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ARREARS IN THE COURT OF QUEEN'S

BENCH.
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It therefore appears that the result of three
years’ work has been to reduce the arrears from
73 to €8, that is 5 cases, or less than 2 a year.
This almost insignificant gain has only been
secured by the Court hearing and deciding 626
cases in the three yeqrs, which is 190 cases
more than were heard and decided in the highest
three of the previous fifteen years, Nor are
the arrears in Montreal due to the prolixity of
the arguments. In 1877, judgments were ren-
dered in Montreal in 135 cases, and in Quebec
in 67, there being only four terms of twelve
days each at Montreal, while at Quebec there
are four terms of eight days each for less than
half the hearings,

In addition to this it may be remarked that
the appeal business in this District is greatly
on the increase.q In 1873 there were 199 new
appeals, in 1874 there were 198, in 1875 there
were 210, in 1876 there were 262; or in all, for
the four years, 859. The highest four years
during the fourteen years preceding 1874, give
the following results :

making a total of 602, or a difference of 257
equal to 64 cases a year.

We think, then, we have shown enough to
establish that some change is required in the
sittings of the Court of Appeals in this Dis-
trict, and it only remains to decide what that
change shall be. For the present we are con-
tent to place the figures before our renders. We
shall only add that we are not in favour of a
further extension of the system of terms.
They are already too long, and their multipli-
cation is not without inconvenience. Again,
their cflect is to overwhelm the judges with
cases, the argument of which they cannot pos-
sibly remember, and to deprive them of the
opportunity of deliberating. In fact the whole
work of hearing new cases, and deliberating on
the old, is huddled into the contracted limits
of the terms, Of course, we understand that

_.,L i the judges read the cases during the vacation,

but the collective deliberation ought to be a



