mon present to the
Plainis of the church, the niost charitable construction lias beeni put upon
their professions. But it is of the utiost importance for tiii to, inquire
whcther, under ail these difficulties and others,therc do not lurk and operate
sidiously excuses wliich. cannot ho presentcd in their owiî naie, and o?
which the miind inay miot evel have a distinct consciousncss. Is it flot
possible that individuals miay bo unwilling to be broughit to, close and ftith-
flii deaiings witl their own ininds, in tfli aLter of thecir persoîial faitli
and picty ? May there not ho a, secret, though wa locdeaï that close
ccnnection wvith the churcli will cast a gloomi over thîcir xninds, and ho
inimiical to thieir liappiness ? appreliensions, than whli notlîing eau be

'mnore uîif'ourded. May indlividuals not ejitertain secre't desires after
liberties that are inconmpatible with the eircumspection of character re-

* quin.,d by the hSw of Christ, or ho irîdul-giug Mi practices that thoy
know to, ho inconsisteiît w'it.h1 tlc h rit profession ? Excuse ile,
if the 'supposition be thoughit severe; for I lfcar that in sonie, if not
in mnany, cases, it is iotunded in truth. Such is the ciearly i'evealed obli-
gation o? young mon w'ho, atcznowvledge Christianity, and are professingr to
look for thi mercy o? our Lord Jesus unto eternul life. to enter: into tie
fellowshiip of the Cliurch; and sucli arc the iiinciint dangers ,prevented
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